REPORT OF THE JCS
- FACT FINDING TEAM

USS LIBERTY INCIDENT
8 June 1967
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PART I

INTRODUCTION




I, INTRODUCTION

1. yﬂffh;épproximately 1210Z, 8 June 1967, USS LIBERTY
(AGTR-5) was attacked by Israeli aircraft in the vicinity of
210_23'N, 33°.25'E. This position was about thirteen (13)
miles from the Minaret at El1 Arish, which was bearing 1420T,
LIBERTY was attacked subsequently by Israell motor torpedo
boats at or about 12537, 8 June 1967, and was severely damaged.
LIBERTY's mission was governed by directives emanating from the

Joint Chiefs of Staff.

2. Qﬁffﬁu@uant to orders approved by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, a Fact Finding Team of five members was constituted
from the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to "
examine the circumstances relating to the issuance and trans-
mission of operations directives to the LIBERTY assoclated
with events during the period 1 June to 8 June 1967 which
terminated in the attack on USS LIEERTY (AGTR-5) on 0812102
June 1967."

3. (U) Major General Joseph R. RUSS, USA, was designated

senior member. Terms of Reference were also provided. (Seeq

" Annex 8, Part IV) .

4. (U) The Fact Finding Team began 1ts examination before
the formal approval of the Terms of Reference on the oral

authority of the Director, Joint Staff. The activities visited

and the person interviewed are listed in Annex B, Part 1V,

conforming to the followlng schedule:
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Saturday 10 June

Sunday 11 June

_ Monday 12 June

Tuesday 13 June

Wednesday 14 June

Ihursday 15 June

b

Friday 16 June

Saturday 17 June

Sunday 18 June
Monday 19 June
Tuesday 20 June

-—

.
a8

an~ - -

Washington, D. C.

Washington, D, C,

Washington, D. C.

Washington, D. C.

London; enroute
Stuttgart, Germany

Stuttgart; enroute
COMSIXTHFLT

On board USS LITTLE
ROCK

Enroute and at Malta

Enroute and in
London

b

T4

Enroute

Washington, D, C.

0, (car and
‘ientat%g

Preliminary
preparations

Directcr, J-3
Deputy Director

for FReconnaissance

J-3

Study and con-
tinued prepara-
tions

Sérvice Action
Officers

Mr, Pat COIl,

White House Staff

USNAVEURCOM
USEUCOM

USEUCOM

COMSIXTHFLT

USS LIBERTY;
Senior member,
Naval Court of
Inquiry; and
COMSERVLANT

USNAVEURCOM

Senior member,
Naval Court of
Inquiry

Senior Aide,
Office of CNO;
Dep Dir for
Reconnalssance;

{ DDO(NMCC)

epre-

N
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5. (U) Inasmuch as the Fact Finding Team was not a legal
investigative body, 1in conducting its examination the Fact
Finding Team observed the following constraints:

a. Interviews were not conductéd under oath.

b. Individuals were not warned of their rights nor
designated as interested parties.

c. Interference with the Naval Court of Inquiry was
avoided.

d. Impact upon LIBERTY's personnel was held to a minimum.

e. Representatives of the military services were invited
to accompany the team; Captain W. CRAVEN, Office of Chief
Naval Cperations (OP-O3R) and Captain C. A. TURNER, Staff,
CINCUSNAVEUR, did accompany the team throughout the Euroc-
pean ltinerary.

6..3‘5 No insurmountable difficultles were encountered.
However, note is made of the following:

a. Travel to Asmara 1is extremely difficult. As a con-
sequence, determination of pertinent facts originating at
that location were obtained by telephone and/or by message.

b. The focus of damage and destruction in LIBERTY was on
the bridge and in the communicaticns facilities. Consequently,
there were no’records or communications files surviving
which could be examined, nor were there any surviving key
communications personnel avaiiéble who had direct knowledge
and reliable power of recall. For this reason the Fact
Finding Team accepted such information as the Navy Court of
Inquiry had been able to deduce and which was provided by

the Senior member, Navy Court of Inquiry.
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c. The Fact Finding Team received JCS message 7964,
DTG 1422587 June on 15 June on board Flagship, COMSIXTHFLT.
This message advised that the Joint Chiefs of Staff had
approved the precept to the Fact Finding Team, and that
it had added to the Terms of Reference a requirement to
" . incorporate in your report any official US public

1

statements which bear on your findings." Actions to com-

ply with this necessitated obtaining pertinent information

and material by other than direct interview in some instances.

7. (U) Compilation of all known official US public statements
has been completed. careful review of these statements reveal
that none have a bearing on the findings presented herein. In
view of this fact, they are not included as a part of this

report but are retained on file in the Joint Command and Control

Requirements Group.

8. (u) In Part II, Section T, the Findings of Fact are

amplified by discussion. The discussion is provided as 2

device for making available various opinions which cannot be

stated as facts but which contribute tc a fuller

categorically

- understanding of the situation relating to the incident

under study.



PART II

FIIDINGS OF FACT




SECTION 1

PERTAINING TO COMMAND

AND CONTROL ACTIONS
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PERTATIIING TC COMUMAID AND COHTRCL ACTIOHNS

1. (S) During May 1967, USS LIBERTY (AGTR-5) hag.been opefa-
ting off the West African coast under the operationaljcontrol of
COMSERVRON 8,* a subordinate command of CINCLANTFLT.

DISCUSSION: '

- fhis 1s the normal command control arrangement for tech-

nical research ships (TRS) under the administrative command

chain 1n the Atlantic. **

DISCUSSION:

a. USNS VALDEZ, as a USNS ship manned by a civilian

crew,‘%as not placed under operatiocnal control &f a USEUCCM

subordinate commander.

. b. Deployment of USS LIBERTY 1s the first instance of

the operatioﬂmn the Mediterranean

under the operational control ‘of the area commander since

the Cyprus incident.

. . - (See Tab 3)
= JCS MSG 5838, DTG 052235Z November 05. ee Tab 1)

NOTE: ANNEX C, PART IV, CONTAINS ALL ME3SSAGES REFERRED TO HEREIN.
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. Q‘% Subscequent to approval
Secretary of Defense and the 303
through COMSERVRON 8,* initiated
the Eastern Mediterranean by way
arrived Rota on 31 May where her

SIXTHFLT publications delivered,

by the JCS/JRC, the Deputy
Committee, the JCS/JRC, -
movement of USS LIBERTY to
of Rota, Spain. USS LIBERTY
logistics were completed,

repairs effected and special

ftechnical equipment and personnel boarded.

DISCUSSION:

a. Approval procedure is designed to insure that mili-

tury implications and capabilities, as well as diplomatic

snd international political risks and ramificatipns, are

fully weighed.

“

b. The stop at Rota was'required to insure USS LIBERTY

would have available the necessary operational and logistics

support information providing

of her operations in the area.

for coordination and support

c¢. Enroute Rota USS LIBERTY had experienced machinery

derangements to the propulsion system and to a significamtly

important antenna.

d. It was also necessary to provide augmentation of capa-.

bility by special technical equlpment required by her‘mission;

Mersonnel also joined at Rota. p



submitted* five (5)

Iy, (ﬁ Oon 29 Mayz

proposed operating areas in the Eastern Mediterranean and
recommended that USS LIRBERTY operate in Operation Area 3
(32N-33E to 34E); further, that adjustment in closest points
of approach to land and adjustments in the operating¢;rebs
should be changed as necessary for operatiocnal and safety
reasons. (See Chart 1, Annex E, Part IV)

DISCUSSION:

Not applicable.

5. gﬂﬂ’Commanders were made aware of this deployment as
information addressees on salling orders issued** by COMSERVRON
8 to USS LIBERTY to go to the Eastern Mediterranean.

DISCUSSION:

)

a. Conversations with the respective commanders indicate

.that this was the extent of knowledge each had regarding

" the ship's mission. (RN

-

b. It would appear that custom and usage may have enabled

tﬁis sort of ‘inter‘command exchange innchannels to’

become cbmpartmentigj Close monitorship should be exercised
over these staff activities by the commander in view or
the unusual degree of confidence reposed in these highly-

technical, specialized personnel.

ECOMSERVRON 8 MSG, DTG 240020Z May 67. (See Tab E! ‘



O. w Oon 1 June 1967, the JCI3/JRC directed* USS LIBEKTY be
passed to operational control of USCINCEUR upon entering Rota und
this was accomplished. USCINCEUR, in turn, requested** CINCUS-
NAVEUR to assume operational control éé USS LIBERTY passed ses
buoy inbound to Rota.

DISCUSSION:

a. This action is consistent with previous policy guidance
disseminated*** by the Joint Chiefs of Staff which outlined,
among other things, tha? operational control would be effected
by the cognizant unified and specified commandef through the

| Naval component commander to 3 specific fleet or force com@ahder.
{ L. It was further noted that the procedures for developing

| sehedules for the USS LIBERTY while in the USCINCEUR area of
responsibility were specifically outlined**** by the Joint

Chiefs of Staff on 6 June 1967. :

.

7. gﬂﬁ On 1 June USCINCEUR informed# the Joint Chiefs of Staff
of the expected ready for sea date (1 June) of USS LIBERTY and
requested guidance with respect to schedule, operating arEas,~and

any special requirements. He also instructed CINCUSNAVEUR to~
‘establish procedures to insure daily Situation Reports (SITREPS)
and Planned Intended Movement (PIM) reports as required by curreht

reconnaissance reporting instructlons. CINCUSNAVEUR so instructed

USS LIBERTY.

DISCUSSION:
This reflects the unfamiliarlty with a TRS capability and

its performance (i.e., the imposition of transmitting require-

X705 MSG 6599, DTG 291602Z May 67. (See Tab 7)

**USCINCEUR MSG, DTG 300932Z May 67. (See Tab 11)
**%*JCS MSG 5838, DTG 0522352 November 65. (See Tab 1)
*%*%JCS MSG 7206, DTG 062050Z June 67. (See Tab 35)

#USCINCEUR MSG, DTG 010035Z June 67. (See Tab 14)

S 8
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ments which were inconsistent with the mission requlrements
of USS LIBERTY, but completely prudent f'or other types of

Naval ship operations).

8.j@rf'CINCUSNAVEUR, assuming operational control of USS LIEBERTY
- 05‘31 May, instructed* the ship to enter Rota for fuel and load-
ing of technical material and personnel and, when ready for sea
about 1 June, to depart for the Eastern Mediterranean. General
instructions were given pertaining to staying in internationsl
waters and to communications matters. Technicul operations weré
directed in accordance with technical specifications to be |

issued separately.

DISCUSSION:

- a. This directive associates with routine operational mat-
ters ; SN

It is difficult to see how the military judgment of & commander

can be exercised without this knowledge.

b. From this message, it is not obvious that "technical

. "direction" would not flow from the aommander.m
Mend that the commander would not be '

knowledgeable of such direction.
9. gﬁﬁ On 1 June, the JCS/JRC provided** USCINCEUR with USS
LIBERTY's schedule. This directed USS LIBERTY depart Rota 2 June
" when ready for sea and proceed during period 2-8 June via

Gibraltar Strait thence vie Northern African Coastal route to

32N-33E. Closest pointsofl approach to Spain, Tunsla, Sardinia,

¥CINCUSNAVEUR MSG, DTG 311750Z May 67. (See Tab 13)
**JCS MSG 6724, DTG 011545Z June 67. (See Tab 18)

-~
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Siclly, Crete; Algeria, and Libya were stipulated. Thereafter,
to operate in OpératiOn Area 3 subject to 12.5 NM closest point
of approsch United Arab Republic and 6.5 N closest point of
approach Israel.

DISCUSSION:

b

{
a,,This schedule 1is complete in itself and does not explain

the rationale supporting the route or operating position

selected ~S NGRS

LIBERTY was being sent 1n direct support of the COMSIXTHFLT
requirements, as well as those of CINCUSNAVEUR and USCINCEUR.

In discussion with these commanders, all disclaimed knowledge

of this aspect other than to speculate that, in the course of

RS o cclt that USS

' LIBERTY was available to be responsive to tasks directly

imposed by himself.

10, ’d%’JUSCINCEUR passed* action to CINCUSNAVEUR, who Qirected¥*
uss LIBE#TY to procee&*as instructed ih the schedule previously;ﬁp
provided by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. This was issued by CINCUS-
NAVEUR who had delayed actlon pending receipt of a report from -‘
USS LIBERTY that repairs to an antenna had been completed. When
50 reporting, USS'LIBERTY also advised¥**¥* that she would depart
1230Z, 2 June, and proceed at best speed.

DISCUSSION:

In the l%§ht of future events, the words in USS LIBERTY's

" n

report '...proceed at best speed, in accordance wlth previous

*USCINCEUR MSG, DTG 012030Z June 67. (See Tab 19)
**CINCUSNAVEUR MSG, DTG 020717Z June 67. (See Tab 21)
*x*USS LIBERTY MSG, DTG 021132Z June 67. (See Tab 22)



histructions, are signif'icant. However, this is a significance
not readily apparent to readers on 2 June in view of USS
LIBERTY's subsequent movements to comply with her understand-
ing of the urgency of her employment reflected 1n COMSERVRON

8 Movement Directive "...best possible speed." The team was
informed that the Commending Officer of USS LIBERTY stated

that thiP was the first instance in which he had ever been

ordered to use best speed.

11, &jﬂﬂ'USS LIBERTY departed* Rota at 1330Z, 2 June. Her move-
ment report conformed to her ordered track and indicated ‘a speed‘
of advance at 15 kts with an c¢stimated time of arrival at Operastion
Area 3 (32N-33E) of 0300Z on 8 June; thereafter, to operate within
a circle of 50 miles radius. This report also advised that USS
LIBERTY would guard NAVCOMSTA Morocco teletype broadcast untill
0001Z on 7 June when a shift to the NAVCOMSTA Asmara teletype
broadcast would be made.

D1SCUSSION:

Commands received this movement report and compared the igtenl
tion with the track USS LIBERTY had been directed to follow -
no significant_disagreement was apéarent. Thereafter, despite
unavailability of daily Position Reports {POSIT reports), assump-
tion persisted that USS LIBERTY would be and was where such
projections indicated. (This becomes significant on 7 June
when USS LIBERTY's 070800Z POSIT report** is received and indi-

cates USS LIBERTY is about one day ahead of assuming commence-

ment of her 9 June assignment.)

¥USS LIBERTY MSG, DTG 022108Z June 67 . See Tab 24
**USS LIBERTY MSG, DTG 0709082 June 67 . See Tab 39



1a. Q’W USS LIBERTY reported* its 2400Z position on 2 June and
also reported passing three Soviet ships steaming 1n column. In
this report to CINCUSNAVEUR, sand various information addressees,
USS LIBERTY cautioned that deily situation and position reportes
might be delayed to avoid trensmitting at times which would have'
g deleterious effect on the execution of the primary mission.
This was received by CINCUSNAVEUR 031133Z.

DISCUSSION:

a. The caveat that mission performance could preclude trans-
mitting routine general service communications seems to have
lulled all echelons into accepting non-receipt of position
reports.

b. Such surveillance platforms must suspend technical opersz-
tions when transmitting; therefore it 1is customary prectice to
select suitable operational opportunities to effect the trans-
mission of outgoing traffic in least time. This, ncrmally,
does not affect the operations of the ship, especially in a

peacetime environment.

13. 9?5 CINCUSNAVEUR advised** COMSIXTHFLT and the SIXTHFLT Ser-

"yice Force Commander on 3 June that USS LIBERTY would cohduct

extended, indepéhdent[”Joperations in the Eustern Med-

iterranean pursuant to the schedule of the Joint Chiefc of Staff,
inter alia, and indicated the requirement that logistic support
pe provided by those commanders. Pertinent instructions were to
be provided USS LIBERTY by COMSIXTHFLT.

DISCUSSION:

This message 1s consistent with thelr correct understanding
that the affected commands had a support role only and not one

extending to active control of USS LIBERTY's movements.

¥75S TIBERTY 1MS0, DTG 022108Z June 67. (See Tab 24)
**CINCUSNAVEUR MSG, DTG 031016Z June 67. (See Tab 25)

12
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14, gﬂ COMSIXTIFLT indicated his desire to visit
the USS LIBERTY. However, previous instructlion had been
insued stating that association of the SIXTHFLT with the
USS INTREPID should be avoided. Based on thls precedent,
the visit to the USS LIBERTY was not accomplished.
PISCUSSION:
When USS LIBERTY chopped to COMSIXTHFLT, the latter

wanted to board her to see what he could do for her and

what she could do for him in other tham

15. (U) On 5 June, nostilities between Israel and the
United Arab Republic broke out.

DISCUSSION:

Not applicable.

16. On 5 June CINCUSNAVEUR cancelled previous geographical
puidance for employment of the Fast Carrier Task Force (TF 60)
arvl instructed* that the Task Force ships and aircraft be
operated no closer than 100 NM from the coasts of Lebanon, -
Syria, and United Arab Republic, and no closer than 25 NM from
the coast of Cyprus. Other Task Forcés to be addressed
separately. It was explained that this was dictated by con-
sideration which made it desirable to compllcate the situation
for the Russian warships moving into or in the Eastern
Mediterranean, as well as to improve the flect's posture for
tasks relating to the Israeli-United Arab Republic hostilities
which might be imposed by higher authority, COMSIXTHFLT

promulgated*¥* orders to carry out the above to SIXTHFLT units

that day (5 June).

—CINCUSNAVEUR MSG, DTG 0513527 June 67 (See Tab 26)
x% GOMSIXTHFLT MSG, DIG 052015Z June 67 (See Tab 29)
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v DISCUSSION:

a. This directive accommodated COMSIXTHFLT desires to
8in sea room to pursue necescary and routine training
without, in any way, making it'possible for such normal
routine activity to be misinterpreted by the Middle East
telligerents or by the Russisns. The "bonus beneEit was
as stated.

b. COMSIXTHFLT stated that'this was the day he expected
higher authority would have modified USS LIBERTY's orders in the
interest of her safeéy; that had he had unequivocal opera-
tions control and concomittant understanding of USS LIBERTY's
mission, he would have rendered such 2 Judgment on 5 June.

It was accepted that the mission was overriding. The logic
was reinforced by:

(1) USS LIBERTY's ordered positioning was consistent
with the requirements of mission as speculated.

(2) The fact of US neutrality and the opé;ation of
this unarmed naval vessel in international wéters‘under
such circumstances did not contribute to a féeling of
T__épprehgnsion. ;
(3) In the event evacuation or related other tasks

were required of the SIXTHFLT, utilization of theﬁ

(4) COMSIXTHFLT stated ‘that had the USS LIBERTY been

under his complete operations control, he too would have

placed her where she was directed to operate in order to

utilize her as envisioned in paragraph (3) above.
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s, .+ DISCUSSION:
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9,

a. This directive acccmnodated COMSIXTHFLT desires to
uin sea room to pursue necescary and routine training
without, in any way, making it'possible for such normal
routine activity to be misinterpreted by the Middle East
belligeren&s or by the Russians. The "bonus Peneftit" was
as stated.

b. COMSIXTHFLT stated that'this was the day he expected
higher authority would have modified USS LIBERTY's orders in the
interest of her safegy; that had he had unequivocal opera-
tions control and concomittant understanding of USS LIBERTY's
mission, he would have rendered such a Jjudgment on 5 June.

It was accepted that the missilon was overriding. The logie
was reinforced by:
(1) USS LIBERTY's ordered posltioning was consistent
with the requirements of mission as speculated.
(2) The fact of US neutrality and the opé;ation of
this unarmed naval vessel in international wéters under

<

such circumstances did not contribute to a feeling of

- apprehension. -
(3)_In the event evacuation or related other. tasks

were required of the SIXTHFLT, utilization of theﬁ

(4) COMSIXTHFLT stated ‘that had the USS LIBERTY been
under his complete operations control, he too would have

placed her where she was directed to operate in order to

utilize her as envisioned 1in paragraph (3) above.
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17. (‘D On 6 Junc, CINCUSNAVEUKR adviscq® CUMSIATHFLT thot
USS LIBERTY would be changed to his operatlonal control at
0001Z, 7 June, "in order to facllitate area command and control”
and satisfy any'requirement for protection.” COMSIXTHFLT was
inctructed to operate USS LIBERTY 1n accordance with the
schedule 1ssued** by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in*order to
derive maximum benefit from USS LIBERTY'smcapabilities.
Authorization was also granted tc modify the above mentioned
schedule for safety reasons as dictated by the local situation.
In this multiple-addressee message, U3SS LIBERTY was directed
to change to COMSIXTHFLT operational control at 0001Z, 7 June.
USS LIBERTY was also informed that no position reports had
been received since the 022400Z June report. USS LIBEﬁTi‘waé
directed to submit future reports of position as of 1809Z and
to raise precedence of the reports to IMMEDIATE, modifying
the USCINCEUR address to internal indicator "for JRC."

DISCUSSION:

The above pbsition report lnstructlon changes weré-
prompted by a request by USCINCEUR JRC, who notified
CINCUSNAVEUR that USS LIBERTY situatlon and position
reports were being considerably delayed due to competition
with a large volume of other PRiORITY traffic. This change
was designéd to get these reports into the "quiet part of
the radio day" and to make them less competitive with the
large volume of high precedence traffic that all NAVCOMSTAS

in the area were being deluged with,

*CINCUSNAVEUR MSG, DTG 0613572 June 67. (See Tab 30)
**JCS MSG 6724, DTG 011545Z June 67. (See Tab 18)

15



18, (iﬁ At 2000Z, 6 June, USS LIBERTY notified* the lovement
Report Office, London, among others, that she would shift to
tliv operational control of COMSIXTHFLT at 0001Z, 7 June. At
20302, 6 June, USS LIBERTY reported** for operational control
to COMSIXTHFLT, effective at 0001Z, 7 June. Among other thinggs,
she also reported fuel state and endurance, UsS LIBERTY al:so
appralsed COMSIXTHFLT that Condltion of Resdiness THREE modified
had been assumed and that self-defense capablllty was "limited
'

to four .50 caliber machine guns and small arms.’

DISCUSSION:

The significant content of thls routine administrative
sction by USS LIBERTY is the overt inclusion of the descrip-
tion of her self-defense capabllity. The Commanding Officer
stated that this was premedltated response intended a:c a
tactful, although obtuse, reminder of WSS LIBERTY's movement
into the Eastern Mediterranean and into the focus of hostili-
ties which the new geographical recstrictions on SIXTHFLT

in the CINCUSNAVEUR message had high-lighted.

19.(?0 On 6 June (about three hours after USS LIBERTY origi-.
nated her reporting message and 29 ,hours prilor to its receipt
by COMSIXTHFLT) COMSIXTHFLT sent*#** USS LIBERTY a message of
instructions. This message referred to the Arab/Israeli situ--
ation and cited the unpredidtability of United Arab Republic
actlions. It directed USS LIBERTY tc conduct operations in
accordance with the schedule provided by the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, CINCUSNAVEUR movement order and CINCUSNAVEUR sailing

., order. USS LIBERTY was directed to maintain a high state of

»*USS LIBERTY MSG, DTG 062036Z June 67. See Tab 34

*USS LIBERTY MSG, DTG 062000Z June 67. §See Tab 33§
***COMSIXTHFLT MSG, DTG 062349Z June 67. See Tab 36

AR 16
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sigllunce against attack or threat of attack and to report "any
threatening or suspicious setions directed against her or any
diversion from schedule necessitated by external threat. Advise

if local situation dlctates change in asres of operation assligned

by reference JCS schedule." Contact reporft requirements were
defirned. USS LIBERTY was &lno instruct=d tu copy Morocco tele-

type broadcast and to ntilize TF 60 tacticél circults as regquired

" . .although not assigned to TF 60." 1SS LIBERTY was required
to ACKNOWLEDGE. This message was never brought to the knowledge
of the Commanding Officer, USS LIBERTY.

DISCUSSION:

4. This message reflects 2 contradiction. Attention is

invited to:

(1) The fact that it directs US3 LIBERTY to copy the

Morocco Fleet teletype broadcast;
(2) The fact that USS LIBERTY's original movement

report advised¥ that che would shift to Asmarsa Fleet

teletype broadcast at CHOP time: (O70001Z June).

b. USS LIBERTY did not recelve the COMSIXTHFLT message

;
! Consequently, USS LIBERTY did, in fact, shift to Asmara.

)
{ However, there is no indication that this was a factor in
;

the mis-handling errors 1in the communications of operational

directives addressed to 1SS LIBERTY.

¢. When USS LIBERTY failed to acknowledge thls messige,

COMSIXTHFLT initiated tracer sction through the ship-shore

terminal to ascertain if it tiad been delivered. This wacz

not completed prior to attack on USS LIBERTY, but did ascer-

tain non-delivery for reasons cited in the section following,

dealing with the flow of directives and analyses of the

transmission modes.

FUSS LIEERTY MSG, DTG 021330Z June 67. (See Tab 23)

. COMreRENILLL 17
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2 0. (f) About U904, 7 June, UCS LIBEETY situation/position
report* as of 0800Z, 7 June, wae sent by IMMEDIATE precedence.
This was at 33-06N, 28-54E and indlicated a PIM of 16.5 kts |
until 072300z. Thence stationary within 30 NM of 31-45N,
33-30E. It was received by COMSIXTHFLT at 0800362 (an intervsl
of 15 hcurs and 28 minutes after being transmitted by 1S5 LLIBERTY).

DI3CUSSION:

a. The varlous recipients received this as thelir f'irst
positive knowledge of USS LIBERTY's actual position. Subse-
quently, in this repoft it is shown that because of PRICRITY
precedence previously used for these reports, those reports
rer 3, 4, 5, and 6 June had been backlepged and delayed in
delivery and in two instances, erroneousliy {iled withoutl
delivery.

L. This indicated that USS LIBERTY hsd speeded up over
the Movement Report Speed of Advénce indicated on depariure
Rota; rather, USS LIBERTY had proceeded "4t best speed" to

arrive Operations Area 3 "as soon as practicable.”" The
missing position reports contained the movement report
sdjustments indicating this.

c. By the time various JRCs r?ceived this information,
the USS LIBERTY was almost one day ahead of the schedule
promulgated by the Joint Chiefs of Staff snd by mid-zfternoon
on 7 June, Washington time, was nearing a closest polnt of

approach 100 NM from the United Arab Republic and Israeli

coasts. (See chart 2, Annex E. Part Iv)

*J3S TIDERTY MSG, DIG 070908z June 67. (See Tab 39)
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C1. (@ On 7 June, Sl M| <quested® the Joint

Ctiletre or Staff to change USS LIBERTY's uperations area from

aresz 3. 32M, 33 to 34E) to Operations Area 2 (32N, 31 o 33E)

tc satisfy technical requirements.' Mo actlon resulted pricr

o nttnck on USS LIBERTY. (Sze chart 1, Annex E,*?art IVv)
DISCUSSION: 1

Not applicable other than to observe that this was over-

taken by the attack on USS LIBERTY.

z2. (#f Avout 2230Z, 7 June, the JCS/JRC notified+** USCIHCEUR -
(information to various addressees including Chlef Naval Opers-
tions, CINCUSNAVEUR, COMSIXTHFLT and USS LIBERTY) that USS
LIBERTY's closest point of approach to United Arab Republic wes
changed to 20 NM and closest point of approach to Israel was
changed to 15 NM. It also advised that "...in view present

situation Eastern Mediterranean, operation area specified in

_'JCS schedule for guidance only and may be varied as lccal con-

" ditions dictate."

DISCUSSION:

aj'This action was taken by message and it should be
observed that it occurred only a short 1nperval prior to =
more significant JCS/JRC action sequence. It was ccnsistent
with estsblished, approved routine and normal precedurss szt
forth in SM 676-66%**% and the JCS/JRC charter.

b. This change in USS LIBERTY's Schedule TrackP"-.
Mwas prompted by a
gquestion raised by Chief Navél Operations concernini fthe
prudence of sending USS LIBERTY to a position so clcse to

the area of hostilities.

**iCS MSG 7337, DTG 072230Z June 67. (See Tab 42) !!

*#xEnclosure to JCS 2150/214-2, dated 19 August 1560
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¢. The words in the language guoted above from the JCS/JRC
message represent a relaxation in the latitude for moving
and positioning USS LIBERTY, but are so generally ctated as
to be the possible source of confusion. This latitude was
not accompanied by a clarificatlon of U3S LIBERTY's mission,

without which no commander could huve exercised military

Judgment.

23, gﬂﬁ About 072350Z June, and subsequent to discussions
petween representatives of JCS/JRC and Office of Chief Navel
upcerations, the Director, J-3, (OJCS) authorized Chief, JRC,
to request USCINCEUR to apply the geographical restrictions of
107 NM closest point of approach to Unlted Arab Republic 2nd
Israel, 25 NM closest point of approach to Cyprus, which were
in effect on SIXTHFLT units, to U3S LIBERTY. In view of tle
haote necessitated by USS LIBERTY's nearness o this geographical
restriction, the JRC initiated a phone call to Headquarters,

CINCUSNAVEUR.

DISCUSSION:

a. Early in the day Chief Naval Operations had raised a
question concerning the ordered povement of USS LIBERTY. As
& result of .a query to JCS/JRC, he had Leen advised that
technical reasons | were overriding. However,
this did result in initiation of actlon to adjust the closest
point of approach to 20 NM a3 indicated in the preceding
fact. In view of the modified geographical restrictions of
100 NM on SIXTHFLT units and the inadequacy of the justifi-
cation advanced by JCS/JRC, Chief Naval Operations agsin
required his staff to press for modification of USS LIBERTY's
movements; at least to conform to SIXTHFLT geographical

restrictions.
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L. Of sipnificance is the fact that 2zt the timc of the
Jiscussion referred to in the Fact Bearing, JCS/JRC repre-
c-ntatives were not ware of the modified geographical
rectrictions which permitted SIXTHFLT units to operate to
a 100 NM closest point of approach. The same message to
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to Chief Naval Operations

had been received as follows:

CNO JCS (JC3 Msg Center) Time Difference
0715482 - 0716302 42 minutes

The analysis of communications 1n Annex D, Tab ¢ , treats
this incident in more detail. However, it is & fact that
thic is one of several instances. All indicate that Navy
e ssage processing procedurés generally result in earlier
dellivery of the same message to Navy addressees than do the
procedures in effect to and through the NIMCC messzge center
for serving the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Iteff.
¢. Note that this change of closest point of approach: of-
USS LIBERTY to 100 NM occurred only about one hour after

thie 20 NM modification to USS LIRERTY's schedule.

24 . ﬁjﬁ JCS/JRC Duty Officer placed- the call via secure
volce énd contacted CINCUSNAVEUR Operation Duty Officer, who
was requested to have USS LIBERTY comply with COMSIXTHFLT
message, DTG 071530Z, which restricted SIXTHFLT units to remain
peyond 100 NM of Israel and United Arab Republic coast and 25
NM from Cyprus. Brevity of time was explained as the reason
for the call. The CINCUSNAVEUR Opefations Duty Officer advised
that they would get the mesSage right out to SIXTHFLT.

DISCUSSION:
a. In CINCUSNAVEUR headquarters there are three co-located

duty officers:



(1) CINCUSHAVEUR Duty Captain {2-0)
(2) CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center Duty Officer (0-5)
(3) CINCUSHNAVEUR Operations Duty Officer (0-3)
These wotch personnel come under the supervision of the
Deputy Chief of Staff (0-6).
b. The CINCUSNAVEUR Operations buty Officer was the watch
officer exercising cognizance over <R
L A
¢. Unlike the previous procedure, thls actlion was con-
trary to customary usagé in that it:
(1) By-passed the USCINCEUR's JRC in going directly
to the component headquarters.
(2) Employed volce communications, vice record com=
munications, to initiate an actlon.
(3) Was initlating an action orally on a watch-to-
wateh basis rather than passing information of intent
to do so at a future time, which seems to have been

usual practice.

25. (f The CINCUSNAVEUR Operstions Duty Officer informed the

. INCUSNAVEUR Duty Captailn and drafted an appropriate message

for dispatch tc¢ .COMSIXTHFLT as follow-up action in accordance
with verbal assurance glven to the JCS/JRC Duty Officer. The
CINCUSNAVEUR Duty Captain and the CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center
Duty Officer contacted the CINCUSNAVEUR Deputy Chief of Staff,
advising him of the JCS/JRC phone call and the propoced course
of action. The Deputy Chief of Stafl directed that release be
deferred pending receipt of an authoritative indicaticn that
the JCS/JRC action had been officially approved (i.e., in this

case, a Date-Time-Group reference).
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DISCUSSION:

a. The lleadquarters, USNAVEUR, policy had been established
that movement of ships and alrcraft would be eflfected in
response to oral communications from hipgher authority only
if evidence of its official status were avallable. Thi:o .
was defined to mean:

(1) If transmitted by a flag/general officer;

(2) If evidence were provided that a record directive
had, in fact, been approved AND released (such as an
assigned message Date-Tlme-Group, cite number, etc.) énd -
was beyond recall other than by official cancellation.

b. Staff personnel stated that use of a secure circuit
nor use of an authenticatcr would have been an accepted
substitute for this evidence of verification that the orel
communications, from other than a flag/general officer, had

been approved by an authority in the other headquarters.

26. gﬂfln response to the order of the Deputy Chief of Staff,
CINCUSNAVEUR, the CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center Duty officer
placed a call to USEUCOM headquarters and was put in contact
with the USEUCOM Command Duty Officér who was advised that the
JCS/JRC had verbally requested USS LIBERTY be moved (as indicated
above) and advised that the Date-Time-Group of the message
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff was required before he could
take action on the request. The USEUCOM Command Duty Officer
said he would call back. X

At apout the same time, the JCS/JRC Duty Officer called
USEUCOM headquarters and was put 1n contact with the JRC watch
officer, who was advised of the verbal request made to the
CINCUSNAVEUR Operations Duty Officer. He explained that
USCINCEUR had been by-passed in the interest of saving time;
that CINCUSNAVEUR Operations Duty Officer "HAD promised to

take action."
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Almost immediately the USEUCOM Duty Officer called USEUCOM

JRC Duty Officer to advise of the CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center
buty Officer's request. On the basis of the JC3/JRC Duty
Officer's call and his use of the word "had" in his mecsage,
both USEUCOM duty personnel assumed no further action was
required.

DISCUSSION:

a. At USEUCOM headquarters the JRC is physically separated

from the USEUCOM Command Center. These two faclllitles are

in the same building but are on separate levels. There ére

the following key watch personnel :
(1) USEUCOM Command Duty Officer
(2) USEUCOM JRC Duty Offlcer
b.‘JCS/JRC Duty Officer employment of the word "had" in

his conversation to USEUCUM JRC Duty Officer which informed

him of action JCS/JRC assumed was in progress at CINCUSHNAVEUR,

based on the phone call contact with CINCUSNAVEUR's Orerations

Duty Officer, misled the USEUCOM Duty Officer into believing

CINCUSNAVEUR had acted or would act. He took no further

action. .

27. Qﬂf'Approximately three hours passed without action or
additional communications between CINCUSNAVEUR headguarters
and USEUCOM headguarters on this matter. Subsequently, CINC-
USNAVEﬁR command Center Duty Officer (ccDO) called USEUCOM
headquarters and this time was put in contact wilth USEUCOM
JRC Duty Officer. NAVEUR CCDO asked what action was being
taken by USEUCOM headquarters. USEUCOM JRC Duty Officer

answered by asking the same question of the CINCUSNAVEUR CCDO,

i.e., what actlon was being taken by CINCUSNAVEUR headquarters.

He was advised CINCUSNAVEUR actlon was belng withheld pending

S,



a call back from USEUCOM in response to the earlier call (i.e.,
requesting Date-Time-Group cof JCS/JRC message). It was suggested
that the USEUCOM JRC Duty Officer initiate a call to JCS/JRC
requesting the Date-Time-Group of the JCS message or to provide
an USEUCOM Date-Time-Group. The call terminated.

DISCUSSION:

Note carefully that unlike the initial call to USEUCOM,
when the USEUCOM Command Duty Officer was reached, this call
put CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center Duty Officer into contact

with the USEUCOM JRC Duty Officer,

28. (j"EW@mpt action was then taken by the USEUCOM JRC Duty
Officer in contacting the JCS/JRC Duty Officer to obtaln the
Date-Time-Group of the JCS message. The requested information
was promptly relayed to the CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center Duty
Officer. Colncident with this event (0803252)the JCS/JRC
message was placed in the hands of the CINCUSNAVEUR Command
Center Duty Officer. |

DISCUSSION:

a. The expedition with which this required action was
accompllshed by USEUCOM JRC Duty Officer was, of course,
coincident with the eventual avallability of the Date-Time-
Group at the NMCC message center, 1t 1s possible that
the USEUCOM JRC Duty €fficer might have obtained the
JCS/JBC message Date-Time-Group had he been contacted
initially instead of the USEUCOM Command Duty Officer. 1In
assessing the NMCC message center procedure, some skepticism
exists.

b. The fact is evident, however, that USEUCOM JRC Duty
Officer, being more experienced in such matters, md a
better appreciationof the urgency connected with this, as

well as mare intimate knowledge of the standard procedure

for quick reaction adjustments tom

v,v é operations.
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¢. It is probable that hud JC3/JRC Duty Officer called
USEUCOM JRC Duty Officer, necessary action would hiave been

cet in motion precluding this delay of about three hours.

29, (}) CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center Duty Officer directed a
teletype conference with COMSIXTHFLT 3taff Duty Officer be set
up on secure teletype circuit. This was done by 0410Z and for
the next thirty (30) minutes effort was made to pass the JCS/JRC
message. Transmission difficulties resulting from atmosphericc
made this difficult and CéMSIXTHFLT acknowledgement was not .
obtained until about 080455Z. CINCUSNAVEUR also sent & confirms-
tion message* which COMSIXTHFLT recelved &t 0805182Z.

DISCUSSION:

Not applicable.

20. 9’) COMSIXTHFLT Staff Duty Officer prepared a message**
to USS LIBERTY to carry out the JC3/JRC message directive. This
was processed and ultimately resdy for presentation to Assistant
Chiel of Staff (OPS) for relesse by 0630z on 8 June. However,
pecause of his preoccupation in activities with COMSIXTHFLT and
~his Chief of Staff in preparation for a Secretary of Defense
directed press .conference, the message was not released until
0913Z. The message, although assigned an IMMMEDIATE precedence,
was not transmitted to NAVCOMSTA Morocco for relay to USS
LIBERTY until 10352 8 June because of delays incident to ftrans-
mission of other equal or higher precedence messages. USS

LIBERTY did not receive this message.

¥CINCUSNAVEUR wWirenote, DTG 080455Z June 67. (See Tab 49)
*%*COMSIXTHFLT MSG, DTG 080917Z June 67. (See Tab 53)

[
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DISCUSSION:

The Secretary of Defense had directed, in & message
directly to COMIZIXTHFLT, that press and media representatives
be thoroughly briefed on SIXTHFLT operations 25 peart of the
effort in progress to refute United Arab Republic allegations
that the SIXTHFLT was actively supporting Israel. The brief-
ing was to be conducted forenoon, 8 June, on the USS AMERICA
and COMSIXTHFLT and his key staff officer had been engaged

in preparations since 0600 local time.

31. g/fme COMSIXTHFLT message to USS LIBERTY was received ,
by NAVEOMSTA Morocco at 081050Z and delivered onward over Defense
Communications System (DCS) to DCS Ctation Asmara ( Army Communi-
cations Center, Asmara). DCS Ztation Asma2rs, through operator
error, delivered the message onward to MAVCOMSTA Greece.
NAVCOMSTA Greece sent it back, whereupon, 1t was delivered to
NAVCOMSTA Asmara at 081510Z and placed on the teletype broadcast
at 081525Z. USS LIBERTY's communications equipment had been .
destroyed in the meantime, during the attack.

DISCUSSION:

This is an over-simplified statement of the facts. The
communications flow analysis (Annex D , Tab 6 ) highlights
the situation existing at NAVCOMSTA Greece as & consequence
IW{‘M b‘hb\'\ &eyvh_z &Cd&k nd DL“"*—;: <
of having to handle Foreign Broadcast Intepcept System (FBIS)
traffic. This 1s a non-military activity and 1t was dumping

a high volume of high precedence traffic on NAVCOMSTA Greece,

with an adverse impact on military communicatlons.

32. A USS LIBERTY's 0808002 PO3IT/SITREP report was the
movement arrival report indicating 31-34N, 33-30E and thet USS
LIBERTY would remain within 30 NM of that point. It was

received by COMSIXTHFLT at 081120Z.



D1SCUSSION:

Not applicable.

33. (ﬂn USS LIBERTY reported¥ by IMMEDIATE message, having
been orbited by three DELTA Wing cingle-engine jet aircraft
three times at 31-27N, 34-00E at 080650Z. These were not
identified. Their altitude estimated to be 5,000 feet at two
miles. USS LIBERTY stated that no amplifying report would be
submitted. COMSIXTHFLT received this at 080920Z.

DISCUSSION:

COMSIXTHFLT was not alarmed by thils because USS LIBERTY 's
indication of no further reports was taken to mean that the
overflight was routine and was not indlcation of any appre-
hension by USS LIBERTY. It 1s to be noted that at least
one other report of overflight of USS LIBERTY by =zn eircraflt
earlier in the Mediterranean trahsit had been made by USS

LIBERTY.

3. (I USS SARATOGA reported** at 081235Z that 2 FLASH message
on the Navy High Command tactical volce circuit{had been received
from USS LIBERTY reporting, "I AM I{NDER ATTACK. MY POSIT 33-25E,
31-25N. I HAVE BEEN HIT. REQUEST IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE." It
was determined that USS LIBERTY lost all antennas in this straf-
ing attack.

DISCUSSION:

Not applicable.

¥USS LIBERTY MSG, DTG 080742Z June 67. (See Tab 51)
#%USS SARATOGA MSG, DTG 081235Z June 67. (See Tab 54)



(‘i‘ “ I t] Iar‘lgri i i—
14

55. (@4 At 0812372, USS SARATOGA relayed 2 message* recelved
fro USS LIBERTY on CINCUSNAVEUR's Single Side Band circult,
reporting, "Unidentified gunboats spproaching vessel now. "

DISCUSSION: |

-

Not applicable; to fix time of event only.

36. (% NAVCOMSTA Greece relayed a USS LIBERTY message** to
COMSIXTHFLT reporting, "At 081253Z we have been hit by 2
torpedo starboard side, ligting badly, request assistance
immediately."

DISCUSSION:

Not applicable.

*See Tab 55
**See Tab 58
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ORGANIZATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

(y Organizationally, as provided for im JCS Pub 4, the
Deputy Director for Reconnalssance assists the Director for
Ovcrations (J-3) in supervising worldwide reconnaissance
activities. He 1s the principal agent asslsting the Joint
Chiefs of Staff in exercising reconnalssance operationsal
direction over the unified and specified commands. The Joint
e __.naissance Center (JRC), according to its charter, supports
the Deputy Director for Reconnaissance, and 1s operated con-
tinuously under a JCS/JRC Duty Officer. The JRC is not organi-
zationally under the National Military Command Center (NMCQ).

The NMCC is operated under a Deputy Director for Operations
(DDO) who is continuously on duty. For this reason there are
five DDOs and flag/general officer rank personnel who rotate
on duty.

Neither the JRC nor the NMCC 1s subordinate to the other.
Their interrelationship is not formally spelled out.

DISCUSSION:

a. The JRC charter provides that 1t function under the
authority and direction of the Chalrman, Joint Chiefs of
Staff, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and subject to the super-
viéion and guidance of the Director, Joint Staff.

- b. Becaqse of the sensitivitg and classification sssocl-
ated with the reconnaissance operations which it 1s required
to "supervise," "coordinate," "monitor," and in some instances
"eontrol" in actual practice, the JRC is autonomous in
relation to the NMCC. The same applies to the JRC at
Headquarters, USEUCOM.

¢. In both locations the JRCs are physically separate
from the command centers.

d. It is important to note that all queries by higher

authority regarding military operations, including incidents,
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are directed to the DDO on duty within the NMCC, who
in this case, had no knowledge of the operation of
USS LIBERTY prior to the attack.

e. At Headquarters, USNAVEUR, the Operations Duty Officer
is the Duty Officer having cosgnizance over reconnalssance
operations. He is subordinate to the Command Center Duty
Officer and the Duty Captain and is physically co-located

within the Command Center.




OPERATINIAL CONTROL

(U) Dictionary of Military Terms for Joint Usage defirec
the term OPERATIONAL CONTROL: "(See Operational Command) -
(JCS): Those functions of command involving the composition
of subordinate forces, the assignmént of tasks, the designation
of objectives and the authoritative direction necessary to
accomplish the mission. Operational command should be exercised
by the use of the assigned normal organizational units through
their responsible commanders or through the commanders of
subordinate forces estaplished by the commander erxercising
operational command. It does not include such matters &ao-
administration, discipline, internal organization, and unit
training, except when a subordinate commander requests
aesistance. (The term is synonymous with operational contrel
and is uniquely applied to the operational control exercised
by the commanders of unified and specilied commands over
assigned forces 1n accordance with the National Security Act
of 1947, as amended and revised (10 U.S.C. 124). See also
ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLj; CONTROL." *

DISCUSSION:

While this term 1s used in assigning responsibility to
o commander, in actual practice the direction of the plat-
form‘s movements 1s controlled by another higher authority
(i.e., the Joint Chiefs of Starff). The commander's function,
consequently, is not consistent with this definition and
use of this term 1s a potential source of confusion and
misunderstanding. 1t would seem that an early determination
should be made either: )

(1) To amend the procedure to make the commander's

responsibility complete with respect to what operational

command is customarily accepted to mean; or

¥ JCS Pub I, page 139.
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(2} Preseribe a neuw term to clearly ana unequivceally
stipulate the lesser degree of responsibility, as
apparently intended by current practices with respect

to TRS and special operation ships only.
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SUBSECTION 1

DETATLED ANALYSIS OF COMMUNIGATLONS

WITH THE USS LIBERTY

1. gfrikm means of communications available for the
issuance and transmission of operaticns directives from the
Joint Chiefs of Staff to the USS LIBERTY from 1 through & June
1967 were a combination of Defense Communications System (DC3)
and Navy voice and teletype dedicated networks. Of particular
note was the interrelationships of transferring messages from
the DCS relay stations to the appropriate NAVCOMMSTA dedicated
networks.

2. Qﬂﬁ The USS LIBERTY departed Rota, Spain, on 2 June 1967,
with the following communications arrangements:

a. Copy Morocco fleet teletype broadcast to receive
general service communications until 7 June 1967, at which
time, shift to Asmara Navy teletype broadcast.

b. Transmit to any shore Naval Communications Station to
deliver any outgoing general service messages.

e Copy MoroccoMbroadcast to obtain

Mtraffic. '

"q. Transmit to Morocco to deliver Putgoingb

ﬂh‘affic. ’

e. Set up direct teletype communicationsb
Mwmn positionb
ﬁib favorable.

3. (éﬂiThere were eight key messages pertinent to the USS
LIBERTY incident of which four meésage directives vers
originated by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and four messages by
subordinate~commanders, carrying out the JCS directives. These.

messages contained instructions regarding the assigned operating
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Jocation of the USS LIBERTY. The USS LIBERTY was an action
or info addressee on all of these messagec. The record

of recelpt of these messages 1s indicated in the following
paragraphs. Detailed analysis outlined in the tabs deals

only with key addressees. There were many other miscellaneous
addressees on these messages.

4, 9! on 29 May 1967,* the Joint Chie s of Staff directed
USCINCEUR to assume operational control of the USS LIBERTY
upon arrival at Rota, Spain. Subsequent messages between
USCINCEUR, CINCUSNAVEUR, and USS LIBERTY indicuate this meudage
was received and operational control was assumed by US CINCEﬁR,
CINCUSNAVEUR, and ultimately by COMSIY.THFLT on 7 June 1967.

5. gi) on 1 June 1967,** the Joint Chiefs of Staff directed
USCINCEUR to sail the UsSS LIBERTY on 2 June 1967 and established
schedule and area of operation with a final position at 320N, 33CE,
This JCS directive also established closest points cf apprcach
to the United Arab Republic (UAR) of 13NM. The USS LIBERTY,
in her 2 June 1967 position report*¥*¥* indicated receint of
the JCS directive by stating her estimated arrival at the
final destination (0803002 Jun 67).

) Due to hostilitiles between the UAR and Israel, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, on 7 June 196( *HRHH directed USCINCEUR
by priority message to change the USS LIBERTY's closest point
of approach to 20NM for the UAR and 15NM for Israel. Because
it was missent to the Pacific by the Department of the Army
Communications nenter, this message was not received by the
1SS LIBERTY prior to attack.

REASON: Since a majority of US Navy Mobile Fleet

messages are destined for the Pacific, leccal prccedurcs in
the Department of the Army Communicatlons Center allow direct

transmission to the communications center serving the task

* JCS mug S5e) /2916022 May 6 Annax C

** JCS m 6722/0113 gz June Z? Y, nney %)
**% USS LI ERTY ms 08Z June % ?& , Annex C)
x*%x%¥ JCS msg 7337/072230Z June ab 2, Annex C)
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force, by-passing the normal path through the relay at
Cheltenham, Maryland. After preliminary review of the

message and noting a task force addressee, the routing clerk

in the Department of the Army Communications Center assigned
the San Miguel, Philippines routing indicator on the assumption
that the addressee was 1in the Pacific. Detailed explanation

of routing and delay times is contained in Tab 1, Annex D.

7. ga!’ By immediate message, the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
on 8 June 1967,* directed USCINCEUR to cancel previous JCS
directive establishing éO nautical mile limit and established
100 nautical mile limit. This message was not received by
the USS LIBERTY.

REASON: A series of personnel errcrs resulting in mis-
routing the message to the Pacific area for the same reason
as stated for previous message in paragraph 6. Subsequent
retransmissions were required which delayed the ultimate
broadcast (after the attack) to the USS LIBERTY. Tab 2, Annex D,
provides complete details of delay times and misrouting data.

8. Ui’ While the previous paragraphs have dealt with the
delivery of JCS message directives to the USS LIBERTY, the
following paragraphs will outline.subordinate command directives
concerning USS LIBERTY operation.

9. m on 6 June 1967, ** CINCUSNAVEUR directed COMSIXTHFLT
to assume operational control of USS LIBERTY at 070001Z June
1967 and further stated that operational area might be modified,
for safety reasons, as dictated by the local conditions. This
directive also requested that position reports be thanged to
".s of 1800Z" and upgraded to immediate przcedence. The

USS LIBERTY was instructed to "Chop" to COMSIXTHFLT at 070001%Z.

TS msg 7307/080110Z June 67 (Tab 45, Annex C)
%% GINCUSNAVEUR msg 061357Z June 67 (Tab30, Annex C)
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Terc 1s evldence that substantiates the raceipt of this mescage
by the USS LIBERTY in her message, also on 6 June 1967,* as

she reported to COMSIXTHFLT acknowledging the change of
operational control as of’ 0O70001%Z. '

10. (;ZfT}m COMSIXTHFLT message on 6 June 1967, ** instructed
1SS L1BERTY to change operational control to COMSIXTHFLT and
provided instructions regarding threats of attack, logistical
requirements, contact reports with.unidentified or hostile
ships/aircraft, and emergency action procedures. Specific
instructions regarding coﬁmunications procedures were also given.
This message was probably undelivered to the USS LIBERTY since
she shifted to the Asmara broadcast on 7 June 1967 as originally
scheduled by her 2 June 1967 movement report (see Tab 284, Annex C).

1. (#f USCINCEUR message on 8 June 1967,%* directed
CINCUSNAVEUR to take for action the JCS directive charging the
closest points of approach to UAR and Israel tc 100 nautical
miles. Prior to dispatch of this message, various effc~ts had
been made by telecon, voice and teletype, to pass the action
and a copy of the JCS message directive to COMSIXTHFLT, This
action was pompleted approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes prior
to diépatch of USCINCEUR message. See Tabs 3 and 4, Annex D
for analysis. -'Since direct circuits were used, the USS LIBERTY
was not included in any of the telecon transmissions between
CINCUSNAVEUR and COMSIXTHFLT. The USS LIBERTY was an addressee
on the USCINCEUR diréctive which was placed on the Asmara fleet
broadcast at 081059Z. Since records were not available from
the USS LIBERTY, receipt of the USCINCEUR message could not

be confirmed. It should be noted, however, that this directive

¥USS TIBERTY msg 0620362 June 67 éTab 34, Armex Cg
** COMSIXTHFLT msg 062349Z June 67 (Tab 36, Anrex C
*%% USCINCEUR msg 080625Z June 67 (Tab 49, Annex C)
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made no mention of new geographical constraints, but only
itated "This confirms reference a (telecon between USCINCEUR)
to take reference b (JCS directive which was missent to the
Pacific and not received by the USS LIBERTY) for action.”

12. Qﬂ’ The final directive to be discussed is the COMSIXTHFLT
instructions* establ ishing a new closest point of approach of
100 nautical miles to the UAR and Israel. The directive was
in response to CINCUSNAVEUR action outlined in a message**
relayed via telecon. After internal staffing and delay in
preparation and transmission due to equal or higher precedence
traffic, the COMSIXTHFLT message was broadcast to and received
by NAVCOMMSTA, Morocco, approximately one and one-half hours
prior to the attack on the USS LIBERTY. The NAVCOMMSTA, Mcrocco
relayed via the DCS Major Relay at San Pablc, Spain, tc DCS
Ma jor Relay (Army Communications Center) Asmara. Due to a
personnel error, resulting in sending the message to MAVCOMMSTA,
Greece, which sent it back for delivery to NAVCOMMSTA,” Asmara,
the message was not placed on the fleet broadcast until 081525Z,
some three hours after the attack. It 1s apparent that the
BSS LIBERTY did not receive the message. (See Tab 5, Annex D)

137 Uf’kThe following paragraphs are designed to provide a
basis for assessing the USS LIBERTY communicationé capability.

14, ny During the transit of the USS LIBERTY to its designated
position, a quality communications product was being obtained,
and criticomm special circuits to the communication shore stafion
(Morocco) were good. The USS LIBERTY shifted from the Morocco
broadcast to the Asmara broadcast at 070001Z in accordance with

information given in USS LIBERTY movement report, DTG 021330%Z.

— TOMSTIXTAFLT 0809172 June 67 (Tab 53, Annex c)
%% CINCUSNAVEUR msg 080455Z June 67 (Tab 48, Annex C)
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1n the Eastern Mediterranean some ships desire to use Asmara
broadcast which has fewer customers, may provide better service,
and may be more responsive to rerun requests. This 1s a
doubtful procedure because Naval Communication Stationg Morocco
and Greece offer a larger choice of frequencies, are
simultaneously keyed, and cover a larger area of the Mediterranean,
thus requliring fewer shifts of broadcasts. The crew aboard

the USS LIBERTY verified the excellent quality of communications
priocr to tre attack. Further attesting to this is the fact that
only 14 out of approximatély 1000 messages required a rerun on

6 June 1967. Of these 14, only six were applicable to the

UssS LIBERTY. Of the six, three had previously peer:. obtained,

which indicates Some lack of good record keeping.

5. e S—

loss of

17. g’) Although the attack resulted in a complete
communications, emergency restoration of HICOM voice capability
was completed within minutes of the attack. A1l USS LIBERTY
communications immediately after the attack were via HICOM

voice network.



SUBSECTION II

STATUS OF COMMUNICATIONS

1. U!7 Prior to and concurrent wiﬁh the hostilities between
the United Arab Republic (UAR) and Igrazel, traffic volume in
the Mediterranean area communications stations almost drubled
during the week prior to the USS LIBERTY incident. Haval
Communication Station (NAVCOMMSTAS Greece particularly was
loaded with large amounts of Flash and Imme aiate traffic. A
special channel for Flash and Immedlate message traffic to
State Department Athens was set up from NAVCOMMSTA, Greece
and soon became backlogged. During the period 5 - 10 June
1067 inclusive, records of the CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center
indicated that 610 Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS)
messages vere received. Of these, 317 were Operatioral
Inmediate and 15 were Flash, or 54% of the total 610. (See
Tab &, Annex D, for comparative analysils of message volume
for 1 - 12 February and 1 - 12 June. )

BI'Qﬂh The overall increased volume of high precedence
message traffic, Operational Immediate and Flash, had a
di;ect bearing on the ability to transmit instructions to the
Uss LIBERTY. Specifically, the COMSIXTHFLT Communications
Center had seven Operatlional Immediate and one Flash message
which were in station at the time of release of COMSIXTHFLT
message 0809172 to the USS LIBERTY regarding new consctraints
on geocgraphical 1imits of operation. Other communications
centers at other locations had the same situation existing.
Directly related to the USS LIBERTY incident, ﬁhe delay in
delivery of the 7 June USS LIBERTY position report was due

to high precedence communications. For this same reason
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position reports for 3, 4 oand b June were also delayed. Mie
t loung delays or non-receipt of position reports, it was
acsumed by all echelons that the USS LIBERTY was on schedule
and proceeding to on-station 1ocatioﬁ, while in actuality,

the ship was on station nearly one day in advance of initially
established aréival time.

ER (Q‘ Originators of messages destined for the Eurcpean
ared paised the precedence of their traffic to improve delivery
time.’ ﬂany high precedence messages contained large numbers
of addressees, thereby delaying rapid delivery. Some operation
ordo1rs sent by electrical means were very lengthy (i.e., 19AF
Seymour Johnson AF Base OO3M9/BO}73OZ May, 28 pages, 83
addressees; and CINCAFSTRIKE 88847/280051% May, 46 pages,

&1 addressees). Very lengthy messSages tend to clog communica-
tion circuits causing backlogs of eqgual and lover precedence
traffic. The principles ol communication economy demansd that
originators use the lowest precedence permissible, have as fev
addressees as are necessary, and be prief and conclse.
Application of these principles help preserve the integrity

of communication networks, permits more rapid delivery of all
traffic and reduces possible backlog delays; however, in this
Middle East si%uation, these principles were widely viclated.

4. (f) At 0512002 June USCINCEUR imposed "Minimize" on
originators of teletypewriter messages within European Theater,
but did not request the Joint Chiefs of Staff to further impose
"1ipimize" on messages into the theater. This message vas
tpransmitted about the same time CINCUSNAVEUR reques%ed "Minimize"
be imposed. In an attempt to overcome backlogs, communication
personnel stood extra watches (watch off and watch on in some
cuses) and ordered additional communication channels wiere

possible.
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5. @frlm;a separate but related item, a HATD emergs=ncy
action message exercise was conducted in the midst of the
period subsequent the attack on the USS LIBERTY when there
wac extensive high precedence message traffic and when "Minimize"
lnd already been imposed to reduce abnormal amount of traffic.
These high precedence eyerclse messages interferred with
actual high precedence traffic associated with the attack on
the USS LIBERTY. Additionally, this incident 1s 1llustrative
of the potential for degrading US military communications by
shared use of communicaticns facilities and satellite programs
with NATO and other national entities over whom the US militéry
commander cannot exercise control. (See Tab 6, Annex L, for
HATC Wide Awake 9-67 Information.)

6. (Gﬁ’As a consequence of this JC3 Fact Finding Team,
procedural disparities between commands and communications center
activities became apparent.

5. The application of date time groups is accomplished

in several different methods, with nc direct meaningful

correlation. For example, one command assigns the DTG as

it is received at the message center. Apother command

assigns the DTG at the time it is released, while still
another assigns the OTG Just priér to preparation for
transmission.
b. The procedures for processing outgoing messages by
the NMCC message center, Pentagon, are unnecessarily delaying
JCS traffic. The requirement to administratively process
outgoing messages prior to receipt and transmissicn by the
Department of the Army Commqnications Center is questioned.
c. The present methods of assignment of routing indicators

{for the addressees does not minimize personnel errors. In

tlie case of communications to the USS LIBERTY, personnel

ST h2
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error in routing indicator assignment was a major factor
causing untimely delivery of critical messages. Further
discussion and specific cases are provided in Subsection I
of this Annex.

d. The difference in procedures for transmission and
delivery of messages from the originator to the primary
action agency has been highlighted during this study. In
one instance, two command centers located in the same
building but served by different communications centers,
were addressees on a sﬁecific Flash message. However, one
command center received the message approximately one houf‘
bLefore the other command center was aware of its exictence.
(See Tabs 7 and 8, Annex D, for specific examples.)

e. Personnel manning of the communications centerc
contacted by the team is below established authorized strength.
Verification of need for additionai personnel was evidenced
by the necesslty for augmenting shifts and compressing
schedules which have been 1n exiStence, in one instance, for
the past fourteen months. In addition, individuals performing
such functions as routing indicator assignments, tape -
preparation and torn tape relay are, for the most, inexperienced .
individuals with minimum time in service (one to two years).
This factor’contfibutes to personnel errors introduced 1into
the preparation and transmission of messages. Supervisory
bfficer personnel are very junior and rarely have in excess
of one or two years length of service; yet they are in
positions where exercise of jul zment could be a key factor
in selecting the order in which important messages of the
same precedence should be sent.

7. (y4,The practice aboard technical research ships (TRS)

(USS LIBERTY) of combining general service andb"ﬂ"

Win a single package causes delay

ST S 43
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in processing of general service traffic. In each of these
cases, the general service traffic hasto be segregated and
separate messages created for the general service portion.
While the mission and employment of tﬁe TRS probably Jjustifies
this practice, the procedure should be dzfined as a standard
so tlhuat operational control authorities can treat 1t on the
basis of exception to the ordinary route.
8. (l It was the expressed opinion at USCINCEUR and
« CINCUSNAVEUR that the Defense Communications Systems (DCS)

performs satisfactorily during normal peacetime periods but .-

was not responsive in crisis periods. The lack of flexibility:
in routing of communicatidns traffic and ahility to augment,
on a contingency basis, was cited as particular deficiencies.

9. (ﬂ” The CINCUSNAVEUR and COMSIXTHFLT exprecsed the
inability of the DCS to react to all needs andl emphasized that
dedirated circuitry would always be a requirement if effective
command and control is to be ascomplished. COMSIXTHFLT tmmprijtied
this desire by stating "he would trade one ship for effective
commuﬁications," emphasizing his dissatisfaction with current
capabilities of eqguipment and facilities.

10. (36 The Deput., USCINCEUR, stated that communications
at Stuttgart, Ge#many, despite th=2 mobille configuration currently
being employed,lare far superior to those previously provided

‘

at Camp Des Loges, France.

| ComTTORCIAL b
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SUMMARY QF SIGNIFICANT COMMUNICATIONS ITEMS

-

1. (gf The increased volume of traffic during the Middle
East crisis highlighted the need to augment the Defense
Communications System (DCS) on a contingency basls, to support
unforeseen trouble areas. This augmentation should not
necessarily be in terms of hardware but also in terms of:

a. Calling up additional leased clrcuits.

b. Circult rearrangements.

¢. Manpower pools.

d. Elimination of relays by establishing direct
circults.between points of high traffic volume.

2. Qﬁ The impact of introducing into the DCS a volume of
high precedence traffic, from a National Communications System
(NCS) Operating Agency (1.e. State Department) durlng a crisis
period, degrades the already overloaded DCS. This saturation
emphasized the lack of prilor consideration to handle the NCS ~
and other (NATO) agency traffic over ICS facilities.

3. gﬂ& The introduction of NATO exercise traffic into the
DCS during crisis periods, such as océurred on 8 June 1967 is

11lustrative of the potential for degrading US military communi-

cations by shared use of facilities and satelllte programs

Ed

witr NATO and other national entities over whom the US military
commander cannot exefcise control.
L, (j"From an analysis of communications, the need for

traffic management of communications was apparent. Institution

of re-routing around trouble areas or making maximum use of direct

circults are means to alleviate pressure points which result in
times of crisils.

5. uﬂ'As a result of the JCS Fact Finding Team examination
regarding the USS LIBERTY, numerous procedural deficilencles were
revealed:

a. Assignment of lmproper precedence and excessive number

of addressees was observed.
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" b. Procedure for assignment of date time group 1s not
cansistent within or between command/services.
¢. The methods of and procedures for assignment of
routing indicators exposes a means for personnel error.
The use of such advancements as automatic scanners and
application of Automatic Data Procéssing would eliminate
personnel error, reduce manpower requirements, improve
quality of transmission and reduce message handling times.
d. As evidenced by a specific message directly related
to the USS LIBERTY incident, the methods of transmltting a
* message from an originator to two addressees in the same
location (Pentagon) are different, resulting in one .=
addressee receiving the message in advance of other
addressees which require an additlonal relay point. For
efficiency and operational éxpedlency, messages should flow

to the addressees in the most direct route.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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RECTIMENDATIONS

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT:

1. (ﬂ The interrelationship between the Deputy Director
for Operations, as senior watch officer within tl}e itl‘.ati'onal
Military Command Center, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff/Joint
.Reconnaissance Center (JCS/JRC) be formallzed,

2. (7 The term "Operational Control" not be used in
* asslgning responsibility to a commander of a unified and

specified command or subordinate command for“hip T

Moperations when, in fact,

-

hlis responsibility :'Ls not intended to be fully consonant
with that term as defined in JCS Publication Nc. 1. If a
new descriptive term is required, it should be promulgated.

3. (# The current policy guidance*wherebyml

reiuirements are validated and approved be continued.

oy, (ﬂ The procedures governing the control ofw

platforms be made more definitive with respect toh\

gplatforms, and

~——

be disseminated té insure:

a-. Commanders of unified and specified commands, aé vell

as major component commanders, have a clearer and mutual

understanding of the relative dmportance ofH

a¢ctivities within thelr respective areas of responslbilitiles.




c. Artificial "parriers' between operationaf eTements

of staffs and them
M’Staff ‘elements which apparently have emerged

Me specifically

reviewed and eliminated in order to improve the value and

timely utilization of theHat all major
> .

command echelons.

. 5. w The present JCS/JRC charter and policy guldance
defined 1&2;& 676-ég§ldated 19 August 1966, be continued as an
effective modus Qperandi for the rapid reaction control of tégﬁ'

but that JCS/JPC edhers<
to the established procedures whereby JRC must deal with JRCs
in the established chain.

6. 921 The necessary clarification of the authority dele-
gated JRC duty personnel to issue oral directives in the name
of the commander concerned be i{ssued within and to all affected
commands as soon as»possible, establishing a system of authen-
tications, 4f necessary, to achieve quick reaction capability.

'7.(}A'T%ere should be no independent operations in a

'commanggp‘s area without his being informed and his responsi—
bility__clearly defined.

| 8. (91 AL echelons appreciate that ships of LIBERTY class

\ are defenseless, and that 1t is impossible for an operational
COmﬁander to protect 1t adequately without negating 1ts useful-
ness; 1.e., without providing escort and combat air patrol
(CAP) he can only react to attack once initiated or threatened,
which in this case was too late.

9. gdﬁ A specjifilc exception and procedure be spelled out

fo

M platforms, the nature of
whose missions preclude adhering to standard movement

reporting.
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10. (U) The exploitation of avallable technology b€ accel-
erated to modernize mesSage handling and routing procedures
to minimize impact of relative scarcity of qualified career
personnel in the current and expanding environment of extremely
rapid'and high volume communications.

11, (U) The need for dedicated command and control circultry,
as opposed to use of common user circultry, be carefully
reevaluated in view of this incident.

. 12. (U) As a matter of urgency, the Department of Defense

Communications Satellite program be accelerated to achieve

shipboard terminals as soon a8 practicable in order to 1mprove1
the capability of fleet control communications.

13. (f) Possible undesirability of amalgamating NATO-US
military communications and communicatlons satellite programs
be carefully reviewed.

14, (l) The impact on the Defense Communications System (DCS)
py National Communications System (NCS) communications should
be carefully surveyed in light of the impact of Forelgn Broad-
cast Information Service (FBIS) and bépartment of State traffic

on the military DCS communications stations in this crislils

situation.

>

15. (U) The Military Communications Electronics Board (MCEB)

study the procedures used to find and apply the correct routing

: indicators for addressees of messages with the object of find-

3
-
i

ing a modern method which will minimize personnel errors.

16. (U).The impact of the DCS function on a communications
station should be reviewed, with respect to the manning and
experience levels of the communications statlon; that the
personnel allowances and requirements of communlications stations

be reexamined.




17. (U) The Defense Communications Agency establish a
traffic management capability, as opposed to circult manage-
ment, in order to provide for dispatching the flow of traffic
through unburdened DCS paths to effect prompt relief of

congestion during contingencies.
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CORAL TN FOR LIAGOR cuwERAL JOSZPH R. RUSS, USA, 01886C,
CiiIZT, JOINT COMAZND AND CONTROL REQUIREMENTS
GROUP?, GSCS

Lesjeet:  Pact-Tinding Tcen (v)

1. ‘4) ¥You ere herewith cesiznated senior member of an &d
hoe s db-findlng tean TO eamanc the circumstances relating ©o
w2 Ls.uance and trancsmission of operational directives to the

3o LoomIAY associated with events during the period 1 June TO
~

Juns 1567 which culminated in the attacik on USS LIBERTY
(Q:R 5y on 081210%Z June 1967.

team shall comprise the following members wWnose
znces are as indicated: g

...“or Generel Joseph R. Russ, U3a, 019860, TS/SK

-z~ Acmiral Trancis J. Titzopztirick, USH, cg2ule, TS/SZ
Coiorel Williem A. Garretd, USAT, IK 10858, TS/SL
Cantailn Willian D. Owen, USN, 107068, TS/SI

o or Herlan E. Priddle, USAT, TR 47157, TS/SI

1so0 to reguest the Military Services to designate
f contact to facilitate your obtaining such assist-

a
o

3. () Your fact-finding study shall include:

:. The means utilized to issue and transmit operational
Giprectives of tne Joint Chiels of Staff to the USS LIBERTY.

5. Tne specific orders:

(1) Issued to the USS LIBERTY between 1 June and
3 June 1987.

. -
. B
4 / /;.} ) -, . N E Cf.\.'Jr “
RENT i BRSPSy L Ll W N b e
Sl - (_, Cee s i Dumngredid @t 3y e
P e S un Ladlee L A s ~ (el
[P RS e - e it s . ¢ nterycts; declassiiicy
T tiete e '
! sier 12 yeirs :
- 3 ¢

]




5. (U You ere cirected TO report your o ~5 together
with POCOTYiENGETlons, as appropriate, to .. ... Cniefs of
Stail

5. 9{) The court of 1ﬁqu1fy convenad by CIk ICUSTAVEUR to
inguirf Into tne circumstances leeding ©o and connected with
“he armed attack on the U.u3 LIBERTY wzll ingquire into admini-
3TPATIVE, ClSC’31¢uaPV, and internal matters within that command
which e rnot within ne scope of the examination by the fact-
findan; Ce&m. This ;acL—r;nd*n" team will not infringe upon the

+he court of inguiry.

pr*erpga'»._v-ves of

Copy
U5CINCIUR
CT1ICUSNMAVIUR
COriZR 6TH FLEET
CSA

cx0

CSATY

CiiC

(2) To waich U3S ISR

_)._-"._OL‘J .

c. Circumsioncegs attending &ny conilicIing cirzetT:
nordinaie celays in the wreceilzt oI messajes Sr QLaer

orcers, Or —~heir nonreceipdt.
(U) You will incorporate ir your
-z-erenTs whnich bear on your

For

TO:

RS

S CF i .
Codardineru

- 2

PR
[SRCRPIC N
i

[URIATe

e L. o . .
NG WRDLAE C1ooe

report any official US
rngings.

A
Ii

the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

/'} - e , -—
(o ?

,/" LS A
e /// Ty
B. E. SPIVv <y

t. General, USA
Director, Joint Staff
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ITINERARY




DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED
.DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED
DEPARTED
ARRIVED

ITINERARY

Wa%hington, D. C.
London, England
London, England
Stuttgart, Germany
Stuttgart, Germany
Athens, Greece
Athens, Greece

USS AMERICA

USS AMERICA

USS LITTLE ROCK
USS LITTLE ROCK
USS AMERICA

USS AMERICA
Athens, Greece
Athens, Greece
Malta

Malta

London, England
London, England

Washington, D. C.

2020
0815
1655
1910
1400
1935
0805
1000
1015
1025
1235
1240
1243
1440
1445
1815
0700
1330
1330
1645

12 June
13 June
13 June
13 June
14 June
14 June
15 June
15 June
15 June
15 Juné
15 June
15 June
15 June
15 June
15 June
15 June
16 June
16 June
18 June
18 June

1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967



RQSTER OF PERSONS VISITED (aont 'd)

NAME

John S. McCAIN, Jr.

ADM, USN

J. C. WYLIE, Jr.
RADM, USN

M. J. HANLEY, Jr.

CAPT, USN

W. N. HATCH
CAPT, USN

E. E. LEE
CDR, USN

R. D. SMITH
CAPT, USN

E. L. GOLAVOTTI
LT, USN

R. F. ROEMER
CDE, USN

Cc. "A. TURNER
CAPT, USN

L. R. RAISH
CAPT, USN

G. D. JORGENSEN
CDR, USN

W. I. MARTIN
VADM, USN

C. H. SMITH
CAPT, USN

R. I. KASTEN
CAPT, USN

I. C. KIDD
RADM, USN

B. M. ATKINSON
CAPT, USN

CINCUSNAVEUR

POSITION

CINCUSNAVEUR

Deputy, CINCUSNAVEUR

Deputy Chief of Staff
Asst Chief of Staff,

Intelligence

Admin Officer/Head, Plans
Policy

Head, ISIC
Asst Ship Operations
Asst for Carrier & Special

Wpns Ops

Asst Chief of Staff,
Logistics

Asst Chief of Staff,
Communications

* vt - - rm—

DATE VISITED

13 June 1967
-

13 June 1967
13 June 1967
13 June 1967
13 June 19§Z
13 June 196?
13 June 1967
13 June 1967

13 June 1967

13 June 1967

Command Center Duty Officer 13 June 1967

>

COMSIXTHFLT

COMSIXTHFLT
Chief of Staff

Deputy Chief of Staff,
Operations

CINCUSNAVEUR
(Board of Inquiry)

Chalirman

Member

15 June 1967

15 June 1967

15 June 1967

15 June 1967

15 June 1967

-~
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9.

10.

11.

12.

- SUMMARY QF MESSAGES

EFFECTING

LIBERTY MOVEMENTS AND ACTIONS

DTG ORIGIN ADDEE/TEXT

052235Z NOV  JCS (5838) TO SINCPAC, CINCLANT, INFO
USCINCEUR AND OTHERS, OPS
CONTROL OF TRS W/B EFFECTED
THRU COMPONENT COMMANDS.

0412127 FEB  USCINCEUR DIRECTED COMPONENTS TO CLEAR
ALL ITEMS REQUIRING DECISION
WITH USEUCOM.

240020Z MAY COMSERVRON 8 DIRECTED LIBERTY TO DEPART
~ ABIDJAN ASAP FOR ROTA.

o41732Z MAY  LIBERTY TO ALCON GIVING ETA ROTA AT
312000Z MAY AND ETA OP AREA
OFF PORT SAID 061400Z (FIRST
INDICATION COMSIXTHFLT HAD
THAT LIBERTY TO BE STATIONED
OFF EGYPT).

2710527 MAY CINCUSNAVEUR OUTLINE GEOGRAPHICAL AREA OF.
QPS AND DEFINED 100 NM CPA
UAR LIMITATION.

291602Z MAY JCS (6499) TO CINCLANT AND USCINCEUR
APPROVING DIVERSION OF LIBERTY
TO EAST MED. INFO LIBERTY.

' N\
300040Z MAY CINCLANTFLT SERVLANT AND OTHERS - DIRECT
- LIBERTY CHOP TO USCINCEUR
UPON ARRIVAL ROTA. INFO
LIBERTY.

3002022 MAY COMSERVRON 8 DIRECTS LIBERTY TO CHOP TO
‘ USCINCEUR. .

300932Z MAY USCINCEUR - TO0 USNAVEUR INFORMING OF

: RESPONSE FOR ASSUMING oP
CONTROL OF LIBERTY UPON
ARRIVAL AT ROTA.

310828Z  MAY ;ﬁIﬁERTY PIM REPORT
R _ A . -’C
AR AR




13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.
23.
2k,

25.

26.

DTG

3117502

010035%2

0103092

0104192

011305%

0115452

0120302

012120Z

MAY

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

020717 JUN

021132Z

0213302

JUN

JUN

022108z JUN

031016Z JUN

051352Z JUN

ORIGIN

CINCUSNAVEUR

USCINCEUR

JCS (6714)

USCINCEUR

CINCUSNAVEUR

705 (6724)

USCINCEUR

CINCUSNAVEUR

CINCUSNAVEUR

LIBERTY

LIBERTY

LIBERTY

CINCUSNAVEUR

CINCUSNAVEUR

ADDEE/TEAT

DIRECTS LIBERTY, UPON CHOP
TO USNAVEUR DEPART ROTA FOR
EAST MED.

REQUESTS JCS GUIDANCE WITH
RESPECT TO SKED, OP AREA, AND
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS. INFORMS
USNAVEUR THAT SKED AND OP AREAS
WILL BE PROVIDED. DIRECTS
SITREPS AND PIM REPTS.

TO USCINCEUR - HOLD LIBERTY
AT ROTA UNTLL OTHERWISE DIRECTED.
PUBS AND TO
BOARD AT R . INFO LIBERTY.

TELLS USNAVEUR TO TAKE JCS MSG
010309Z JUNE FORAC. -=

TO0 LIBERTY - DIRECTED LIBERTY

TO DELAY ING UNTIL AFTER .
PUBS AND

ABOARD.

TO USCINCEUR AND OTHERS, INCLUD-
ING LIBERTY, DIRECTED LIBERTY
BE SAILED TO EAST MED ARRIVING
OFF PORT SAID ON 8 JUN.

DIRECTS USNAVEUR TO TAKE FORAC
JCS MSG 011545Z JUN., INFO
LIBERTY.

HOLDS LIBERTY UNTIL REPAIRS
COMPLETED.

LIBERTY - DIRECTED TO PROCEED
ON 2 JUN IAW JCS MSG 011545Z
JUN.

REPAIRED AT 021230Z DEPARTED
AT THAT TIME AT BEST SPEED.

USNAVEUR AND OTHERS - MOVEMENT
REPORT SHOWING ETA 080300Z

AT 32N and 33-30CE.

ALCON - DEPARTED ROTA.

ADVISED COMSIXTHFLT THAT
LIBERTY WOULD BE CONDUCTING

" SURVEILLANCE OPS IN EAST MED

AND REQUESTED LOG SUPPORT.
INFO LIBERTY.

TO COMSIXTHFLT - CPA OF 100
NM TO UAR AND OTHERS.

3



DTG ORIGIN ADDEE /TEXT

27 . 051850Z JUN CINCUSNAVEUR TO COMSIXTHFLT, AIR AND
SURFACE OPS CPA 25 NM FROM
CYPRUS IS AUTHORIZED.

28. 051934z JUN LIBERTY TO ALCON - ADVISED OF 2400
POSITION OF 35-20N and 19-10E

AND ADVISED SHE HAD ASSUMED
CONPDITION OF READINESS THREE.

29. 0520152 JUN COMSIXTHFLT T0 CTF 60 - CPA OF 100 NM

TO UAR AND OTHERS.
30. 0613572 JUN CINCUSNAVEUR TO COMSIXTHFLT, DIRECTING oP
. COM OF LIBERTY AT 070001Z.
31. 061410Z JUN USCINCEUR . TO USNAVEUR, INFO LIBERTY ET

AL, REQ SITREPS AND PIMS AS-
OF 1800z "O" PRECEDENCE.

32. 061844Z JUN LIBERTY TO ALCON - POSITION REPORT
OF LIBERTY.
33. 062000Z JUN LIBERTY CHOP REPORT.
34. 062036Z JUN LIBERTY _ ADVISED COMSIXTHFLT OF STATICS

AND ACKNOWLEDGED OPCON CHANGE
SCHEDULED FOR 070001Z.

35. 062050Z JUN Jcs (7206) OUTLINES PROCEDURES FOR DEVEL-
OPING SCHEDULE FOR LIBERTY
WHILE IN USCINCEUR AREA.

36. 0623492 JUN COMSIXTHFLT T0 LIBERTY OUTLINING OPCON
) GUIDANCE.
37 . 070259Z JUN Jcs (7239) TO COMSIXTHFLT - CJCS REQUESTED

VERIFICATION THAT THERE HAD
BEEN NO COMM OR CONTACT BETWEEN
COMSIXTHFLT AND ISRAEL.

38. 0706262 JUN COMSIXTHFLT CONFIRMED TO THE JCS AND OTHERS
’ THAT VOICE CONTACT BETWEEN
_ COMSIXTHFLT AND TEL AVIV HAD
" BEEN ESTABLISHED. ALSO STATED
. NO COMM WITH ISRAELI FORCE
EXISTED.

39. 070908Z JUN LIBERTY TO COMSIXTHFLT GIVING POSITION
REPORT AS OF 070800Z AND ETA
AT 31-45N and 33-30E at 072300Z.

40. 071503z JUN  COMSIXTHFLT ADVISED JCS AND OTHERS OF AIR
OPS OF 5-6 JUN AND ALSO ADVISED
OF 100 NM CPA FOR AIR AND
SURFACE OPS. —



DTG ) ORIGIN ADDEE/TEXT

4o, 072230z JUN  JCS (7337) CHANGED CPA TO 20 NM AND
GAVE OPTION TO MODIFY ORIG
TASKING (011545zZ) AS LOCAL

CONDITIONS DICTATE. INFO

LIBERTY.
43, 072350Z JUN JCS(JRC)- TO USNAVEUR, ADVISING THAT
TELECON CPA OF LIBERTY WAS BEING
CHANGED TO 100 NM. MSG TO
FOLLOW.
by, 080030Z JUN JCS(JRC) - TO USCINCEUR ADVISING OF
TELECON CALL TO USNAVEUR AND SAME
INFO AS GIVEN TO USNAVEUR.
L5, 080110Z JUN JCS (73&7) CONFIRMED 100 NM CPA AS
RELAYED BY TELECON. INFO.
LIBERTY. o
b6. 080325Z JUN USNAVEUR - TO USCINCEUR REQUESTING DTG
TELECON OF JCS MSG. USCINCEUR
OBTAINED AND RELAYED TO
USNAVEUR.
ur. 080410Z JUN USNAVEUR - TO COMSIXTHFLT, AUTHORIZED
TELECON TEXT OF JCS 080110Z AND

REQUESTING TAKE FORAC. OFFI-
CIAL MSG TO FOLLOW. (TRANS-
ACTION COMPLETED AT 080455Z) .

48. 080455Z JUN CINCUSNAVEUR TO COMSIXTHFLT CONFIRM
TELECON BY WIRENOTE.

49, -080625Z JUN USCINCEUR TO USNAVEUR, OFFICIALLY CON-
FIRMING 0O80410Z ACTION COM-
PLETED BY TELECON. INFO
LIBERTY.

'50. 080634z JUN LIBERTY O COMSIXTHFLT GIVING POSITION
AS 31-45N and 33-30E WITHIN
30 NM FOR NEXT 24 HOURS.

51. 0807422 JUN  LIBERTY TO ALCON - ADVISED OF BEING
- ORBITED BY TWO JET AIRCRAFT.

52. 0808567 JUN LIBERTY DESTROYING SUPERSEDED MATERIAL
DUE TO CURRENT SITUATION AND
SHALLOW WATER.

53.  080917Z JUN COMSIXTHFLT T0 LIBERTY - DIRECTED NEW CPA
. - OF 100 NM. REQUESTED ACKNOW-
LEDGEMENT. (NOT RECEIVED
PRIOR TO ATTACK).

54, 081235Z JUN LIBERTY RELAYED BY USS SARATOGA.
‘ ADVISED OF ATTACK.

55. 0812372 JUN SARATOGA LIBERTY'S REPORT OF THREE
' ‘ MTBS APPROACHING.



56.

57 .

58.

59.

60.

61.

6.
63.
6l .

65.

66.

67 .

68.

DTG

0812507
0812542

0813017

081316%Z

0813202

08133972

0817402
081410Z

0814127

0814147

0814167

0814172

Q814252

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

ORIGIN

COMSIXTHFLT
LIBERTY

NAVCOMSTA
GREECE

CTF 60

COMSIXTHFLT

COMSIXTHFLT

CINCUSNAVEUR

CTF 63

NAVCOMSTA
MQROCCO

USDAO
TEL AVIV

Jcs (7354)

COMSIXTHFLT

COMSIXTHFLT

ADDEE/TEXT

DIRECTS AMERICA TO LAUNCH
A/C TO ASSIST LIBERTY.

RELAYED BY SARATOGA, ADVISING
OF TORPEDO ATTACK.

TO JSNAVEUR - RELAYED INFO
RECEIVED FROM LIBERTY VIA
VOICE HICOM THAT TORPEDO HIT
QN STARBOARD. OCCURRED AT
081253%Z.

DIRECTS BOTH AMERICA AND
SARATOGA TO LAUNCH FOUR A/C

IN DEFENSE OF LIBERTY. REMAIN
OVER INTERNATIONAL WATERS<: -

USCINCEUR AND AIG 998 - CON-
FIRMED LIBERTY ATTACK. INDI-
CATED A/C BEING DEPLOYED.

CNO INFORMED OF ACTIONS BEING
TAKEN. FACT THAT LIBERTY
POSIT ON EDGE OF UAR CLAIMED
TERRITORIAL WATERS, AND
PILOTS ARE TO DEFEND LIBERTY,
NOT TO PENETRATE CLAIMED
LIMIT. DESTRUCTIVE FORCE

BY A/C AUTHORIZED.

TO LIBERTY - REQUEST CONFIR-
MATION AND ADVISED TO ESTAB-
LISH COMM WITH ANY STATION.

RECOMMENDS PAPAGO BE DIRECTED
TO ASSIST. '

{IBERTY REPORTED UNABLE TO
IDENTIFY ATTACKERS, HELOS
CIRCLE SHIP AFTER ATTACK,
POSSIBLY ISRAELI.

REPORTED TO WHITE HOUSE AND
OTHERS INCLUDING COMSIXTHFLT,
THAT ATTACK WAS A MISTAKE.

. AUTHORIZATION TO USE FORCE

TO DEFEND LIBERTY AGAINST
FURTHER ATTACK.

RELAY THE 081339Z (0813492)
MSG TO USCINCEUR AND OTHERS.

USCINCEUR INFORMED OF RULES
OF ENGAGEMENT ISSUED TO
PILOTS.



DTG ORIGIN ADDEE/TEXT

69. 081430Z JUN COMSIXTHFLT INSTRUCTS VP A/C TO REMAIN
100 NM FROM COAST AND BORDER
OF ISRAEL AND EGYPT.

T70. 081439Z JUN COMSIXTHFLT FIRST SITREP FOUR DEAD EXCESS
OF 50 WOUNDED ON LIBERTY.

T1. 081455Z JUN COMSIXTHFLT LIBERTY UNDERWAY AT 8 KTS
COURSE 340°M.

72. 081514z JUN COMSIXTHFLT INFORMS ALL HIGHER AUTHORITY

. ONLY COMM WITH LIBERTY VIA
HICOM NET.

73. 0815172 JUN CINCUSNAVEUR INFORMS COMSIXTHFLT THAT

ONLY NEWS RELEASES WILL BET -
AT THE WASHINGTON LEVEL.

T4, 081521Z JUN COMSIXTHFLT INFORMED USCINCEUR AND OTHERS
THAT TEL AVIV HAS RECEIVED
REPORT THAT ISRAEL A/C AND
MTBS HAD ERRONEOUSLY ATTACKED
THE LIBERTY AT 081200%Z.

75. 081529Z JUN Jcs (7369) USE OF FORCE WITHDRAWN.

76. 081609Z JUN COMSIXTHFLT USE OF FORCE NO LONGER
AUTHORIZED.

77 . 081649z JUN COMSIXTHFLT ALL A/C RECALLED AND ACCOUNTED

FOR.
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8, YOUR 24m2207 Y oY &7 :
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3i{omanz mAY, ANTICIPATE APPROXIMATELY FIVE HOURS WILL BE NECESSARY
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ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING

IMMED IATE |PRIORITY | KONE
NSTRIBUT
FROM: JCS- DATE: 29 MAY 67  INFO: T
Tor CINCLANT
USC INCEUR
INFO: CNO

CINCLANTFLT
C INCUSNAVEUR
COMSERVLANT
COMS | XTHFLT
COMSERVRON &
L |BERTY

JeS 6499 J3 SENDS.
SUBJECT: USS LIBERTY (U)

1. (6 FOR CINCLANT: UPON PASSING SEA BUOY INBOUND

ROTA O/A 31 MAY REQUEST CHOP L IBERTY OPCON USCINCEUR.

2. MFOR USCINCEUR: UOPN ASSUMING OPCON REQUEST

MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR EXTENDED DEPLOYMENT EASTERN MED.

WILL PASS SKED ASAP. GP-L

e ——
ORAFTER RELEASING OFFICER

ED/JBH

RELEASED AT (ZULV)
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USS LIBERTY (U) REF JCS 6495 25/1602Z MAY 67 (NOTAL).
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TO RUTPRC/C QMSIKTHFLT

RUTPRE/C Q1SERVF ORS IXTHFLT

INFO RUGFNA/USS LYJERTY -

BT

CONFIDENTIAL

uUSS LIBERTY OPS (U)

Ao MY 3114587 MAY 67 PASEP (11 OVORD)

Bo MY 0113352 JIN G7 PASEP (MOVORD CH. ONE),

C. JCS @11545Z JIN 67 NOTAL (SKED) .

D,
N THE EASTERN MED
IAW REFS: A THRU C. ADDEES MAY BE RLQUIRED TO PROVIDE
_L.0GISTIC SUPPOYT OR OTHER ASSISTANCE DURING THESE
(PERATIONS. IV IS EXPECTED THAT LIB'RTY WILL MAKE
SHORT PORT *iSITS IN THE FASTERNNMED AT 3 TO 4 WEEK
INTERVALS #.THOUGH HER ENDURANCE EXTINDS WILL BEYOND
THIS TIME.
2 LIBER:Y HAS RECEIVED A MED PUELICA\ION PACKAGE LESS THE
FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS, REFERENCE OF “MIS LIST SHOWED
ASSIST IN REACHING A COMMON UNDERSTANDING SHCULD ADDEES
BE RE¢JI®.D TO SUPPORT LIBERTY. .
A COMSIXTHFLT INSTC 5378.1A,- 58491 l,ﬁﬂﬂﬂel, @55 1%,2N
%o CUASERVFORSIXTHFLT INSTC 48902.1G, #3180, 1A
3, REQUEST COMSIXTHFLT PRIVIDE COPIES (.\ JTHE ABOVE
.I‘:SIPUCTICNS TO LIBERTY B( MAIL- :
=4 -
3T :

, | A

FIAGS qc.rcgooeoogo_o/QQOGoo
TOR 8315822 JUNE &7 NR 582/63 CWG.. booTAP

T4

83 i9 16! JUINE 67



LI .
Linpa i 110D ’ -
Nty . [aliM} ]

Lot
RIIRTY

« ave grren

woliRBem

R T 1 I b NAVAL iiE"

e ——
—

RELEASE . DMFYED;}../' /’ nﬁ 7 PRECEDENCE | FLASH | IMNED |PRIORITY| ROUTING
/ e 4
Ao |- et
Y4 L4 L4

ACTION X

7 1 S

14

FROM: CINCUSNAVEUR
w | comsrurLTr — 2Z = =2

InNFo: USCI'\ICEUR/COMASWFORSIXTHFLT/CTF L0
SECRET

SIXTHFLT MOVEIMENTS

A, JCS 201910Z MAY 67
B. CINCUSNAVEUR 271052Z MAY 67

1. REF A IS THE ONLY RESTRICTION IMPOSED ON S$IXTH
FLEET MOVEMENTS IN GENERAL ISSUED BY HIGHER
AUTHORITY. REF B PROVIDED GEOGRAPHICAL GUIDANCE
FOR EMPLOYMENT OF TF 60. REF B IS HEREWITH
CANCELLED,

2. THE THREAT IMPOSED BY THE MOVEMENT OF SOME
20 RUSSIAN WARSHIPS AND SUPPORT SHIPS INTO THE |
EASTERN MED, PLUS AN ESTIMATE OF SOME 8-9 RUSS.AN
SUBS PROBABLY CONCENTRATED IN SAME AREA, DICTATES
THAT THE INHERENT MOGILITY OF THE FLEET SHOUL

NOW BE EXPLOITED TO MAKE IT MORE DiFFICULT FOR
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THE RUSSIANS TO OBTAIN INTELLIGENCE ON OUR

MOVEMENTS, PLACE A STRAIN ON THE TENUOUS RUSSIAN .

TIAKE 1T DIFSicul] FoR Russiqvs To CoNCENTRATE IN A FLEET OP 60573)
LOGISTIC BASE FOR THEIR FLEET/‘AND (IN LIGHT OF

TODAY'S OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES) IMPROVE OUR POSTURE

FOR QUICKLY CARRYING OUT WHATEVER TASKS THAT MAY
BE LEVIED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY,

3. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES ARE

PROVIDED FOR PRESENT DISPOSITION AND EMPLOYMENT

OF TF 60:

A, OPERATE FAST CARRIER TASK GROUP SHiPS AND

AIRCRAFT IN EASTERN MED/AEGEAN NO CLOSER THAN
100 MILES FROM COASTS OF LEBANON, SYRIA, iISRAEL,

\ ' AND UAR!

o B, e m — e Y TR
i e mstis i

| (-_me—dg‘-f':_f__—_ ———————_ L T T T T s T et R S S

?

O\ T e T s o e = = i - PP ey
--"“CH-—- - o i e = < e

|
]
!
e 0RO A e =¥ Pt - - v Wayried -
“ - v b> W ——  —— e o o o0 == N u~uww1"“"ﬂtrem‘e R
<

- ————— i

T e - e o — o Y, oV ——_p—— - TP— 3 \
’ é\-—-—-—n---__ - w M :
H <

o v e g A T T e
- ey A e P
f‘.“‘q e . :.,..... e . men e - ——— _.,-s--“u-'w‘.—_—‘:—." {

4., OTHER TASK FORCES TO BE ADDRESSED SEPARATELY, j
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COMSIXTHFET ="
COMFATIRMED '
CIF 60

CIF 64 ;
NAVCOMNSTA MOROCCO
8T

JCS PASS TO JRC

CINCLANT .PASS TO JRC

SITREP/POSIT , ,

1. 24007 POSIT 35=-2.0H1" 319-1PE1PIM 105/15 :
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FM COMSIXTHFLT

TO RUTKRE/CTF SIX ZERO

INFO RUTPRE/CTF SIX THREE

RUFRD/CTF SIX FOUR

RUTKRD/CTU SIX SEVEN PT TWO PT TWO

RUTXRD/CTG SIX SEVEN PT TwO

RUFRF/CTF SIX SEVEN

RUTPRQ/CINCUSUAVEUR &

BT

SubisbnnEigiigie

TF 82 (MOVEMEWKTS

A. COMSIXTHFLT OPORD 155-67 (DTG 2722392 MAY 67)
le GEOGRAPHITAL RESTRICTIONS TO TF 60 SHIP MOVEMENOQ AND FLIGHT
OPERATIONS 1liPOSED BY REF A AND OTHER DIRECTIVES OF HIGHER — '
AUTHORITY HEREBY REVISED. OPERATE TF 68 IN THE AEGEAN SEA AND -
EASTERN MED (EAST OF 25-80QE7) NO CLOSER THAN 108 MILES FROM COASTS

OF LEB4NON, SYRIA, ISRAEL AND UAR. 3 100 MILE RESTRICTION

FOR FLIGHT OPS VICINITY CYPRUS HAS BEEN RESCINDED AND FLIGHTS

ARE HOW AUTHORIZED TO WITHIN 25 MILES OF CYPRUS. DO NOT ENTER
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PAGE TWO RUTPRC 166 S=F T REooe

TERRITORIAL WATERS OF DODECANSES ISLAWDS UWLESS DIRECTED TO
CONDUCT TRANSIT BETWEEN CYPRUS £BD GREECE.

o. THE THREAT IMPOSED BY THE PRESENCE GF SOVIET WARSHIPS AND THE
CURRE{T ESTIMATE OF 8-9 SOVIET SUBWARIWES DICTATES THAT THE
INHERENT MOBILITY OF THE CVA GROUP BE EXPLOGITED TO MINIMIZE
INTELLIGENCE AVAILABLE TO SOVIETS, AGGRAVATE THE SOVIET
LOGISTICS PROBLEMS AND IMPROVE TF 63 POSTURE TO CARRY OUT
WHATEVER TASKS MAY BE LEVIED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY,.

3. TO INCREASE READINESS POSTURE OF TIS68 DESIRE YOU DIRECT
CARRIER TASK GROUPS TO POSIT 34-33lid 30-0GL3, EACH CVA GROUP
MOVI#: SEFARATELY TO THAT POIWT WITH A RAHNDOH PIM. UPON ARRIVAL
PROCSED TO VICLNITY 33-45N5 32-8%ES, THZREAFTER OPERATE TF 60
WITH1 % THE GEO3RAPHICAL LIMITS ESTABLISHED PARA ONE ABOVE
UTIL.ZiN3 RANDOM PIMS AND UTILIZING PERIODS OF HIGH SPEED TO
DENY SOVIETS T4E CAPABILITY TO CONCENTRATE THEIR FORCES IN A
PARTICILAR ARLA FOR SURVEILLANCE..DISPOSITION/FORMATION AT YOUR
DISCRETION TO PI.OVIDE BEST POSTURE FOR DEFENSE AND TASKING

AS RIQUIRED. ,

4. AY THIS TIME IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TOFQOEDICT EXACTLY WHAT TASKS
WILL P2 ASSIGMED. UNTIL SUCH TIHME AS INTENTIONS OF IHIGHER

PAGE THRTE RUTPRC 166 SECRE T

AUTHORITY BECOME MORE CLEAR, KEEP TF 66 ON THE MOVE WITHIN
LIMITATIONS OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT AND GEOGRAPHICAL RESTRIYCTIONS,

5. FOi CTF 63, WHEN NOT JOINED WITH TF 6@ FOR LOGISTIC SUPPORT,
DESIRE LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP UTILIZE DIVERSIONARY COURSES WITHIN
LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY REGUIRED RDVU.
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COMSERVRON E1GHT

cTF
CTFE SN
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S1¥ ZERO
FOUR

NaV GOMSTA MOROCCO

SINCLANT

GOMSERCFORS IXTHFLT

USCINCEUR FOR JRC, JCS FOR JRC, CINCLANT FOR JRC

B. MY 0310162 JUN

67

| USS LIBERTY OPERATIONAL CONTROL (U3

| c. USS LIBERTY 2213382 JUN 67 (MOVREP)

MY 3117502 MAY 67 (LIBERTY MOVORD 7= 67, WITH CH-1)

.

D. JCS @11545Z JUN 67 (USS LIBERTY SKED)
E. USS LIBERTY 2221087 JUN 67 ¥ |
l. FOR CONSIXTHFLT, T0 FACILITATE AREA COMMAND AND
CONTROL AND ANY POSSIBLE REQUIREMENT - FOR PROTECT ION DURING
W- z
DRAFTER . RELEASING OFFICER T RELEASED AT (ZUL EU)-:;;
IW/EdN .
DOCUMENT MARKINGTY o) "D A P4 R R PAGE -
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QR'?{___

MIDEAST NOST IL T1 I J55 LIBERTY wILL BL

AT @700M1Z JUN §7. OPERATE IL.ICERTY 1AW REF D TO DERIVE MA?

BENEFIT FROM SPECIAL CAPARILITIES. REF D MAY BE MODIFIED f

SAFETY REASONS AS DICTATED BY IHE LOCAL SITUATION.

A. REQUEST CHANGE PIM REPORTS (REFS A AND B) TO AS

OF 18087, CHANGE PRECEDENCE TO IMMEDIATE AND CHANGE
ADDEE FORTUSCINCEUR TO USCINCEUR FOR JRC.

». FOR USS LIBERTY. CHOP TO COMSIXTHFLT AT @70081Z

BY MESSAGE. |

A. PIM REPORT NOT RECEIVED SINCE REF E.

GP-~3

1S AGT 41875
SEF “D" - UNABLE TO LOCATEQEEE

1.__ _
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REF "E" IS AGI 48957
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L”"‘.R( PB&RS ., B12€3>7 JUN 67. B, CINCUSNAVEUR

GUinm oz JuN 617.

Im .7 TF A REQUESTS SITREFS atiD PIM REPORTS FROM USS

118?1-( ARRIVE THIS HQ NLT ©843)Z2 DAILY. REF B DIRECTS THE USS..
LIBERTY 10O SUBMIT THE DALY SITREP MESSAGE AS OF 2400Z HOURS

b1 PRIOGKITY PRE chENrE

v, o RECEINY OF USS LIBERIY SITREPS AND PIM REPORTS AT THIS -

MO 14 he BEEN TCONSIDERABLY BEYOND TIME REQUESTED IN REF A.

YELUESY THESE REPORTS BE ASSIGH
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s :

IRt By
'

OEPSD N/ COMSERVRO!
RUFPBK/ USCINCEUR
RHUCIHSA/ NFOL

C ' P
RUFRF/ COMFAIRMED |
RUTKRE/ETF SIX ZERO =

PAGE TWO RUQKC 1666 Gwganmwmmpsdubudniminrtost
RUFRD/CTF SIX FOUR ae

RUTPC/ NAVCOMMSTA MOROCCO ;e
BT | .
JCS PASS TO JRC

CINCLANT PASS TO JRC

USCINCEUR PASS TO JRC

SITREP/POSIT

A. YOUR @61357Z JUN 67

| B6182OZ5 POSIT 34-18N6 924-D6E2, PIM 187716 .

~s MY B32028Z5, B42850Z1, ARD 25193429 ARE

DTG PRIOR PIM REPORTS., REF A PERTAINS, SUBSEQUENT
PIM REPORTS WILL BE SUBMITTED TO COMSIXTHFLI,
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i

ORIGINATOR
'ﬁ“ﬂw

-0
Y
-z
z
P
a
z
z

Mt =0
o

. .. 00

»
-

T

CON
TOR
SSN

[N
AloZ /e )

fc

é
-t
DCMCPRBCOR-O
-_Qo
-1
wo o
L 1-X-]
-0
-0
-0
-0
-0
=

»
N Swop

l .
NAVEUR NCU LON{2100/2 (REV 10-65) ,
| ®
BRI I R R i

e

g o OELSy  Jud 62

i 1 4 sf'r o %% | ) :
" pﬁ 1 INEEE | ; 7 (WHEN FILLED IN)



. NNNNVV  KXCB25VV ~ BBMS34VIX . ‘
i DE NGR RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRBRRRRR o S

| _ GBST01

| PP RUGKRQ

' DE RUQKC.}S?B 1582852 | iE:
P 0620082 JUN 67 ' 0&

FM USS LIBERTY lz&

T0 AIG TWO FOUR ZERO==T& m&. HFe- useout-ksn.mr
INFO RUEKDA/JCS |
RUENAAA/CNO . | (1/
RUEDNKA/ CINCLANT

=3 e
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| ety
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yl usmvémcouuumcn . CRNTER = (‘1’0
“ ™ JOINT MISSACIFORM £ :
,s:cumtvcussmc/mou_,, - _ v -
DOC;K LT | GANQILE o
TYPE M50
r ,
PRECZOENCK ' \ ;
acvion PRIOKLLY
wro  ROULL NG oTa T\‘Nﬁ G 2o S." (67
. FROMe ! “ SPECIAL INBTRUCTIONS
Jcs , DISTRIBUTION
. J-3 .
1o CINCEUR.' JRC
i ~ 8JCS
INFO1 CNO - N
CINCLANT . Coe S
CINCLANTFLT COORDINATION:
CINCUSNAVEUR - CNO
COMSIXTHFLT . RAdm Swuanson
CTF 64 76033 .
SS LIBERTY =
SECRET  JCS 206 ~ J-3 sends.
SUBJ: USS LTBERTY (V) & . v
REFS: a. JCS 6724/011545Z Jun 67 >
b. JCS 5838/052235Z Nov 65 (NOTAL)
M) Request procedures outlined herein be
followed in- developing nchedules for ILIBERTY while
operating in USCINCEUR's area of responsibility:
a. Planning/approval of routine month]y sked: “"5 TinE
' 0 (700
(1) [ state requirements to CINCUSNAVEUR [Month  ivEaR
JUN 1067
including recommended ports or call. PAGENO. |NO.OF
i 1 PAGES u
o | TYPEO NANS AND TITLE PHONE R { sanatune
®I™/R, G. ANDERSON 50581 i
F ICdr, USN N
!l Recon Programs Div s| TV (e PHRTIWETL W, VINEVARD
R Joint Recon Center, J-3 : Captain, USN
SECURITY GLASSIFICATION - — RECRADING INSTRUCTIONSCT, JUIII N
'SEGR‘EP, ‘ GP-3. Reconnaissance Center
DD.%173

AEPLACLS COITION OF | MAY 88 w’ncn MAY 8E USED dre.




. ABBREVIATED  NT MESSAGEFORM SFTUR | { CLASSIFICATION.
cnd/or CONTirs _ ;ION SHEET - B mviidi
FRCCICEINCE RELEASED BY - DRAFTED BY. . PHONE
e oY | R.G.ANDERSON ,
mro ROITINE LCDR, LSH 50581

A
(2) CINCUSNAVEUR prepare sked to fulfill :

requiremonts including dates/areas of ops, CPA's, ports
of call for logistlics and paas plan to USCINCEUR. ' .
(3) USGINCEUR review and pass sked to JCS(JRC)‘
for approval. Proposed skedgiare required by JC8 NET_"'
20th of the month preceeding the month for which the

skéd is submitted.

(5) USCINCEUR pass for actlom.
(6) CINCUSNAVEUR issue sailing orders.
b. Modification of approved sked Eue to changes

*
*

-

in technical taskin o - |
(UHstate requirement to JCS(JRC)., . . .- . - :

(2) JCS(JRC) obtain necessary coordination

and notify U$CINCEUR of modification.
(3) USCINCEUR pass for action.
(4) CINCUSNAVEUR issue sailing orders. . '
c. Modification of ‘approved sked involving ail

change of 48’houre’of less for operational reasonsi

.
- T4

(4) JCS(JRC) cbtain necessary coordination = A
and notify USCINCEUR of approval or modificationse -~ . ==

NO. | PAGES

CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD PAG NO. OF |MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION. INITIALS

BD ,foves 173-1 'MEPLACES E£0ITION OF 1 MAY 55 WHICH MAY 8K USED,’

. .
- T Py e S —

REGRADING INSTRUCTIONS . SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 7 -
GF3. . - — &e&.—

Haghd

2 ek ol b S0 At a

b & of et ing nta Db oey o -

v VY

vy

WYY

PP T T

wrpneTTRY



.

PRECEDENCE RELEASED BY DRAFTED BY

ACTION noT AN TS'Y. ‘ R.G., ANDERSON

[UNFO__pouTrom ICDR SN

. " ABBREVIATED ' _ MESSAGEFORM TPrETAETIFTCRTIOR————1—
' ond/or CONTw _ TION SHEET — %

PHONE

202

B
(1) CINCUSNAVEUR issue suiling orders and
inform JCS(JRC) and USCINCEUR of reason  for the change.

of more than Qé‘hourn for operational reasonss
(1) CINCUSNAVEUR pass proposed modification
~ to USCINCEUR. ‘ , |
apéroval. o
(3) JCS(JRC) obtain necessary cbordination Ff f
and notify USCINCEUR of approval._ |
(4 )-USCINCEUR pass for action.
(5)_CINCUSNAVEUR 1ssue salling orders.
2. (U) Ref a is the existing approved sked for
June 1967. :
gd) The following should be addressees on all

messages pertaining to skeds or aked changens

JCS (JIRC)

cNO .
_ USCINGEUR - L ’

CINCUSNAVEUR -~ |

éiil.ii§ S . -

(2) USCINCEUR review and pass to JCS(JRC) for L

d. Modification of approved sked involving a change = ° -

NO. PAGES

CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD PAGE | NO. OF | MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION .

INITIALS

REGRADING INSTRUCTIONS - SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

GP-3.

CD ,rove 173-1

AEPLACES EOITION OF | MAY B85 WHIGH MAY sc vszo,

' .
.




B ABBREVIATED VT MESSAGEFORM SETURITY CLASSIFICATION

J' -
5 and/or CONTin __ /ION SHEET SHERE
l PRCCLOCNCE RELEASED BY DRAFTED BY PHONE
; |acTion PiRiOUNLLT = ] R_.G.ANDERSQN
v Pwee RQUILILS ICDR, USK 50581
L ! ! v
|
j
NOTEL: USS LIBERTY is not an addee on these msgs.
4, (U) Ref b provides guldance on contingency .
planning for TRS Ops. B
5. (U) Fo Request you provide CINCUSNAVEUR -
your recommended July sked ASAi’. GI;-B. A
. - -
CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD SAGE | NO. OF | MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION INITIALS
- NO. | PAGES . :
4 L .
REGRADING INSTRUC T IONS SECURITY CLASSIFICATION. Q2
e, | 3 "SGR
DD 1 :g:”.; ‘73-1 AEPLACES ZDITION OF 1} MAY.B8 WHICH MAY' sx usEo,
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0 ohe '-lnlll»)ul d)

Al CUNITY C: anap e s i

ermm ez mTSTLs mEEw o . ——— o g e T S

Db —{‘\pﬁ(l LNANU\II

_vimig“_wn,__“I_MHﬂﬂ_ B T LN
v FROM: COMSIXTHFLT ;ATL;_VL Juid 67 T

\

v TO: USS LIBERTY

PP T RO panCLbLRGE

\ :
INFO: CINCUSNAVEUR COMSERVLANT

USCINCEUR COMSERVRON EIGHT
JCS ! CTF SIX ZGRO
\ CNO - CTF SIX FOUR
NKO 10
NAVCOMMSTA MORGCCO
CINCLANT

CTF SIX THREE

CTF 51X SEVENM
NAVCOMMSTA GREEUL
NAVCAKS MOROCCO
‘NAVCOMMSTA SPAIN

USS LIBERTY OPERATIONAL CONTROL
A. CINCUSNAVEUR B61357Z JUN 67 NOTAL v
. JCS 0115452 JUN 67 NOTALB

\~/C SLINCUSNAVEUR 3117582 MAY 67 {MOVORD 7-67) NDTAL;/
. CINCUSNAVEUR 211305Z JUN 67 NOTAL v
E. COMSIXTHFLT OPORD 1-66 NOTAL

HF CINCUSNAVEURINST PG31286.5B NUTAL

1. UPON CHOP T0 COMSIXTHFLT AT 0720012 ~CONDUCT OPERATIONS IAW-REF

il'}c ARD D. ; . ’

2., IN VIEW PRESENT ARAB/ISRAELI SITUATION AND UNPREDICTAEILITY OF
UAR ACTIONS MAINTAIN A HIGH STATE OF VIGILANCE AGAINST ATTACK OR -

THREAT OF ATTACX, REPORT BY FLASH PRE CEDENCE ANY ,
THREATENING OR. SUSPICIOUS ACTIONS DIRECTED AGAINST YOU OF ANY

|
!
"

D"“TE&Q ED/LJH RELEASING OF FICER HULEAST C—:;-(_:_:-l' ;
DOCUMENTY MARKING 'p‘GE
) AT 3 YR INTERVALS, DECLASS IFIED AFTEE 1z YHS.' 1 o - -
. —_ REFERS T MESSAGE SECURITY CLASS'FICA"'ON "G‘ N=. a7
AGO “( ) L AL e
A ' l-‘¢

' @ INLARR LSS = 3 2acac)

%QJ yﬁ-



— ——— —— —_—

(bu:m;rd- i 228k REV AU 0S8 3
v ohe j v

O SUBMIT REPORTS OF CONTACT WITH SHIPS AIRCRAFT AND SUBM

HARASSMENT, IAWw REF F. EMERGENCY PLAN CHARLIE NOWw IN EFFE

MM JINUL,

S OHM N2ZBA REY G

CONMBENPIET |

Sed unc b tlnpl!lﬂl} SLCURITY CLUASSIF'CATION

PN G—

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECI: "L HANDLING

_ IMMED - . IMMED NONE

b VERSTION FROM SCHEDULE NECESSITATED BY EXTERNAL THREAT-—

IF LOCAL SITUATION DICTATES CHANGE IN AREA OF OPS ASSIGNE
3. KEEP COMSIXTHFLT AND CTF .63 INFORMED OF LOGISTIC NEEDS
IENTLY IN ADVANCE TO ENABLE ORDERLY LOGSUP.PLANNING. MAIL
WILL BE ARRANGED IF FEASIBLE. )

4. INCLUDE COMSIXTHFLT AS INFO ADDEE ON REPORTS REQUIRED
2 REF B AS MODIFIED BY REF C AND Do

WHICH ARE UNIDENT, HOSTILE, OF INTELL INTEREST OR ENGAGE

E IXTHFLT
6. COMSIXTHFLT OPERAT IONAL DOCUMENTS ON ALERTS, EMERG ACT

BISYRIEUTION
ﬂDVISE

D BY REF B
SUFFIC~

DEL IVERY
BY PARA

ARINES
IN
CT IN

-— —

TONS AND

NUCLEAR RELEASE WILL NOT BE PROVIDED. THEREFORE, ACTION IS NOT

'F=QUIRED ON NAT IONAL EXERCISE AND DRILL MSGS IDENTIFIED BlY FLAG

WORD WHITE OR BLUE DELTA. NO ACTION REQUIRED NATO EXERCISE MSGS, °

IN EVENT OF ACTUAL ALERT OR OTHER EMERGENCY, COMSIXTHFLT
SEPARATELY DIRECT LIBERTY BY CLASSIFIED MSGo
7. COMMUNICAT IONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ANNEX CHARLIE REF E.

——

ILL

A. COPY KR BROADCAST. ADVISE IF CARDS AVAILABLE TO COPY kRA BCET.

B, IF PERMENANT TERMINATION REQUIRED WITH MED COMM STA

SUBMIT

REQUEST Iaw APPENDIX XVI TO ANNEX CHARLIE JO REF E.

C. ALTHOUGH NOT ASSIGNED TO TF 60 UTILIZE TF 6@ TACTIC ﬁL

CIRCUITS AS REQUIRFD ' i
D, AUTHGRA TO ENTER SIXES ALFA AS REQUIRED, !

-4 T .

cP=4 .

RELEASING OFFICER

m—

RELEKEASLED aT [°¢'

DOCUMENT MARKING

PAGc

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YR INTERVALS, DECLASSIVIED AFTER 12 YRS L oF
REFECRS TO MESSAGE . ucu,‘”' CLASSIFICATION AGI NR, - -

o
AGO

AT

AGI

AGO NR.
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DE RUEPJS ©Z2C 1580324 -W\IT f
INY Sesm@ 7FD T T A
Z 6722537 JUNAST ZFF3 ) e

M JCS =

TO RUTPCR/ COMSLXTHFLT
INFO RUFPEX/USCINCEUR
RUDLXDAC I NCUSNAVEUR
RUFPBW/CINCUSAFE

R UCS 1239 /CJCS SVNDS. T
SUBJ: UAR ALLEGATIONS OF US SUPPORT TO ISRAEL (U)
le ) UAR!AUTHORITIES HAVE IMPLIED THAT THEY HAVE C
INFORMATION, PERHAPS THROUGH INTERCEPTS, THET US PERSONNEL - ~
WERE TALKIhG WITH THE ISRAELIS, OR WERE OTHERWISE INVOLVED o
IN SOME TYPE OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE. ISRAELILS, LEADING
THE UAR TO BELIEVE THAT VE MAY HAVE BEEWN PROVIDING
MILITAZ;SASSISTANCE TO ISRAEL,
(

!
R

: -

e g
DR

.
e o t———

o s ———

e A

2, ) YOU: ARE AWARE OF UAR ALLEGATIONS THAT us
CARRIER AIRCRAFT WERE INVOLVED IN THE ISRAEL] ATTACK AND
’ALSO OF OUR PROPWT AND VIGOROHS DENIAL. WE HAVE YOUR
I : !
PAGE TwO RUEPJS pe2 m R B
ASSURANCE THAT SIXTH FLEET AIRCRAFT WERE NDT WITHIN 2@0 S -
MILES OF EGYP1, SYRIA OR ISRAEL.
3. ( REQUEST THAT YOU VERIFY ASAP THET,
THERE VE BEEN NO COMMUNICATIONS OR OTHER CONTACT
.BFTWEEN AIRCRAFT OR ANY OTHER ELEMENTS OF TEE ‘SIXTH FLEEI

. AND THE ISnAELIS. 1F THERE WERE ANY TYPE COMMUNICATIONS
OR OTHER CONTACT WITH THE ISRAELIS, PROVIDE COMPLETE

DETAILS ASAP.
4, OF LQUAL INTEREST TO US WOULD BE ANY IhFORMATION
YOU CAN PROVIDE AS TO ISRAELI ATTEMPTS TO GET YOU TO

INTERVENE IN THE WAR., FY1 THERE HEVE BEEN ALLEGATIONS

FROM UAR SOURCES TO THIS EFFECT, .
5. (f) INFO ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO COMMENT IF,
BUT ONL

IF, THEY HAVE INFORMATION BEARING ON- ALLEGATIONS

OF US PARTICIHATION IN, OR COLLUSION Z1TH, ISRAELI
gILITARY OPERQTIONS. GP-3 : S
I ' ‘ '

L
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ROSTER OF PERSONS VISITED

USCINCEUR
NAME POSITION “QAT% VISITéD
David A. BURCHINAL Deputy, CINCEUR 14 June 1967
GENERAL, USAF :
W. J. McCAFFREY Director Operation 14 June 1967
M/GEN, USA Directorate (J-3) :
David I. LIEBMEM Deputy Director 14 June 1967
B/GEN, USAF for Command and Control
James FEELY, Jr. Deputy Director 14 June 1967
B/GEN, USMC for Operations —
W. G. KILLE Chief Operation 14 June 1967
CQOL, USAF Center Division .
R. L. ROYEM Chief, JRC (J-3) 14 June 1967
COL, USAF
R. S. QUIGGINS Deputy Chief, JRC (J=3) 14 June 1967
COL, USAF
G.. G. LITTLE Staff Officer, JRS (J-3) 14 June 1967
CDR, USN _
C. K. RUSSELL JRC Watch Officer (J-3) 14 June 1967
L/COL, USA
L. H. BERGMAN Staff Officer, Operations & 14 June 1967
L/COL, USAF Readiness Divisions (J-6) ~

CAPT HERMES DCA-Europe
USA Operations

June 1967

VIO - - 1.9 “ ta o> s =~ cpme -




-— - - e e - 7 -

' Y-’

ML LAGE ’ :
(Superrcdes NiJAS REV AUG 64
to be usrd unti] depleted) SECURITY CLASSIF CATION
AT Ta YT TI TV N

: = me ”w

I LASH IMMTDTAT.. HOAA

FROM: COMSIXTHFLT DATH: 7 JUNY &7 INFQ:

JO: 7 JCS

'”FO‘%
SCINCEUR™
CINCUSAFE
PN
i\ h‘ ‘PW’: ‘ -

A. JCS B70259Z JUN 67 )

l. THERE HAS BEEN NO REPEAT NO DIKECI OR INDIRECT
COMMUNICAT IONS BETWEEN COMSIXTHFLT AND ANY ISRAELT SOURCE
EITHER MILITARY OR NON-MIL ITARY AND NONE REPORTED BY

ANY COMSIXTHFLT SUBORDINATE COMMAND., CONFIRMATTON OF

" LATTER HAS BEEN REQUESTED FROM SIBORDINATE COMMANDERS
BY FLASH MESSAGE. WILL ADVISE ASAP,

JA2. AT AMEMB TEL AVIV REQUEST AS SET FORTH IN HIS 2910407
MAY 67 HAVE ACTIVATED RADIO VOICE CIRCUITS. TRANSMISSIONS
LIMITED TO TEST COUNTS AND SIMPLE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS., ABOVE
REPORTED TO SECSTATE IN MY 2101552 JUN 67,

GP-3 |
@NOTE: UNABLE TO LOCATE R¥F. J0% §i¢2597
D-‘T'V.g:;’}‘-;JH RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT (:ULU). |
ODOCUMENT MARKING DOWNGRADF‘:D AT ]2 Y’-.AR l l\l?"’:RVALS: : ’AGE‘ . Ve

\ . NOT AUTOMAT ICALLY 00 A% {rIvD ~ . oF |
REFERS LO MESSAGE | SECURITY CLAISIFICATION AGH NR. -

' 4079

AGO AGO NR,
AG! k 75 .
SR ———

SusPuNgE
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mEISALE

FORM N2208 REV SEP ¢3
(Supersedes N2288 REV AUG 45

SECREs

t0 be used untll depleted) r _ SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
T O PRECEDENCE [SPECIAL HANOLING T
FLASH IMMED |ATE NONE
i DIETRIBUTION
FROM: COMS IXTHFLT DATE: 7 JUNE 67
TO: JCS T
(4 DlR,)‘
INFO: CNO e
CINCUSNAVEUR T
USC INCEYR
C INCUSAFE
m——
ST - B

A. COMSIXTHFLT @7¢626Z JUN 67

1. THIS AMPLIFIES REF A,

2, PRIOR TO @#52815Z JUN 67 SleHFLT A IRCRAFT WERE ENGAGEH
TRAINING OPERATIONS

END OF CRETE. NO AIR OPERATIONS WERE AUTHORIZED EAST OF
-/_—-___—_-— - o

WITHIN 140 MILES OF THE EGYPTIAN COAST. THESE RESTRICT!CNS

e e e i e o e S 8

LAT 3@E OR

PROVIDED A MINIMUM APPROACH DISTANCE FOR AIRCRAFT TO THH COASTS OF
|SRAEL AND SYRIA OF NO LESS THAN 2u¢ MlLES AND TO THE

PR S

COAST OF EGYPT FROM ALEXANDRIA WEST OF NO LESS THAN 1¢¢|MILES. AT

¢52¢15Z JUN 67 THE OPERATING AREA FOR SIXTHFLT UNITS WAj EXPANDED
0

TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE EASTERN MED EXCEPT THAT NO OPgRAT
EITHER SURFACE OR AIR, WERE PERMITTED WITHIN 1; MILES OF
SYRIA, OR EGYPT OR WITHIN 25 MILES ©F CYPRUS.

3. ON § MAY BOTH CARRIERS WERE OPERATING IN POSITIONS WH

NS,
| SRAEL,

ICH WERE
AT IONS

IN EXCESS OF'ﬂ¢¢ MILES FROM ISRAEL OR SINAl. FLIGHT OPER

| —

-

D IN. NORMAL
IN THE SEA OF CRETE AND SOUTH OF THH WESTERN

ORAF I g

RELEASING OFFICER

:
RELEASED AT (ZULU)

DOCUMENT MARKING

AGIH

oTe
ALUSPENSK

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YR INTERVALS; NOT AUTO. DECLASSIFIED. 1 orf
AEFERS TO MESSAGE ; SECURITY CLASSIFICATION AGt NR.
AGO .5 _

SEERESe

PAGE

[

43119

3

AGO NR.

p715@32




mEdSALE

(Supereedes N2288 REV AUG 45

to be used until depleted) SECURITY CLASSIFICATION:
e = e —— )
ACTION PRECEDENCE IRFO PRECEUERTE . -

FLASH IMMEDIATE NONE

OISTRIBUTION

ON AMERICA WERE CONDUGTED FROM $915Z UNTIL 1235Z AND ON [SARATOGA
FROM @é28z UNTIL 1313Z. FLIGHT OPERATIONS WERE CONDUCTEIL FOR
TRAINING PURPOSES AND WERE ROUTINE IN ALL ASPECTS. ON 6 |JUN
LIMITED UR OPERAT IONS WERE CONDUCTED DURING THE DAY FOR |ROUT INE
PURPOSES. NO NIGHT OPERATIDNS WERE CONDUCTED BY EITHER (ARRIER.

Iy, ALL SIXTHFLT CVA PILOTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN AIR OPERATIONS

ON 5 AND 6 JUN HAVE BEEN QUERIED CONCERNING THEIR TRACK |LINES

AND ANY VOICE COMMUN ICATIONS EITHER TRANSMITTED OR RECE|VED. AT

NO REPEAT NO TIME WERE THE AIRSPACE RESTRICTIONS SET FORTH IN PARA
1. ABOVE VIOLATED, I.E., ON 5 JUN NO SIXTHFLT CVA AIRCRAFT  _ _
A\PPROACHED THE ISRAEL OR SINA| COASTLINE CLOSER THAN 24 MILES
AND ON 6 JUN NO SIXTHFLT CVA AIRCRAFT APPROACHED THE ISRAEL, SYRIA
OR EGYPT COASTL INES CLOSER THAN 1¢@ MILES. TRACKS FLOWN |WERE
ACTUALLY FARTHER FROM ISRAEL/SYRIA/EGYPT THAN THE ABOVE |LIMITING
FIGURES. DURING THESE FLIGHTS NO REPEAT NO SIXTHFLT PILOT EITHER
TRANSMITTED OR RECEIVED ANY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS FROM STATIONS
EITHER IN OR UNDER THE CONTROL OF ANY COUNTRY IN THE MILEAST
ENGAGED IN THE CURRENT CONFLICT, EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIREGTLY

BY RELAY. IN SHORT, ON 5 AND 6 JUN NO SIXTHFLT AIRCRAFT |OVERFLEW -
ISRAEL, SYRIA, OR EGYPT AND NO COMMUN LCAT IONS WERE ESTABL ISHED

BY SIXTHFLT PILOTS WITH ANY RADIO STATIONS CONTROLLED OR UTILIZED
BY ANY OF THESE COUNTRIES.

-’

5. NO FL IGHT OPERATIONS ARE SCHEDUII‘.E.D FOR 7 JUN FOR EITHER

DRAFTER-

RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT (2ULU)

L]
PAGE PAS

DOCUMENT MARKING

DOWNGRADED " AT 12

YR INTERVALS; NOT AUTO. DECLASSIFIED. 2 of ?

43119
AGO

AGO NR,

AGI

ora | ShERR " (715832

VDTN QE




mEIdALE -

FoRu n2288 REV SEP o SR _
(Supersedes N2288 REV AUG 6>

to be used until depleted) SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
ACTION PRECEDENCE [INFO PRECEDENCE [SPEC.IAL HANDLING
FLASH IMMED IATE NONE"

OISTRIBUTION

'SARATOGA OR AMERICA. THE LIMITATIONS SET FORTH IN PARA T
ABOVE CONTINUE IN EFFECT. |
M

P

GP-3

— -

] ORAFTER RELEASING OF FICER MELEASED AT (ZULU)

DOCUMENT MARKING ,ACGE

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YR INTERVALS; NOT AUTO. DECLASSIF IED. 3 of 3
WEFERS To mEsSAGE | _ SECURITY CLASSIFICATION A "'1‘31-‘9

AGO NR,

AGO

AGI

oTe | SPERP " g715¢32




S

FAMNM (ye 0D REV T
ISupereerde "V’)."! REYV W' o
e wsedd ant b depleted)

\

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

A(.:TION‘ PRECEDFNCE INFO PHECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING

iMMED I ATE | IMMED IATE I:ONE
FROM:. WSS LIBERTY DATE: g JUNC 67 INFO:
TO: COMS IXTHFLT -
INFG:  JCS
CNO
CINCGLANT
COMSERVLANT
COMSERVRON EIGHT
USC I NGEUR
COMF A IRMED
CTF 31X ZERO e
CTF 51X FOUR _ 2
NAVCOMMSTA MOROCCO
e mblaiinsiry
JCU PASS TC JRC
USCINGEUR PASS TO JRC
A (A
CINCLANT PASS TU JRC 72K
. . 080036 %
SITREP/POSIT
A. USCINCEUR ¢61u .37 JUN 67 (NOTAL)
1. ¢7¢s¢¢zb POSIT 33-@6N2 08-514,59. PIM ‘¢9/16 5 UNTIL
@723pPZ. THENCE STATIONARY WITHIN 3gNM OF 31-45N3 33-33EY. .
2. SUBALQUENT PIM/SITREP WILL BE SUBMITTED AS OF peppz

IN REF A. GP-Y

ORAFTER REL EASING OFFICER

TW/EJH

RELEASED AT (ZULU,

DOCUMENT MARKING

PAGE

DOWNGRADED AT YR INTERVALS; BDECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YRS. 1 oF |
REFERS TO MESSAGE s T AaSIFICATION — AGI NR.

. ECURI CLASSIFICATIO )_'_2¢85

AGO AGO NR.
AGH .
ere Qy?ﬂ ' “  PT7P9p8z
SUSPENSE




My Y N
e N2298 BEY \,M

{Suprrsedes N22IRS /H-\ | .S ! . -’
1 bhe used :.’_I.Lh eredt N nTs CLASSIFICATION ,
S o PRECELENCE 'NFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL MANOL ING == Tt
PRLQRITY PRIORITY | NONE e ) :
i ﬁ T TETRIBUTION — -~
FRO®r:  JCS 9 JUN 67 !y;c
TO: USCINCEUR 4 /
INFO: CNO - ;
¢ INCLANT g
G INCLANTFLT |
C INCUSNAVEUR |
COMS | XTHFLT |
CTF 67 |
| RERT-Y- ;
\\\ .‘/.
P
pe———G——— JCS 7337 " J-3 SENDS ce
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CALL TO NAVEUR 7 JUNE 4350 Z

This is Major Breedlove in JRC in Washington.

Yes, say again, who 1is this?

~ Major Breedlove in JRC. I would like to speak with your
o .\ , .

Ayt

duty officer, please.
This T€ Lt Thompson - ;
Are you familiar with LIBERTY operations?
No sir, I have someone who can.;
Yes, and who will that be, please?
Lt. Galapotti, Wait one.

Yes- sir, major? . - - ‘
Yesi.MaJor Breedlove in JRC in Washington. Have some
word for your reference USS LIBERTY. Do you have a pencil

and ready to copy? |

Yes sir.

0.K. I am making reference to a COMSIXTHFLT msg DTG
0715032 June which you were an info addee on.

Yes sir.’ ' - .

Now, we requést the LIBERTY Comply;

Request LIBERTY to -- ’

Compiy. )

I can't get that word -- spell please.

Comply = c om :

Right




Comply with new SIXTHFLT

Yes.

OP area defined last sentence.

You are coming in garbled Major « defined

Last sentence.

Last sgell out, plegse, you are still coming in garbled.
S e Qﬂﬁ ence —

_Ahj right. ;

Maybe I'd better start over so you can get texture

No sir, I can read up to request the LIBERTY comply with, .
- op area defined. '

Last sentence in para 2

La;t sentence in paraq2 R

of -€OMSIXTHFLT

of COMSIXTHFLT

Msg O71503Z June (Yes) until further notice (Yes) and
 that is NOT GLOSER THAN I '

Not closer than = °, |

100 ‘ - o '

100

Nautical miles : ;. .

Nauti‘cal miles.-'-"“"-' ' :

to Israel (right); Syria (right), Egypt (right - that's
UAR) and 25 NM - ‘that is two five"

25 NM L '

to Syprus, (right) end of message. (right) Now read

back please, - _ ‘ R o C' Co

g




JRC msg - 1s this DTG or verbal?
This 1s verbal I am giving you right now, it will be
~ followed by a written message in the morning.
| Right - reference COMSIXTHFLT msg O71503Z Jun, request
LIBERTY comply to 6th Flt op area defined last sentence para
2 of SIXTHFLT msg 0715Q32 until further notice and not
closer tﬁgh 100 NM to-Igrael, Syria, UAR and 25NM to Syprus =-
is that affirmative? * S |
That is affirmative. .
And you are Major g-: .
Major Breedlove.

Spell last name, please.

Breedlove

That's Major Breedlove in JRC EUCOM? .

No JRC Washington and May I have a spelling on your name?

Galapottdi, Lt. Galapotti. I'll send it down to
6th F1t and you say there will be a follow on? o

Yes, therg will be a follow on.

Yes sir.

Yes, I called because time is getting short to where
Jdsmene ’

-.she will berin those limits. s

Looks to me like she's almost there.

Ny e——,

Yeah, that's right so go mushy, mushy.
Yes sir, Roger; we will go to 6th F1t and info her and
ehe will probably 1l 11 or something and - (this word 18 .

"garbled) away. I C .

—r




oK | ,
OK, will get that out right now to 6th FLT on this.
Thank you. :

You're welcome.
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FF1-3
K62
12 June 1967

MEMORANDUM .

From; Contingency Watch Team
Tos CINCUSNAVEUR
via: Deputy Chief of Staf?f

Subj: USS LIBERTY Incident

1. The following is a reconstruction of the sequence of events prior
to and after receipt of JCS 080110Z by the Contingency Watch Team _
composed by Captain R.D, STEELE (Duty Captain), Commander G.D. :
JORGENSEK (Command Center Duty Officer), and Lieutenant E.L, GAIA

(N3 Duty Officer) for the period of 2230Z, T June to 0630%, 8 Juns.

TIMES EVENTS

0723502 Major BREELOVE, JRC WASHDC, called the CINCUSNAVEUR
Command Center on the VOCOM and asked to spesak to thse

W Operations Duty Oofficer. LT GAIAVOTTI, the N3 Duty

officer, took the call. Major BREEIOVE gave him &
verbal directive to have the USS LIBERTY comply with
the latest COMSIXTHFLT operating area restrictions as
delineated in the last sentence, paragraph 2, of
COMSIXTHFII message 0715032 until further notice; that
18, not to operate cloger than 100 mautical miles to
Israel, Syria, UAR, or closer than 25 nautical miles
to.Cyprus. Major EREELOVE, vhen questioned, did not
have o message date/time group, but sald a message
would follow later.
‘I GALAVOTTI then informed the Duty Captain, CAPT STEELE.,

The Command Center Duty Officer was aware of the message,

and that L GALAVOTTI, under CAPT STEEIE's direction, was

originating & message to COMSIXTHFIL.

080001z LT GALAVOTTI and CAPT STEELE vere ready vith their message .
to COMSIXTHFIL. >

080010z  CDR JORGENSEN and CAPT STRELE sdvised CAPT HANLEY of the
cell from Major BREELOVE, and of the messagé which had
been drafted for relea.se_, to COMSIXTHFIL.

CAPT EANIEY directed us to hold up release of the message.
He was concerned because JRC cams direct to CINCUSNAVEUR
vith only a verbal directive and without a date/time group



of & messege end bad by passed USCDKEAR. Ee wanted /
something more concrete than just a phone call sicce !

wmmm%wm /

Tective was not backed up a message. CAPT

HANIEY directed the Command Center Duty Officer to call
USCINCEUR, advise them of the phone call from Major
BREEIOVE, and that we were ready to comply, and requested
that USCINCEUR confirm this directive with JRC and get
us a date/time group. CAPT HANLEY further stated that
we were to release our message to COMSIXTHFLT if we
received the date/time group from USCINCEUR.

080030z :| - “The Command Center Duty Officer, as directed, cellied
! USCINCEUR and advised LCOL WAGKER of the call from
_ Major EREEIOVE, The above information from CAPT
- BARLEY wvas passed, LCOL WAGKER said he would call

|
| oaosasz) ‘The Command Duty Officer called USCINCEUR, LCOL RUSSELL-
R A asked vhat action had been taken on the USS LIBZRTY.
: : 1LCOL RUSSELL asked what action CINCUSHAVEUR had taken and -
was advised that we were still waiting for & csll back o
W from ICOL WAGNER. The Command Duty Officer then suggssted
| that ILCOL RUSSELL call Major BREELOVE, get & date/time
| . group, or give us & directive (date/time group) from
USCINCEUR.

LCOL RUSSELL called beck shortly with JCS dste/time
group 080110Z, As be was relaying thic inform:tior the
Duty Yecman bende® +he JCS 080110enmesenns, whic™ o 4ot
baen receivs?, %o THR JORCEWSER.

The Coavmnd Canter Duby Officer then had W ELNANATES £t
sot up a Telecon to CMSIXTRFIL no thrt o aenll 02y Ga
. COSDILFIM's etaff deby officer.
0803552 . Considerable dulwy wae caused by ehuepborie Wfvteniiien.

After beipg mmahln 4o erteblish & Teleag: elrcul’ TFN )
JORGERSES had thw redic operator coptust CORMEIRILTLL Wy
SHD mpd requeot . Taleson with the SWD? Ity 07007 eo '
goon as poseibid. >

0804108 Pvo way Talecon wug wsteblighed, with CMMSIXLTFIF silil \/’
: hoving asfficulty rwcwiving CIBCONATTIIR. C% BYLUSSER, -
CREITTYIR S&aff Datky Offieer, intorned CIN JCRILISIE
they ai& not beld JO% €B0110Z. CIR JERAB/ITYA prreed 1%

.




to him three times before receiving an acknowledgement

at O440z. He followed this immediately with a wirenote
"FROM CINCUSNAVEUR COMMAKRD DUTY OFFICER TO COMSIXTHFLL
IUTY OFFICER BE ADVISED TAKE JCS 080110Z FORAC, OFFICIAL
MESSAGE FOLLOWS." ‘

CDR SLUSSER advised CDR JORGENSEN didn't hold Jc8 T337/0722302

(Reference A to JCS 080110Z) and requested a copy. Bince

CTINCUSNAVEUR did not hold JCS 0T2230Z CIR SIUSSER was advised
_ that we would call USCINCEUR for it.

0805072 ngu SLUSSER was advised that CINCUSNAVEUR FORAC message vas .
080455%Z 4

0805152 After talking to LCOL RUSSELL at USCINCEUR, CDR JORGENSER
- gent the following message to CDR SLUSSER YRECEIVED FROM -
USCINCEUR FOR YOUR INFO JCS 2302 WAS GENERAL GUIDE LIRES
CONCERNING "usS LIBERTY" OP WITH DISTANCE RESTRICTIONS
FROM MID EAST COUNTRIES. HAS SINCE BEEN OVERTAKEN BY EVEKRTS
: . AND THUS CANCELLED., THE RESTRICTICNS IN JCS 0801107 ARE
W MORE STRINGENT." -

0805212 Received receipt for above,

2. The times and events listed in peragraph 1 indicate every actioca
the watch team took within itsauthority to insure that the TSNS IIBERTX
received the new operating restzrictions as expaditicusly &= yossihla.

3, This statement is suhmited after 'a caraful review ¢’ ell Jogr kepd
by each individusl watoh teew wspber and constitutas the wvouwig e they
took place. ‘

| s
CAPT WD) STEELE, USK 7" ¢ GuDo I

-



f—" T vw,

UNCLASSIFIED =+ !

NAVAL MESSAGE

FLASH

| IMMED

PIIORITY

ROUTINE | A MA'L

ML ererteemts_ o A %ﬁoenc:

I
¥

s .
_ :
c8 JUN 67! B S I

ctmnrnmmmn |  ;.€5;;;x¢

;e COMSTXTHFLT
. ? . l:';"
; s ;
- i y
INFO: - 4
P :

UNCLAS EF?O B ELES
[ : ) T ' ol
s 80110z JUN 67

Do T . -v—' T e T . - i
PR i d T . .

v L TAKE fORAC.- < a o

- e e e '-7 i e » ) .
. N T CoE T

R l . . ~ N i

RN S . LN

R AEADD: SSN/11ﬂ%/TL/w2/ﬂ8 JUN 67,51

o g8ffgp1 Jun 67
i FM CINCUSNAVEUR.

l NCEUR

sl T

l NFO USC

o -CNO :
v CINCLANTFLT

T Ay

RS g e
tad

e T'.C‘_"'-"’
TRl SN
et l e s

z

i

i

|

I
oA L L '_ . -
B R L - o

|

f

i

1

1

i

|

1

i

¢

i

¢ LU B ~ "
. [ Y .

(PAGE t OF 2

FOR CONLUNICATION
USE oNLY

TARE
CUTTEP

| PROOF

READER
CCWPO

WO _

Q?;QO o o

Lren,

ORIGINATOR
SECTION

N3

ACTION

ro
-2
]
oz
»
L-J
*

N2
M-

con }.°

| Tor’

SSN

A ':éo - ]W‘ﬂ .
<=
t BN

‘DEPARTMENT

NAVEUR N’(‘U 1 m

[ 1-X-3
DWoo
a~0

NVC MCP ZACO Z=n) .
.-
&=~0
o
(~]

\Qf"°

~gQ
vt St g O D Yt e rima - 7Y

nnn?m:v InAS T

Cop A . PR




— , e : =
‘ ; o L _
- /Mn/ %
v ‘ ] -
- P e A { _;;'L)
- t , . &4"‘" .c,’ } (Y il T BT e, .
- St - [26’{\/ ' S@ : : f-_""' - 12
| cwaeeszcnexsss R o efne
00 nunLrg*“ ; ' /77« )
DE RUFPBK /211 1598628 = - .
INY o0 e . .
0 88¢625Z |JUN 67 .
FM USCINCEUR :
T0 FH&tﬁﬁ?CINCUSLAVEUR—~————“"" -
1LFO RUDAQ’USS LEBE e _ BT
1Y : o ' 05 ,-
RUTPRC/COMSIXTHFLT - - o SRS
UEEPJS/JGS R i |
e ECJC/JRC 85245 USNAVEUR FoR_ﬂ_éz_Aﬂn_u_zig"

AR

BNt JCS FOR JRC. SUBJ: uss LIBERTY (U, REF A.
..~ THIS HQ,A D CDR JORGENSON‘, DUTY OFFICER NAVEUR,

REF B, Je 7347, 0821167 -JUN 67,

'FONECON LTC RUSSELL,
884252 JUN 67.

T3 xnxs CONFIRMS REF. A TO TAKE REF, B FORAC. GP-3

BT

|
{ . . R
S . :
¥ ‘.
) .
i -
1
1 o
i
.
! "y
: S, .
1, L .
[ S . . . -
| L H 2
; v ) e
Sd 3.. . : RIS
- [N 4 1
Ll ; . -
i e
: i b
i § S L
L N P
...] - o . ; . ;
PR . _ s
i L g = > . s
) : ’a / o g . - - . " i
// o/ : S .
AT s g e (PAGE t OF e e}
A L - -
5 ol / : LIRS coN T :
| CRIGINATCR ‘i ";J'{}’ I\' \" S L l .
SECTION R T8 B Vs . : -
1| c ' ¢ / - ToR _225_-_..._. ,r'{'
f 1 /,
s lejdlolalululninninii s - v (
‘e 1o ct% 2ivlzlalejsistiiTi o -
e Y 71| oy . : :
ACTION l; 5 L . S
OEFARTVE 7 N s H
o —\'.! A L j : NCU
: !\v'oe‘goloo‘o ololojolalail \,
" e loteloyoyrtufr tfryifritiofl®
T, ‘,\: ilalstatrjAals|efefeiril " .
R J D} 3 ) Aol % ‘
’ {\“/ {l ‘ ; . " e e 1 e W :
: ' preemnd mat g e
“ g ;\ “ b O TR | 9% -.t..a R‘l}

. . . oAy 't‘l‘ K
. P awmf PPN TR £ T S P
R > s P .\'_ p_“:}l_ LR



Y ~— _
.‘ I1JIA|.1 :-\||
.’ -

/ 1

v[. ‘v

..,/J s

' {

! 1

(RC 365 1

» - 0 eBde34Z JUN &
k1 USS L I3ERTY
10 COHSIN{HFRT
IF0 ICS :
cHo !
(.'{NCl A"h

i
'

NCUS nw;

. DIFNRUSGE PUI,.! e
OHSTR YL - et i
MHNSERLRCE 8§
BCINCEWR |

CORFA YT == o | B
ar se '. ‘.f
“l “" i§’3 Cot :
MVCOHST A MOOCC:

& |

CONF FTOENT T AL

Lo

S PAST U 4 .
CINCLANT 438 T8 JiC 5
BCINCEZY V'ASS TO JR™ -
...me..sf"f-tn; -

STT 51~ 45HE GX3- TEiG, PIM WITHIN 58 NM OF anivE

r.'.,"
f! 1
-

-
=
(&5
| )
-3

‘e J"’ gq‘ ':
P

<

)

<

.8
¢

’L’: ; PN onur'.':ap‘oucaaa -

;!

c:
0 e B o e e e e

..--..-

SCR: Sk 1237 JUN &7 NRp 4GASDB cwo‘,A..e,..,u;.//f:&m,‘f

. B8 B6 34T JUN ST

: . » . RS
Lt X Ch el i
:v',:,v:":f‘-‘ﬁ- ¥ . ) Al iy



«©or

%
| - TR g
R KR 25352 '
O P BRETIIZL ‘J'«N o
P v 0SS | ISERTY ;
T0 CLHCUSNAYER _, : ; :
(’t‘bYXt”‘ll" o
COMFAL |(l!‘ ﬂ ‘ . % ' . ) Lo
mo FIGGUELL & B : R
"fl h«m'x'
L G \?'ﬂné. 1 o N
Cil 68-4 . g .
FU 6R.2.5 | ; o .
HRCINCrE AFSP N i ;
{(CMIDEASY FOR . o
1NFO ’*Eww A " ot oo
CIRCL ANTFLT ; 1 '
J3CINCEIR ‘
F1UE (R ; ;
cINCUSAFL | ;
SiNCanAl - : ;
DA P R
o3 {isa; 3
CHMSER Y. AN ‘
COMSER Y GH ; G
B. A
:_.auus FF IO LOGAT NS TWo - o '
IGPELTe WING SINT.E EWGINE .EY FIGHIER A/C ORBITED 0SS LIRERTY ‘
mw-z T185 AT 31427k, 34-62 AT TIME 08/@S50Z. NO IDENT, VI3IBLE :
% ALl. EST: 5.7%3 S, DISTANCE EST. 2, MILES, 90 AMPLIFYING
REFORY WiLl BY S4sIfTED, CoL
B !
l oot
P
2(’\4"). N
ﬁ..’G l!CT.. ﬁ',.i.ﬁa».‘(\(nt-‘:-u ’ ; ‘4/
TOF @SLe,3f JUN §7 MSG BR 418/08 . CW8csoescscenu il N

L 0887427 JuN 6

..
e, PRy
[P SURIISIS SISOV
A

A ——— — A 4% ee= -~




s ol usn V’”R-————————————-

-

= Actt 15:37 (U _ |
1. DESTRO.D -l M°Y SU>TRSEDED PUSS THIS DATE,
2. URoo: NIRRT ST TREZGULARLY SUPTRIZDES :TERIAL DAILY
"W CIRRECT oITUATICK £+D €XSALLOY ¥iTER OFTTATIVR ARTA,
P T , . : :
it L .

A

p

. // / . - (FAGE ! 9’_——_—)

OF1GNATOR :_\/,ﬂ }4/’1 1 /7 4 CcON I : '
LA X ' '
S R e SRR o | 77077 F
c *
p';.ooonunnv;r;t:isoi / SeN
c lol1lz{r]2]3]+ i %t -
AT\OG \S, \ L & f_?/
cerpRTRT L N 1 o /
} //,',/} Cooo.oooooooo.\nsy_ ore ,Pﬂ}% A et év)
RO € lolofazer|rlejrfrie l|ln_l:9N
J,‘\unzsznz,’54=51l,‘;,’§,.o
l‘ | 4 ® 1k . '..Z.....li " = -
I U E¢AN! 1] e B gD )

PATLUR WCU LON 2100/2 (REV 10-63) ‘ .



LA e

i sdidan.

ol

- )

C P L539.7L JUN 67

- B O Rt
.
O S A i

—

s~ oz rugs DIJERTY / :

-\ S SR

15)mjs/V'7
£TD DIST: J¢ 1) (16)sdsa/W PER CAPT JOY = ~
S RUTINS 351 1593917

CESs w"‘" CYSIRG

2 VP PZ
J..C DO, 13J /,(l?)JDW/

e

170 RUIPJS/JICS
em——— .
SUTPRU/USCINCEUR
TUTE LA /SKO

—y oy,

' '
JU;JUMH/VLA LANT
I Tk R IC IR b ol B
.\u.‘..:. 1‘.:./’\1;!\0141\.-11’1_1

v—eramr 1

,mimtren i
nv-hn»/u;ﬁbuuAAV"H

ROPS OV AVAK Sina R‘CUR

1
L~ P ey -y~
L7553 /0°07 LIXISLILRD
. m— L e mew cm P raT s b -— )
i . .‘;.‘/\. - -l.llh SL‘YF.-[\I

PR i

e

~
S tad

P

N ’
von, -
.
.
.
T e P S Ika
- & \\J ...J“_)
- —
TR L A T

f"!— o mads ..

-t bew wmals Ju.._ ‘.s..»-_-s._..,

.- e}

- > ...-u.u._'.a';.-.._.y c.rmm-.:. —~

>

St s ta .

.
i

s eI di & ey

Ll " LN
! h

r.
() [
L)
V-
1012
) ]
!

f e

-

S‘S‘S’¢
05091 &




e
.

. | ) O W) | - (1) 0

ECIN 4810 {20£2)

J‘.C: F.'U HeY ‘F A4V AJJ’

A Guciini

T2TTY O CRIRATION 'S

- ———at b

c
-

=

[
-

S, JCS 3755452 JU 67 (NOT..)
5. JCS 5£3.1527 JUKKET (NOTAL)
C. COXSIATEFLT 5623492 JUN 67k
1, PAR4' 1 RIF C IS MODIFIED BY REF B. -PROCEED IMMED TO OPER.TZ
CITEIN 4 £5 MILE RADIUS OF POSIT 33-4ONZ/32- -30E8 UNTIL FURTHER
07ICI. IO KOT LPPROACE COAST OF UAR, ISRAEL, SYRIA OR |
_I3:40N CLOSSR FHAN ONE HUNDRED MILE%, AND CYPRUS CLOSER.

.‘\‘ .

THAN TULLNTY-TFIVE ILES.
. RO TASK 0RGF-.NIZRTION LSSIGKRED TO ‘LIBERTY-
I, AoKN OVLELGL » -

079545 and 680116 Cannot iden:ify in SMD

, REF

2349 ECIN 47127

. i ) .

f ., _ \ .I
.:i




L. XRAJ FRISES _ e
Lz RO DT aP1dSTR
© FM USS SA%ATOS%
{10 RUQKPG € INCUSHEVEUR
INFO RUPRC/C O SIYTHFLT
RUTKRE.CT. S Zfr'u
BT
© (N0 CLASS RECL} -
"FOLLOWING RECT FRGM cfns LIBESTY,
S U0 A UNDER ATTASH. MY POSIT 33.25E 53.23.\1,, ‘I MAVE BEEN HIT.
0 REQ IMMED «MIS3ED SORTION) -
~'?.,~Nor;s 1o AUIHE?TXPA 108 Fncalisn. INTERCFPTED EZ4, 94 FROM
i"'r'. BT .

L]

A

L
E.-'
Cere
1.

i
"
! o
1

] M c. - = -
P i ,
.._..—'-‘—--f-_-_,h-...——'_r-..r oo e .
oL L o 7,

5 :
. - —-' [41dd . :
Z e : -
- ' :
_;-. FLAQ ﬁcroon‘aat ze vtov" .o
SN g
R S '
RN . o oy
P . . ” 77
LU TUR DBIRASS JUE 6T . HR 482/98 CHO oo b e =R
v ' - .
s L NO DT g 28 5'N .¢7
:. S i . . e Il
_., - . ‘e .
. i .
$.
(. s
|‘.f_ i .
RN S prmo
o E 3 P i 1 ' :
L RS A B !
e N N i ‘ -\(7
. ; N T
! ' SR ST O Tk
I P i : ",!4 in it L
R ; >»; i ¢ N
en™ SR TR : -
Rt AL b i,

F 1



!

t

4

:A"

z.
i

t

i

i

e .

MY Y. . Vel

'FG?UT/.WLTU l[.

- 7= (812557
«FH NJRS
=T0 CINCURAVUR

- =INFO Byl

HEG [ Yem

431
QLU HG
‘RECIRVU)

31,298 33,2
TOR 12207
&

BT FATI
s T P

) W0k ROUKSTAR «RW UND!R ATTACH BY PGQiT

e
2t o 'UAVE BEEW H%T; RECAEST }MMED ASS fST/V\L .

Lot .
. . »
fe -‘ e t——n . ] r ..
.
‘ : P
’ h Y. : oL
ey ”".:.,_‘ . R

-’

. .
- ' R " i . N
; J . . } -

’ | AR AT YT o : ’
. . P -0



. e , “ .‘ .....
5 - == - s R e
) ' , :
K7ZC179VV  BBHOT79V  KJF386 |
0 IR E '
i uT 051 1591237
o LITEE -
U ;;:-I','_-'S‘.'Z JUN 67 . :
Ui, w75 'SARATOGA N
Y -"“""‘/CIxLUaNAVEUR ’ .
Z."C TUTTRC/COLSIXTHFLT N ‘ *
. TUT,TE/CTG SiX ZERO PT ONE S .
. LUTFRI/CTG SIX ZERO PT TWO | '
S3LAS EELLOL B
T WCLLCWING RECEIVED FROM ROCKSTAR ON CINCUSNAVEUR SINGLE SIB
30T 3 UNIDENMTIFIED GUNBOATS APPROACHIl‘G VESSES NOW UNQUOIE =
BT .
(".
Yq: 4
&
-
]
o
|
t
l {FAGE § OF —
[T omerase fed L
| secTioN . / TR lBG//V
i o SSN 4
A saN /Z
/\\ ‘ ore O Z (/UU é)
| ) /K :
/ R o= o UG Ny 11
| K) / 1 - L ..,A.//..J' lq.;l [\\.QDDE ! D
.}/f. . n /A/
NAVEdR NCH LON 2100/1 (REV 10—




: o U R -
.' ) ' ——‘:'—_>_:__\\ U doaet i J Z '
. WV KXC183VV a‘\;}:?—*\
.+ f '''«'ZZ RUTPP '
DE RUTPRC 878 1551259
AN e
. Z 0S1258Z JUN 67 CovM NOTE: NAVEUR ?‘!GI IN HEAD UG »
; Fif COMSIXTHFLT THIS- 1S CCURTESY COPY, _
‘ TO RUTPP/USS SARATOGA ' L
RYUTrP/uns AMRERICA
INC0 RUTPP/CTF SIX ZERO
RUTPP/CTG SIX ZERO PT TWO
.. BT
W'
1. AMERICA LAUNCH FOUR ARMED A4°'S TO PRGZEED TO 31-23N 33-25E TO
DEFEND USS LIBERTY WHO 1S NOY UNDER ATTACK 2Y GUNBONTS. PnrCVIDE
FIGHTER COVER alD TAKKERS. RELIEVE ON STWK10N. SARATOGA LAUNKTH
FOUR ARMED A-1'S ASAP SAIlE MISSION. :
GP- 4 :
; . BT
' ' A
; ! ,
‘ : Cs-
'
' ‘ , o (PLGE 1 CF )
_—— e - - SO S A e . 4 . | coN l f l
ST 2 e NV 4 ] i AR .
\ © o eN ) v T -
.,




. -—

=1 < —
....C 12a02 JUN A7 -

£ USS SAMATCG! X
TD EINCHSHAIVEUr ’
INFO CVG Six ZERC P77 ONE ‘(,"..\i"?::;‘.\!a'? !
CTG SiX TR0 P7T° THWO _ thl i

COMSIXTHILY 3 /G

‘UNCLAS EF T O

THE- TCLLOXING ECEIVED FROM HGS L/gerly
{[T° 3y TORFEDO STARBOARD SIDE LISTING BADLY NEED ASSISTANCE
INMEDIATLEY o

S
!
;‘ |
: HE
| 2
L
- ) 1\ L‘.‘ .
/R THIS MESSAGE WRITTEN UP FOR INFO ONLY k\h ‘
33183 ,..C06 . g ‘ 03420C
| SN(&s 00523, 05{1) 09Bi1) 09D{1) 09M(1) 090{1) 10!6) 03(1)
| 04(is 05:7) 50:16) 51{1) 06(1) 60(3) 92(14) 9612 007(8)

C03¢1) IP{7) FPI10) BFRI1) CSA{1) CSAF(1) JCS(1) NATMAP(L) ;

0PA(1) +« 34 94 . 107 i -3
CONTROL NQ. 2:‘3':‘,;1;*FAGE OF  PAGE TIME OF RECEIPT OATE TIHE GROLP D
_911511_43/5\3“}\\ [ 68/14ls% 0812542 ..-’w_/j". 3

- e

T uis  _sapTeGh 08/25 E

. ————— T am—— i - ——




B ] \_j_ e e =+ e e —_
» S
ey e HAVY DEPARTIENT
; - - - — - L - el — wiarsemen.
TLAsd
2 0813012 LUN 67
cx NAVCOMHSTA GREECE
TO COMSIRKTHFLT
277 31X ZERO
SINCJSNAVEUR
UNCLAS
S0ULIWING RCVD VIA VOICE HICOM FROM USS 2/8E8RTY
JUOT =
47 0512532 AT 0812537 WE HAVE BEEN HIT BY A TORPEDO
ST08 SIDS LISTING BADLY REQ ASSISTANCE [MMEDJATELY .
UNJUITE '
-
‘ {:\

M/R WRITTEN UP FOR INFQ ONLY - - L e—

33(8) ...COG 03420C
SN(4) 00(2) 09¢1) 09B(1) 09D(1) 09M(1);,090(1) 10(6) 03(¢1)
04 (1) 05(7) 50(16) 51(1) 06(1) 60(3) 92(14) 96(2) 007(8)
008(1) 1P<7) FO(10) BFR{1) CSA(1) CSAF(1) JCS(1) NATMAP(1) 107

JPA(L) + 34 24 61
\ )
SSNTROL NO. \&{AGE OF PAGE TIME OF RECEIPT
\ / /

CHEz1/7/ 78 /J\% _ 18/1585°2 t P18t TV E)
 NMAVeommsrd Gress O8I0l <

. e men o tart | R S ABAS

DATE TIME GROUP

T e s e cien . ———— —— e
. . Seat 1hew - oo

ol strante stmdmmrbes e bovs



I,,. ,"-
b NBL ot SRS "'.”“ﬁw“ﬁﬁﬁhoﬁﬁ% Y [
o o | nol o
: e | ‘ . ' ; ,o«l'f:.. nl .
S a»-»mmm :
W KXC243VV AGB546VV chsoa
L ***+°ZZ RUDLKD 4 - ¢ ﬁ”, ‘ ;
i Ds RUTPRC 104 1591452 - ( ..“u,,w |
it . &
| iz qsmszz JUN 67 /zﬁ(ﬁ'oD N 3
| COMSIXTHFLT T,
i INFO RUDLKD/ CINCUSNAVEUR . h.ou o
7 0813162 JUN 67— L~ CovL oy o
“'FM CTF SIX ZERO SR 7 :
iTO USS AMERICAO ~ T F Uy
lUSS SARATOGA . R RS A o ?
INFO COMSIXTHFLT R «;:h;t.gﬁw'; ‘me o a
‘TpSK FORCE SIX ZERO, T A SR o
BT R R -
5™ W ;
] DEFENSE USS LIBERTY T &
| 'l. FOR AMERICA: LAUNCH:FOUR ARNED A4'S ASA TO PROCEED TO:
3] 23N9/33-25E3 TO DEFEND USS LIBERTY WHO{]S.NOW UNDER ATTACK
!BY SUNBOATS. PROVIDE TANKERS AND FIGHTER COVER.
5. FOR SARATOGA: LAUNCH 4 ARMED Al°S RELIFVE 'ON STATION OVER
.. ;LIBERTY.
:{ '3, FOR ALL3 PLAN TO RELIEVE ALL ACFT ON SlhT}ON ?VER USS LIBERTY
: 'AS REQUIRED. |
'.» » . v
» ; |
"?'"6"'

.PAGE TWO RUTPRC 10 4 ST T RPiur *

‘4. DEFENSE OF USS LIBERTY MEANS EXACTLY THAT, DESTROY OR DRIVE OFF

REMAIN OVER INTERNATIONAL WATERS. DEFEND [FOURSELF IF ATTACKED.

ﬁn B

; CP' i \' .
= " - : » ". '- ~
4 . .
. )
e (Pdssuor___.)
OWIVANATUR H \-. X 1 Tl T T CON
\—- ACTION “ . \\]‘q }‘?_]‘ )ﬂ A,.\‘.’ -...r—\)' ) L TOR /5-[%7'
bl alelete = B
uRICA N P B O R
OCPARTMENT _i:u '-r i | L_i . !: ‘ ‘ SoN
i o njolo sloiolciwiayay . gy
c L e alajelelle eley st o TF1376 JM&7
o). u tapsiapilafajaisis)ris .
| { ‘J l , ___,_{_ .,.‘\‘.’..' | SEGREF
U O ATTT R LY T (WHEN FILLED IN)

‘ . ANY ATTACKERS WHO ARE CLEARLY HMAKING ATTACKS .ON LIBERTY.

NAVEUR NCU LON 2100/3 (REV 10-65) . -



NSA FORM N72B8 REV SFP ~%
(Supersedes N2288 REV At
1o ha camd until depieted)

NONF

ACTION FRECEDENCE
L AL
N ..f—'- *

INFO PRECEDENCE

L ceAGH

SPIC \L HANDLING

LFTO

A\

Cania L DMLY LS DATU: 1 JUNLE 6
10 PO SN
IMEG S A0 90

10

IMNTS!

ol (;yS
SO

UMLK £ F T O

HCL.AS FLASHSITREP/¢6¢¢1/COMSLXTHFLT @81315Z JUN 67
ATTAGK ON LIBERTY

$ITREE ONC

1. KT @e19527 USS LIBERTY REPORTED UNDER ATTACK AT FCSIT
31,794 33.150, WAS HIT BY TORPIDO AND WAS LISTING BADLY.

ATTACK FORCEY HEREBY DECLARED HOSTILE BY COMS I XTHFLT A

COINCUSNAVEURINST PO31E@ BB LIBERTY MESSAGE AUTHENT ICATEID.
o, Havy DIRECTED 7F 6g TO FROCCRD TOWARD SCENE. TASK FORECE

60 PROSENT PGSIT 3heueN oy, 281,

3, 11avL DIRECTED AMLRICA TO LAUNCH FOUR ARMED Ail'S AND
SARATNGA TO LAUNCH Foué ARMED A1!3 WITH. FIGHTER COVER
TG DEFEND USS LIBERTY. PILCTS DIRECTED TO REMAIN CLEAR O
TANKERS ALSO WiLL LAUNCH, WILL RELIEVED ON STATION.
L. ETA FIRST ACFT ON SCENE ONE HOUR AND»3@. MINS AFTER LA

CSTIMATE LAUNCH AT 1345Z.

» &
LS

LAND.

UNCH .

Sagw ’
et
R
T —
DRAFTER RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT (ZULVD)
- &

DOCUMENT MARKING ‘ — PAGE PAGES.

NN OTETLH1S MESSAGE HANDELEOT BV, 2 I AT eI~ AR A F ol -mACANTE Lr 1 of 1
NEF\C‘RO TO MESSAGE AG) NR# (
AGO - AGO NR.
AGH NONL.

oTG

oTe 3813292
SUSPENSE ——

—



M COMG

)

v YCJQ AFH'?FUTt“T’Tﬁ‘*T

TN

JVP" De YQJQ NR 2 GOK

PUTKRE RUTPRU RUENARA — Fof; uff”“""‘
. L- RUTPRC @O0 1591049

by SO0Sem

z CA13497 SUL G7-—Eﬁéﬁ42>
i

v COMSIXTKFLO
3 47\4'.-’-/CNO

Iy e et L Y WLV AR VATV
UL R

"ﬁrm

ndehO/C.(Cb:dAVcUR~——""'-—_—__‘
RUTKRE/CTF SIX ZERO. =+ v

7 MBi3307 Jub 67 —/OZ(()”
SIWTHEFLT

10 USS AMERICA

155 SAnAT0GA-

(23

ol

., ues LIEERTY. INCIDENT
' 1. 1Y CINCUSNAVEUR INST P03120, 58

VECLANED HOSTILL S

o YO ARE AUTHORIZED TO USE FORCE INCLUDING DE
0 CluthRE 1L ° PRECES 50 ROT USE NORE FORCE T
G WOT PURSUE ARY UNIT TOWARDS Laty

PRA

1UATION,

3

~urprigaL PURPOSES. PURP POSE
CeF ouhlznn TACK IS TO ONUECT LIBERTY ONLY.
PRIEF aLL PILOTS CONTENTS THIS MSG. IN ADDITION BRIEF PILOTS THAT

.

ZcmaLy“'

1o

1
/

FORGES ATTAGKING LIFERTY ARE
cJRUCTION ASHENECESSARY ™.

AN REQUIRED,

SLYPTIAN TERRITORIAL LIMIT ONLY 12 MILES AND LIRERTY RIGHT ON
EDGE. DO 'HGT.FLY BETWEEN LIBERTY AND SHORELINE EXCEPT AS REQUIRED
. TO CHRRY OUT PROVISIONS PARA 2 ABOVE. BRIEF FI1GHTER COVER THAT ANY

LTTACKS ON WHTACFAAIRCR

[~

HOSTILE ACT AND PARA TWO ASOVE APPLIES.:

GP=-4 .

ET . 1
' onomaren | NW’ TR B
e i RN A I
s i Ly L

S0 S R PR PR PR PO SO U

| PR ;‘Ug",-,? ? ?l : ‘-?l"‘::L‘L |
W I"‘?' P e
l _. RS .

A A TNt Gemen @ Mmes AAAm IA tmamss 0 S

.....

BT, LIXHROQ, ‘OR THEY THEMSELVES IS

.
. »
|

b 4 camee e

- con l A
von | [0/ £~
SaN (’Q .
e OP1339  JunG7
SOTIDENTA

/

(WHEN FILLED IN)



-3, FCR USS LIBERTY!REQUEST CONFIRM REPORY’ OF ATTACK,

N R-L S —_— Sl e mmmisa=—

40 JUN 67
NCUSNAVEUR

/u_

TD USS LIBERTY
INFO NAYVCOMMETA MORQCCO

MAVCOMMFTA CREECE:
MAVCOMMSTA SPALN

UNCLAS

1. ESTABLISH IMMEDIATE COMMUNICATIONS WITH ANY MED AREA COHNSTu;

2. NAVCCMM5TA CAMS: MOROCCO TAKE ALL' AVAILABLE ACTIONS TC EST ABLISH
COMM WITH USS LIBERTY REPORT WHEN ESTABL:SHEDo

T £ O et Al T D IS JCARLTI AT A0S L Ths e s e WAttt

 p e oge 2y

ﬂ-.‘.(-“.

MR TalS MCSSAGE WRITTEN UP FOR INFO ONLY

3218) ,.COG" * . - C342dC §
SNf4Y 0017 05:1) 09B(1).09DI1) O9M(L) 090(1) 10¢8) 03(1)
CAaz1) 05(7: 50:{16).54(1) 06{L) 60(3) 92(id) 961(2) 007(8)
co8¢{1) (PI7) FP'10) BFR{1) CSA(1) CSAF(1} JCS{1) NATMAP (1)

C v —— —

CPALL) + 34 ¢ ‘ . 107 :

CONTROL NO }ru}g OF PAGE TIME OF RECEIPT DATE TIME GROUP . :
-— : |

c”aa%?/v \ / o8/ren opravoT T 61

"

mgbusmuwe (75*/540 z_

" i - P L bl d M“‘—-"




NNV KXC2173

JThQ T PVV  AGBSSIVV  FRESBT

00 RUSEYS— , e~
DE RUTPRE 687 1591410 , N

INY SS66w :

0 8314162 JUN 67 =~

FY CIF SIX THREE

TO RUTPRC/COMSIXTHFLT

1:F0 RUTKRE/CTF SIX ZERO

R4D4HB7 CINCUSNAVEUR — =

RUTFP/USS PAPAGO .

ST | - -
. -

SALVAGE OPERATIONS R

Ac YOUR £8)328Z JUN 67 NOTAL

1. FOR COMSIXTHFLT: RECOMMEND PAPACO BE DIVERTED AT MAXIMUM SPEED

TO FROCEED VICINITY 31-23N9 33-25E3 TO ASSIST LIBERTY,

2. FOR PAPAGO. IF COMSIXTHFLT CONCURS DIVERT FROM PRESENT POSIT .
AND- PROCEED TO VICINITY POSIT PARA ONE TO ASSIST LIBERTY. ADVISE :

ALCON ETA. UPON ARRIVAL BE PREPARED TO CONDUCT SALVAGE OPERATIONS
OR ASSIST LIBERTY AS OTHERVWISE DIRECTED.

GP- 4
BT
|
l
|
|
| .
?
: l
N - t
' |
|
i |' IPAZE 1 OF e )
i
r‘"..;,,".:;‘_.‘ﬂ . \(:y".{» ;J . €CN 1 | ;L
w C c ; W, - \
' 'I;.','coounnnu'.‘.u;soza < | ssy _
| ____1!501212,34..._;5 o | B o (L
: LoTION :5 H :
:C:F TSN ] 1 Heu " . JL’ P /‘ é
P tetslololololofotnlafo]ala il ore O47%7C o, 7
-7 hE (‘,C"."Cllll':{lllcl(‘“ c
! - c o hprzrzlatiizaztalsiey T 5 . —
I ( / j ® l aledl o, ,
' ‘ g '. : - ” . [~
l : | ! l (\f i! ‘li..l..LDl

FAVEUT L CU LOX 210042 (REV 10-60) } *



-

’ . ..

¢ 16 FRRON 28824529 UUNTIL

C 16 vt eosE? VIET DDGS :
.,' ERRE—ARDSANPSON RS EEARAUNVIWWWEWL.

TPz 122 JUN 8T
X ;CCLEETS OROCCO R
2d LGSt/ CINCISSAVEUR — T

Iy

ST I i o
I Lih Ty UHABLE TO IDENTIFY ATTACKING BOATS | RN

.

v . U ek et b
AT W TETIECIZZE EOATS AFTER ATTACK HELICOPTER CIRCLED THE SHIP.. . =
SIS IEVEID To DI 1SRALIE. / [ - R LR
el . 7/ ) ! 2
e . - ;._" ot i -
PR S L LA T e ey - - s * Lo ,",‘
P g TTITITITIG T s A
RGPS o ’ T Ce e
= [ :r;; P LA € T ‘ L. 'v-
e mm—me = —_ e —- A4l L T el ’ TTeng
—-- IORTEE B2 XS W gt
’~
[ 8
A
Ta
le
73
-t
/
L. / " /’ (PAGE | OF commmmmmem e
CRIGINATCR | i’ )1 /P y Ve . coN l I
SECTION . M~ Ll i '
i A ‘ L s
¢ T1e Tor /YW
ndclofo[nfulninininjuji]s ssn
_ 50!::2345&;1'00 :
ZCTICN SN '
crpaatmenz— || XV f Z— .
b A NG g A
/ v {ojo|ofolofolofo}dlelo A.j " Def/:z / é
’ Ve &C‘oelll/lll s 0 ore U/ l(/O‘AJ R
s ptb2islatr|aizaslogy AL
'" s 1/ ! ° AR Y DL ool SR e | I 1

H

¢

Dve

2!
N

—-—;"
\,.
F==»
N\
L—'"'::
o"l
Qﬁ\
N
\Sa
\iii

24

, {4
.‘/' '
TAVEUR I'CU 1LON 2197/2 (REV 10-65)
T .

(VIS Fli.LED l!-.’-).



" RUEHDTZ USUN

*'-f.'.xurpnwcv 3 dIx 710 PT a;uq-'
"'RLFPBW "SAFEl "

"".Al.usw. CALLEP TO

FLASH ¢+ FL &S U

XRaJ R 270
Z ARLALAZ '5? : -
FM USDAO 'm, av ™ 191 I\EL
TS, mm'/ﬁ HITE HOIJS‘
CRYEPJ~/ O
nurPVAAmo

t RUEHC/ DEFT® *;TATE
Rt.qwrr/cwsb('rhﬁm
!RUEDPPSo, CTYCSTRIKL
RUDL"D/CY‘JC ﬁ\IEUR
RUEKD &/ JLG7

INFO m:sms‘/ibu

NUFPaKy 61 NCEN - USEUCON

9

CRMFPATY 1 wcu‘s-m EUR -
RUTXRE/C" 3 m mzn

P

FLG TO! REOEI\H-" REPORT.s Isnamx uncnarr o E 4_-’,_-3'

‘a¥D MTB°S FRRONEOUSLY STTACKED U S. SHIP iPB/ 1200Z y . Ay
POCITIAN 31957 33~33E, ' MAYEE {NAVY SHIRy  1DF: HELXPOPTKRS S ¥
~IN RESCUE OPERATIONS, . “NO. o_t;ui-:n wro.-- gpagkls” ssm* t
APQLIRIES AND RERUEST 'INFO AF .0 HIPS: NE&R " ©
“WAR 20 co;»nm :zr'"’3 e

AT

u



. gt
. b R . ‘ s
( R : -, REAN

ve '-.‘? L by

) - ¢ ol'-'|:' ' "4.:" '."
NNPNCZCKDA13220E80123‘ Y St =},.
.« veeerZZ RUDLKD. R Lo
| DE RUZPJS BLAC, 1591424 R
1L TN SOReee
'L £BlALEL. Ui’
Fi Jes '
3 RUFPBK/USCIWCEURT . & . d: oo, = iner
mro RU;PCH/COMJIKTHFLT ’!~~:;ag,' ;
RdDLKD/CIVCU SANAVEUR ™. SCACDERRNEY

!/n'

S

JCS 7354 JCS 6 SEND

PR
....'_'__.....‘_.__-.___-._.‘. e

e - SRR

N - he o, Tes ey
5.9 . TR RS ' '
5. SURPURO SE A el il o .4._.- oy
. ! * "\ EN ‘.:\ )
¥ P S
i ' - - i e Mt .
K 1 [l
. [ .
ol .
. . .
RS .
- P v
¥ B s
. - . it -
v 0
\
‘ - ’
PP
3
. ’ M
t »
. . “
¢ . .
A . -l
\
ol -

oS
'y i
.. i "
[ R } e
- - ) : '
h. - .'\“ )
H - el A .'
. - *. %
i,
ORIGINATOR 4

' f.. Al f,w‘ ""3’3‘* QLA “’—‘41«:"’9‘&"’ wﬂ‘lf w!'wf"t\‘ Qw“"t‘iﬁ"ﬂd'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ*’-«-«0%1"-4*@?5"-45"5-‘
?

N - . \B Q '
M-t WHER. Tms S RECEIED /97 S
BY- ALL mness (Aus BY ST98) - |

. . ,_-. i . ’ N ."- R
DT AR ',.‘ .

< YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO~ +USE WHATEVER FORCE REQUIRED
TO DEFEND USS LIBERTY FROM FURThER ATTACKS. .

-,

~

I3 : ]
"'.-c)--.. . 1
e~ N

Y.
R N " . . . ) "
X et e . Yo
oLy, S N
' i
: LI 1)
A
t
EE
<
e
a-.
: .1
1 A e v s - e — e e — e Tm-
RN . A Y o ot
. Vwo-
. T
(A . .t
7 :
3
.I
.
L] . o
sy
1 N
-
. i
-
»
- .
v
A 4

(PAGE 1 OF e

] | 1.

. SECTION

DlPMTHﬁ

[k 3N

*Z .

. ll-._—f;

~-0d
pwoo
“X-X-}

EMG> ZTRCOZ—O
‘T ewooO

\3@

N w»~-0

o~-0

oy -0

wéz

02/ '4/é

t""‘ "‘-,rﬁ:\ ¥ f.' .
NAVEUR NCU LON 2100/3 (REV 10—55) AR
'L_; _ - S, ad -

(WHEN FILLED lN)

T3 Z i

| ot

y»wlnwwg-m
: o LT

,‘ 3 :" : ':
A
. .
s, i
. O T P
B



- . e et [Y
. TN ol
R R N L TR T \‘.J
. - T e A W
~ IS O3 S US ST \\
- - - e .t e ayem
- C e eie el LiBAL
- -
- . Yl Cer s v
- - ey e
T
e Cmas mpme
- oA Lany
- e m g s ey
VAR TSR SN Y BT V)

L2 S OCIZAS PT OTVO

WITH USS .I:LRTY oN ANY CInCUIT. < .
ENGAGENZNT ISSUED TO PILOTS: ﬂbOTp..YCU

£ INCLUDING DESTRUCTION AS NECESSARY 10

T SUZ HORZ FORCE THAN REQUIRZID. DO NOT
JD FOX P"°*ISnL PURPOSES. PURPOSZ OF COITER-
RTY CNLY. 4LDITICHALLY, ALL PILOTS BRILFED
LIMIT ORLY TWYELVE (l?) HILES AND LIBERTY"
SETWEEN LIBERTY AND SHORELINE

O OGO

.J>:O-<F‘(-17‘O:U"‘l

Bt

£ =< €2 %4 bet

; RY OUT P?GVZS;G”S OF A20VE. FIGHTER COVIR
s T]ACnS 0i! ATTACK AIRCRAFT, LIiBERTY, '
3 . E.AQT'AﬁD ABOVZ h:°LIES. UKk uOTE,
, A S . .
| - . - — . 4 i
Co l ' ) . L e > R I —
o oLV, . o con '
. CFIGIATOR \ aw dRp M , | I ,
| ! £7CTION c 3} j—t—¢ ,\ ) . B - ToR /g[c/Z_l//a/
! : N{NINN NN Pls / ' | ssn o
e I 8? SIVIZ15 | %]5 |e 1T] oo S : : ‘
: ACTICH H 7 | san /7
| CEPIRTY INT n 1™ g = C/
o ¢ :cooooooao‘o';‘r.'-_cu l . OUD/S//Z': 00&7
n N |E clotejelrirfrfrfelelririolls, ot
. Jj uliz]s]3t|zl3|elefel 710 . 1 e wr Ay
]i. i --“_,/. _7_/__- w| | : . ! o e
L Loddal NS [ GUHE LLED B
. . ) ' i
CNAVEUR NCIT 10T 20/ (T 10LARY - .



- -
[ o ["‘ . . /:‘ . 0' 4 i ’ !
. v U :
S l ot -
cnnwy Kxczaiw  agpssesea 0 Dosd 15022
novoozz EU-I"P‘R’Q\ ‘- 1" " .
DE RUTPRC 897 1591430 o S
ZNY EEEEE S |
7 8T¢{ILAT JUN 67 cr | . _
Fi4 COMSIXTHFLT o ot ;
T0 RUFRF/CTF.SIX SEVEN oo ze|;n1 Loy
RUTPP/CTF SIX SEVEN PT TwO - | ¥ | . .
RUFRS/PATRON SIGONELLA | S £
RUTKC/PATRON ROTA S - .
. INKO RUTPP/CTF SIX ZEBE——————J-“;" 4
RUT H¥Q/ CINCUSHNAVEUR — . a !
BT : "-g ! ’
UKCLAS e i boo 1 v "
VP REQUIREMENTS AN A s

1. INSTRUCT ANY VP ACFT AIRBORNE AT THIS TIME OR PREPARING T0
* LAUNCH TO REMAIN WEST OF TZUVUJLIDREES EAST LONGITUDE AND -

REMAIN AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED MILES FROM COAST AND BORDERS OF

rGYPT AND ISRAEL UNTIL FURTHER ADVISED., : | v

5. BE PREPARED TO RESPOND INMEDIATELY TO CTF 63/CONSIXTHFLT - -~
REQUIREHENTS., : . R e S i
BT ~

>
- //‘{7 (P:.-Gslor______)
‘ | ¥ ‘ )5( con I
ORIGIATCR X Xl ’1 i’ . l R
SECTION ) =
el ) c | g 4LJL2;2251_
Nooonunu:::;sn‘ C ssN
c |tlr]afifzjals t / _ _
- ] 7iel o
I s t | ) {C
CITARTMENT " _ = -
Coooooooo,‘ooon%L //1{’/(/*’)/) leaU
IS R FRRRVA TR TR A B o, oTG . . (,e 2
v SrIEIERLRE: } alslsl? % oIl o -
: | : et R W XA Tl i
o L_'_ﬁ s .-."-.;‘.‘.JL.!-“;.-,;)(.,.“' [‘._,',D
X 01al |

NAVEUR NCU LON 2160/1 (REV 10-65)



3

‘ e te “"'_':;}:é,, w‘ bo ity '._'_“".'.,;_".‘_\'21,';'.. aiy reses pheug i 1 ‘
NE -‘-- - i IR E o . vv.‘l .
,J\ paLL A AN |
'\ . l/\{'i“ ITP'VUX'T,G?‘{-'AQXT'UT'-\'C;T,“fliw pEL,U 'X[VTY o«
. : {,k 2,}'.\!( _'._' '- ':'.", I. ,’ : ) : ., . . t e s : "'.l. . ' . W
of P g
\"- TXPTF N
- 5% - , L -,_ v
.\!- w342 SEEKO O P b
.', ) . / ) :;‘EIT . ' o ’ " ~ .' *
‘ ' 1.1 P o IR .
. \ -I ‘? .'-.'i’.’f.,:l-'r!“ ‘ . R :. s .. ‘ . .
N - ) : . .. . ' 64 . : '
i eewv ey RU'}PW\ ?. ‘07 ‘
'?\'~ pE WUTPRG 682 199 8
o AN B e ‘ P .
g 2 peazeT 6T : E
' Fi G0 AL T T .;
- Th 1T G/CTIONERAVELR . :
TR LR LHUIALA/SED .
, \. A . : R AT SRR S RPN I B
. \ o 1 -~ A ‘ - . - .
. Gkt T CUT e A1aY Jut o1 "
a3 o N ﬁ‘”.ﬁvaJ{kwﬁhhkxnxu: S VIRILT R T
‘\ . :l ! \ "' ‘; \' ! |l_ . ..: l.r.v’ \ )L} l‘ Ur"é.' '.(" \“';'..\n v I:l‘-.}\'" nl -“-'T ‘.(‘! La 1?-‘ i o
r\. B ‘ e * i boes o o : X ' ”-“‘.‘.’.. ) .- wn ‘,.. E ‘. = .
k . (‘."liv‘i". e, ALIO A SEAD CueEss O o\ L
‘| .v ' |7— 1 ) ' . , .
‘:, ‘ . ). \ ] * e p . ._' . - .
o T R

|

e mh—

[ owemirer T 7

i

X
N »

. veq .00 R\ __‘\/l_‘,_‘_‘ 1,—‘\--‘
. ‘ e I e r-‘( ] B " T';' | ! T:_’T o
; HES 'S 'HMNN‘N‘N"'""‘S b
. . LY )
. 9
ULV A% DI ' _
) |‘w iqu'n|o ?‘,o!e!c‘:zo‘t‘n?.‘fu!’!;
.\ b | {’['jﬁ“
no T T DR
‘ i Y_Y 5 .

1 NAVEUR NCU LON 2100/3 (REV 1€ 65 %

L

. ',!~.=

1% k, v »..!_".. ,
- . — .A_Q—_—'.__.—-;.. P

[ S PN SRS eane £

PUpOBPPER

PN
), = ——

q.

- (WHEN FILLED IN)"

e
caluly

3

ot
»
X

v Rers

Cowet o .
i-n""f 5 VE P W OSEN Lh PR

PR S AL

-

1



\ (“‘ /\ N
\\
o -uq-\/ ~~ ;:‘;/ oy
YAy Sl !
s | A Sew v ts ) snmp [ . :
“\ I ! k 3“ ‘ l-\“ :..m \%Zl 'i K " .. ‘r :.‘
W %(Co%IDE SNL WV AGBSASVV- PRYCODT S ot ¥
R A YUULAM ! ey : ' \ e . e ]
DE l\dll \‘ lﬁ) 691455 ' ll"; I‘ l . “ ) f' ' . o . - ' < . ‘.
Zui eseet ISR P SRR
7 oL AR5ZaUN 67 - l si-- s ?:% S S
FK*COHSIXTHFLT i g T
T RUFPDBX/USCINCEUR L 47 CZ// .
INFC AIG nz NINE EIGHT (To ¢ '“MubEbn) ﬂl SR
AFUZNAnA/CNO 1 . Co
RUZPIS/ JCS ! .qﬂh. R
RUFRF/ COMFAIRMED b o S
KUTPP/CTF SIX ZERQ l . O s
RUTPP/CTG SIX ZERO PT TWO ' : ! o %
. 137 ; ' i'_; ' . ‘ - E
" Gl e iy v " - 0
CONFFLASHSITRE =V 06385 COnSIXan.LT nsx{r z ' 3
. 1. FOLLOVIWNG #SG REC FROW USDAO TEL AVIV. ¥
. .uo.€~ ALUSNA LMLLLD T0 FLO.TO REULIVE "REPORT. B
TeRATLI AIRCRAFT AND HTB®S ERRONEOUSLY ATTACKED U.S. SHIP AT .
€5, 2032, POSITION 31-95N 33-33E. WAVBE RNAVY SHIP. 1DF i
r LA .;‘)n PTZRS e TLSCUE OPERATIOHD. . U 0 l“(t’.l‘ I\FOQ ISRAELI S SuND . ':"
(HJECT A’OL'GIES AND REQUEST, IN7O, Or uTH-ﬂ US SHIPS NEAR VAR !
v uuhul- \JCI...o H
2. AT sa;asaz LIBERTY RLPORTZD UWurn-ﬁ{ AI EIGHT(B) KNOTS. : 2
. 240 DEGREES MAGNETIC. Cd ER R R o g
! Do [‘ ) . ‘ \" ‘": ':"i.; . ,' . i . l . %
; ; | - sy et ] ' ;
L — I | RS R IR VUUEUE S SR L /’ PO
:' ~/' .f‘J a .
! IR N :
: IS )
i ’ :
' '
o
) . (noe‘u OF )
Comsiniron 11 [/ AA }ﬁ’;'\/. IRV con | |,
wi L TN . PO ¢ /9 S WSS a Sa4 : e i
; ' I TR [_r’i T % Tor ,/f;'f),///
Hq lojolojmtninlnn minlrts Y SSN
g o " ;c;t':“‘a 3lais el TR ) ' L
Cnh b - -.._ _‘_ dea b G I":ﬂ"' . son fL
| E':uo 0,01 l|;il 1-'0. TN ote ﬂoo—/yﬁ— 1(/)‘/\)@
‘\» l!\ !]lzll.l\l'lz!3 4| I'l Ion “:. ‘ ! .
‘ H AR Lo » - 7‘” | / S brud TimiPaod w-w .
B it
i S VA I L= i ¢ (WH&'-N HLLED ‘N)




AU KXC2THVY AODBS6V LARREI
Lo (lt)O‘llSDE KRUTPRC 114 159151:

i Dl
(315142 JUN 67
.1 COHSIXTHFLT"
TN KUENAAA/CHO -
.H“IKD/CINCUSNAVEUW// :
CWTICR/NAVCONMSTA MOROCCO v 0] <
VORC/DAVCONHSTA G L . /77 /

LECE o )
W EIANAVCONMSTA ASHARNA —
i1 3C/ NAVCOIMSTA SPAIN . -
s:nmyv/unchwD LONDON”’/— -

»4%+PF“T*ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂhﬂN%4E@

55 LIBERTY APXISES SHE HAS CARRIED OUT EMERGENICY DESTRUCTION OF °
;1L CRYPTO PUBS AND KEY CARDS.

ONLY COMM VIA CINCUSNAVEUR HICON EBA.OA4.

e
]

.

N
{PAGE | OF e
: coM I l

— ¥ ,
R < : o [JZ5e7/ 5%,
i tlaooounn'unrca‘t:iso . 4 SSN ;

c lolwjz|v]2]|3fal® HEL % ol > L
i v : —
| ccmmmen 1% At -‘\;a;r o S anEe
‘ /‘)' Coooooooooot)l\h[l. g _g_Z";S’/ /__.__. ,—L-/\ l,
\(/ e lololojojr et ; : n ou

\\S;,g:za:'23":‘s ‘0‘001‘, l.- 1A
| EAEAEREN

NAVFUR NCU LON 2100/2 (REV 10~ 6’5)

y I



Tt Al

e I‘__,L\/./// _,,_./'-‘

(wremN(FID, -7,({:)

"\, NAVAL MESSAGE

"‘l ;a . . \ ]
l L‘ Ry L L4, ° [orarteo av\,,Q/ /” PRECECENZE | FLASH | IMMED | PRIOUTY| ROUTINE | AR MalL
FTRAT / RGNS DAY 4 —t -
vod ™ iy L v - LIS TIIED D 4 acTioN 7 ’3 l'l \\
PHONE EXT. NO. —
INFO ek i
/

- / / i
[y s / :
CINDUSRAVECS -\-/ S FOR COMMUNICATION
T USE ONLY
TAPE
T !
COCTAIErIY CUTTER —
PKOOF
RELDER
cewPo
U A s P Ao i
(INLDORg O3 RMTRIONUIE TATATIS
two
CusVIDTINTIAL
. . pLema EImENT STmapacel en
|- WD ELTE OETIN IWRTAN Sc
et TRAT ALY KNS e
N . S, o~ yppn
'-"_—. EE N;i_ Papo) " ..SA...}\U. :E :L-l Late }\c ?.HI—‘-:—-—"‘S '-,0 El M‘--—-— ON
STLTS,
/11,,17
At -
('3"\,7 4

X

|

!

i

|

i

i <

| =

. "
~
T ST AT AT e oy DTUURCT "'TL, jomr A SOMITVIET LY. <. .
! : N
)
| - (PRGENOF )
:
L / . "
" T /Y- T ' / cc I I
L T EREL TG A .
' ) AN & - ——— L . TOR
j He RERHER g
. ¢ .
| aNn 1olololn nlu N‘N'N'N '|5 . SSH ///L"
: thOIzuzs-t,se!»-ro. ) .
X e S U T Ct i ’ | ' X s6M
. N T A T B T i ..

.- 7;«_"/,.»11': R I‘/' —l 1T Wiy ~ A _L/7 /;7 ' //
it olglale i ojele 0in ke ) vre L. . : 2L
co "lv’l'.‘ 0;:{(! TR AR SRR ER R AR
Sty beiz azz,4:ns7gll-_ '
R | Ao ’ e o,! /% 5 e /

7 ' .~ 4 Pl 4 -— j-—.' - w,’l 7/
: - <=
B e HEERN 1
___j ' PN 7 £ —
i
Y

ST AN 210077 (REV 1065 . . . -

'




SUAVY KXCI41VV eGREB2VV NYCOTS
3 =UTPRQ
NY CCCCC ZFD RUTPRC 222 1628422
J ®YTEL RUSPAG RYUFPEX RUTFRQ RUFPEY DU IC RUFRF RUEZDNKA
UDLYD RUTPNAA RUEDFSA RUTXRE RUTPCR
[ ?ITDxC 116 /¢9l52lV
~ ZRY CCCCC (
2 C815?17 JKZ 67 —Q,//

* COMSIXTHFLT

0 SUFPIX/USCINCEUR @,/

UTEER/ CINCUSNAVEUR gl P 2;}/’
LFCC/LSINE SHAPE ' >

GrE Aty CINCUSAFE L )‘4%§ 2
UFPEV/ C1HZUSAREUR (L/ ‘

P10/ 008 SLANT ANMCOBEIN FRANKFURT ~
JFRE/ CONT & IRMED

LEDNE A/ CINCLANT

ll h'\\[/LY LI\NTFLT

LOLED/CINCNORAD *
HEPNEA/CCNINEASTFOR e %ﬁ7¢)

Z.':x:ublnll.‘(r \(/\

HTTE 24, 33CT NCHEAFSA

UTHEI/OTF SIX 7ERO

© rT134%97 JUN 67

= 0N STXTHFLT

P

Y -

\

3T TWO RUTPRC 116 N A T 0 CmGmeiufiershonBimims o imnfilee
- T 0% P A kA aat me we. e =
CTLLOIP NR AND FINAL TO CONSIXTHFLT LDTIIC 1-67

12DA0 TEL AVIV RECEIVED FROM FLO THAT ISRAELI AIRCRAFT

* @Tng CIRCNEOISLY ATTACKED US SHIP AT ¢8120¢Z, POSIT 31-25N, 33-33E.
VST naVY SHIP. IDF HELOS [N RESCUT OPS. NO OTHER INFO ISRAELIS

2 ARJECT APQLOGIES. SIXTHFLT SENDING ASSISTANCE.
-2
AT



e I LI L A

I I "'l ch ey e e Fros . i ead J,«.'."‘“ APTIRL % FX) R"#a‘i‘?ﬂ'&,"\ vlhd

SINNCZCKDA 165ZCEGA 660 :
s+ ver77 RUDLKD oy
JE RUEPUS BH7C 153LA3E . \
ZNY S§58% .
7 0815257 JUNE 631/7
KM JCS TN
70 RUFPBX/USCINCEUR,
INFO RUTPRC/COMS

. At

RUDLKD /CINCUSNAVEUR . - : o s .
19 ' ~ e , S
s JCST269 JCS SEND | . , " -
SEF: A. JCS 7354/081416L |

Be TEM7CON ADM RIVERO TO GEN BURCHINAL 8 JUN , . .

" CONFIRMING REF TELECON DISCONTINUE USE OF
FORCE AUTHORIZED BY REF(B) GP-4 : :
} e

)

. -
"
- (PAGE § OF o)
ORIGINATOR T\ 54 1>/ . CON l l
T . AT o [myssz2s|
2z HERHUHEHERHE o |
TaCTION Y TiEl ° S0 ‘s
DEPARTMENT N - S | c
A NGU : s e s o P
¢ lslslolellelslalslele o o TN L L A D ENEL S
\ u [il2ialsfela]lslejajeiTit LS
R B 4|0 ()
A} ’ T
. /
ENEEREE SR (WHEN FILLED IN)
NAVEUR NCU LON 2100/3 (REV 10-65)
—_— . .

B . ——

P

-3

T e e o Mt o o -



. Y A .“. ) ! , '1
' .._‘ " o -
" . L . ‘.:--.,- ot . .,.*._ ..__‘_1_',_?_.‘_- 7"-'.‘.'“' s omy A S -‘;--A-:“
' - M
- " - e ! : : . o . - v
.”Y l - P ' : ot o ‘ ."““T"‘ . : ’ ’ A
‘ ;rw#ﬁg.' _ L A o v .
v f ! ' P . . L . ’ e .
I \ "
’ oot L
f : ; oo i - .
-
7 ooterrl WU 6T o : ) L L
gt INELT o . o
'{\ ‘\l"l i I({l} s‘I:( ZEF\'O ' . A e . R
RETEP/USS AVERICA R ,
CETPP /UGS SARATOGA / I SRS
¥4 (PRQ/CCCUSHAVEUR ~ . - :
T RDK/CIIUCEUR . | .
AL /D o
. o W - ’ ‘ -.‘“

4T 1DEMTIAL o . A P
Loy COERINTHRLT (e 13392 ' o c :
t. ;'\ |r‘-/‘ .'J‘ () G
covnk OF .U.(r,x_ o LOK‘GU‘ AUTHL:TLLD.

LN

1
= wm
L 'J<.'__ .
<
-

)
=
o
D .
=
D
=
<
Z
&

. . -
; : " : R |
B WP - — r— et - ovmm—— e mes s mm e W c— e ¢ oe o .

‘e

i o ' T Y| Sa— !

. '
7 p = ‘ CoN [ I
ORIGINATOR ” X N

SECTION - £ /7/ TOR /é.Z{/,P
ofolon|n|u|uin * C‘- 3w

‘ ACTION
! DEPARTMENT

[ X3

~—zZ
m -0

Tofl e e T seN /Z __ 1‘
° olo{ojolojojo l\.:cu » ore O}/éd.j a/ggéz

wo o

pomMEPZVRCOZ—-0

YY)

. D=0

-
o

I

( P S I 5 W (WHEN FILLED m)

LA
”,

. R ..,,4._.....“ . P e cee v

—

S

g - o =

'



. . [ D . ..‘;".4;.":",

MNNNVY  K{CT25VV.  AGB722VV. PRC1A4
60 RUDLKD
ZNY CCCCC ZFD RUTPRC 851 1668724

vveeezs DUFEPBK RUFRY- RUFPBWL'RUDLKD RlD.AM RUENAAP RUEPJS RUTPP
RUDLHA RUFPAG:

DE RUTPRC 128 xﬁb;sas

LNY Sbet- '

7 ET164%2 SUN 67

11 COMSIXTHFLT N

O RUFPRK-USCINCTINS - V=
THFO £ MEMT NTNT EIGHT~7c)<fHV’“f ﬁ/ \

P/Q(DD

TR ag r o

SUSLE SNMEAIRNET . A oo B

')'.]" - C'Tr S3Ix 78 WO

'Hr"CT';‘: R I Z: 30 PT TWO

=T

e sV IW ‘

o e -;‘ SOASHGTTRER DARA5 COMSIXTHFLT 881645

1. ahL 'J KRNI R "MERIL\ A'\!D SARATOGA HAVE BEEN RECALLED AND ARE
AC‘JJU B
2. P ,\JU ul s TwD TO RENDER ASSISTANCE IF REQUIRED.

AP- 4 S R R

BT

AL E o aatar - ‘ T, .
(PAGE 1 OF o)
A A o | 1, ]
pr—mr—— T s /.
TR DALY YT ALY /
I srerion "v“): /\(\— Y\; z)&" TOR (Z?// $22L
¢ d ™ v
ololo|n|r N NiNiR T L 5N
ol 1i2|" m

D
ACTITN 1
CorATINERT

-
7]

? . GM

‘e

I PIMCETETYT-0
4 - S
~ d :
w
IS
Li ]
o
NG
e
| S .
]
]
1 (=4
1
—
H i
]

7772
@f/éeﬁj \/vt/é7

, selsssleleleleleleletiinte, L Lo
3 21332 L ' B |
M =L o 7, Wn-ﬂ*h
LI,‘ -
SRR ARy (WHEN FILLED IN)
NAVEUR HCU LON 2100/2 (REV 10-65) g S ' SNy e

L4

P

-a-"




ANNEX D

COMMUNICATIONS TABS




TAR

TRE

TAB

TA3

TAFE

TAB

TADR

TAT ¢

TAD

]

e

)

CURREE L ATICNT TARS

Mulysic of JCS mescapge (1257/0722:207 Jun O/

{20 mile CPA penage )

Ml vsis of JCC message T447/080110Z Tun 47

o

{100 mile CPA mesnsage)

Summary cf Fvents for JCS message 7247/0801102

Jun 67

NSCINCEUR menuvare 0806257 Jun 67 (action

directive to CIICUSHNAVEUR)

COMSIZTIFLT mesuage 080917Z Tun A7 (irnciruestion

£n USS LIBERTY e 100 mile liwitutien)
Traf{ic volume 1 HAVCOITIZTAS
DATO Wide Awake Exsrcise HMessage

Analysis of COMCIXTHFLT message 0715032Z Jun 67

- (poliecy for SIXTHFLT cperaticnr)

Analysis of USZ LIBERTY message DE0TLPZ Jun A7

(averflight of two jet alyeruflt)



S oy P R T i\ A b . i wanbicn. - e e M " VP S . o) I el FEVOREPRLPT R § o —
)
SRS (O N A m Ry .
TGN A b U i oo ;. -
B N SRS AP A ¢ -p Q) i T
~ ”~ . . - "~ [ ) ~n [N ”~ ”» ™ ’
PR TR S Il S A R TR IR A 1"_ (¥ . .
el
- . __ :
N 3
N g : . : -
A‘vrA het :
o i
il SYET TN DT O e ©) - -
v v~ oo ) : R . ; . D
b . ‘. . oy - X
W Q) 9) RLELIL X I g ()] LR (o e B B Lo ¥ N O . . . o \
¥ IV U =IO ) wu I\ER PR . . TS
! [~ R TR R o Rw R nU [SEONZN T ) . : 5 e v
[ o8 o n a & - U C 3 .
it e el 1 ef ; .
.??b?b:b 2,00 e LT
£33 5 0 C 5 [ Cn RagAm e . T . R S
AN RN CTR TR G S o ﬂ._ fry 2o By 52 T - . AR : . -
A..4 .‘Ax,uﬁa,ﬂ -JG....Q .4919. ) . ) BN ...‘. A ] . . i ]
H el : : . : . P . ; :
Hq\._ . . .. P L ‘ . N v
ot > v . ) . e
v [£1 ! o . - - e T
.-,.. l.y . ~| ”. .

-
)
To

s
H
)
14




W
€3 )
"
to
!
_ .
£y i
~ 3
] tgisy
=
¥ €3 .
-~ s -
o)
(2] . .
- [ y
+ 4
= i
= - e
= g .
<
@ g
3 X . & . .
e} ARFSNEAVLTODUEY & vl NNQErWOl o rdf M OS]
e LN D I OG0 N D - - e T Tl Wt O
P IR UNEGRON] O Gl et GIINy &
2 ) (ol . - o -
£ o6 &= -
Q .w.um B 0
~ , - [N
=l o 2anaeas3.004a o GapnaR 1 ooaa nnﬂ
G oG o e QLB Cf S s € Sonsn
: V_ Gy AR R N TS S NN H RSN R I 3 G105 _u Brintamn J
L (3} [ .
P e slad ey i T 9y Ot 68 &l morono o 0O OQ
_ IRl L . & |
[ &
o b o
i 1 s (| <1 i
ul G YRS P
g S ¥ - 49
¥ o et S 0
i B i e 120
°
° | ]
- 122 ] (]
v It L

v

”

Tab 6 to
Annex D




e,
Y

RS
KPRty

=aent Commnicatics Siation

) -
vt t

.- -

[1 ST M

LIavu: 3

2y
454
¢
- —
L8 o

(FL R
)
[
P

.‘\ p'-)
AR SR
- eny
oo

-

=

d
]
b 851 153 1] 22y 0
[A Y R CURK K (ORI R 94

[ 2R 5 - AR o SR &Y

- -

€ v w v
QIR N MR
@

-3

-

ONNRAD NSO D
")
Y
o

o
o
©

.u'
4,62

86,103

D
>
o

Dandled

qun
Jun
Jun
Jasi

QUL ~IOW,

tannzmag Handlod

a7
a9
&

95

4

e
15

223

jalad

5 Jun 162
& Sun x5S
T Jua 113
g Jdun 89
2 Jus 73
16 Jua _Sso

692

ann

U

5

[N
a

-
PTEARYY
Jun

Jun

Vms

3
4
D
3 S
T odun
S Sun
9 Jui
10 amn
i Jfun

iz Jun

5
~
,;\
; =,
3

r- e
-
-
A2
'

-~

ES IS I de

4

-’

sl
PRY RS

-

-!-.»

Tab 6 bo
Annex D




OONFEPENTIM,

* - 3 N s R
dovod Commnudmblon HEak

Ve e eyl
- - e

o

- —r

-~

i=dled

.o &
— . e p—

o 4 Pt

o~ —

e o
ooy

]
B IR
YRR

Gy gyt
-~ ~
'» n

-

A Y el
PR R
Ti.
RURGAN

IO LI SN )

=
Q
o
g

- -
'-
534
‘r"

-

~ O G
WO M

Zwali D S
O (o nan) )

Lt
¢

W
o
X
WDE

69,122 i

K4

- 1 TIe ]

it. Dlarn Megzames Jiandloed
- N

O Vg e

o <0

2 -

S U
o

AV JUA

R ooy, §leapnce:
Lom s

- N . [
Tated + 1,390 t
73], {Frevice oranpes Bandled
3 Jun L34
G oun 418
7 Jumn ig2
S oun il
5 Jun 181
i6 sun’ 179
watad 1,065
3
T A v el 8 o AN e et e i

-~

-

o T -0
- Al
Jun ARV
e
Gite ke i
- (B
Tee
clg i
Jue, .
oo A
0Jw b -
- X -
BN +) Iy
Trrer NN 2 O
SN \.\ O
Zui 2
-
[FRDEA L
Is)
v
7

130,655

——tl g %0k tad

S8 aunay o

-y T

Tab 6 to
Annex D



Tenl flormmtiontion Stotion Lareoe?

——a——— o b=

5 [ P AT N3 t
La A SAaSA TR ;n.rp\'.,’.-;.'f

- —— e - @ —— - e

- - P

7 rch 7,588 2 LU , t
2 Tal 7,663 2 o,
S Feb 8,033 3 o,T
4 Ve 7,87 4 Oy
5 Fon B,add g - 2,70
6 Tch 6,943 G Ea o
7 weh 7,362 Tolun 2 o
S Tab 5,383 g Gux FIARRNORES!
o Teb . 8,058 5 Jun o
19 Iz §,2355 . ) 10 Juu Ty
12 I¢ch 7,3¢3 . 1% Sun YL.TEG
12 Fab _5,805 . i2 Jun LN
otal 87,963 fToin SR, BnES

OVt OIWLN
Cq
[o]
ot
1D
(41}

P

Totol 2C3

$1%. Borviee Ttnsngos Oanadled

; 5 Jun 189
) ¢ Jun 107
- 7 Jun 133 ‘
‘ g8 Jun 288 . -
| 9 Jun 52 ' : :
‘ ig Jua o0 , ‘ F

Total 749

-
L
aag Conu i eI Yoy v oo l

Tab 6 to

CONELRRmN | | Annex D



CQUELRRN

OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE MESSAGE COMSIXTHFLT, DTG 080917Z June 1967

"COMSTXTRFLT 100 MILE IMBLEMENTING MSG TO uss LIBERTY"

0809172
Delayed due to internal
lhr 18 min staffing and in station
COMSIXTHFLT traffic of equal or
transmitted at higher precedence
0810352 traffic.
23 min
08105872
NAVCOMMSTA
Morocco
8 min l/ -
0811062
San Pablo
Major Relay
54 min Delayed by equal or

0812002 higher precedence traffic.

Army Asmara Misrouted through
Major Relay personnel err to
NAVCOMMSTA Greece.

5 min

0812152

NAVCOMMSTA
Greece

Volume of in station
traffic precluded giving
attention to this missent
Army Asmaraj - message.

Major Relay

19 min ‘L
0815252

NAVCOMMSTA

Asmara
F 3

2 hrs 51 min

) 081525%

Asmara Fleet
Broadcast #2443

USS LIBERTY

v, TAB 5 to
CONEIDEN T Annex D




OPERATLQ&AL.IMMEDIATE USCINCEUR i/ DOAGE

rcJCc/IRC ()90“5/0806252 June 1967

Confirms telecon to CINCUSNAVEUR to take JCo 0801102 for action,

0806257

r CINCEUR

49 min i
0807147

Siegel Bach

6 min
0807202
Croughton
25 min
0807L52Z
Londonderry
1 hr
52 min 0809372
Rota
20 min
0809572
San Pablo

.3 min \&
T 0810002

Asmara Army

-
]

45 min

0810452
Asmara Navy

1 min 0810592
#2L02
Asmara Fleet Broadcast

USS LIBERTY

Delayed by egual or
higher precedence
traffic.

Delayed by in station,
equal or higher
precedence traffic.

No evidence this message was received by the UsSS LIBERTY, based

upon information provided by US Navy Court of Inguiry.

(s

Tab 4 to
Anniex D



OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE JCS MESSAGE 7347/080110Z June 1967

Weamee A s sace
JUO IUU IMMLLE MOSOSRGID

TIME
0801107 -=----=-=---- NMCC/MC
' li,min J/
08012724c --------- DACC
54 min 0802117
08021124‘ ---------- ' 1st Transmission ), Action €>CINCUER I?fo
47 min 0803122
I i 0802582
S CINCUSNAVEUR
0802587 ) S 15 Info—3p|CNO
52 min #
l Info _
0803502\/- --------- isroute ‘ >
N Info for LIBERTY anaii Relay
' Kunia
# 3
2 hrs 6 min Philippines
: 4 -
[ Guam |
v 'o DACC N
0805562 ===-======1 - Kunia* |
% # 0806392
45 min
| | gCOMSIXTHFLT
| WV Misroutf (Intended for relay to ‘
E 080641Z  ------- - LIBERTY 1%'{ routéﬂ"'t—o'..&

| COMSIXFLT by error)

>

* Guam sent message to Kunia with instructions to relay to Morocco.
Kunia misrouted to DACC in error.

# In all cases, delays 1n transmission from the DACC were caused by
the unusually large amount of flash'precedence traffic and other
immediate precedence traffic which was also awalting transmission.
Messages are handled by precedence in the order received 1n DACC;
first in first out by precedence. During period of such large
volume of traffic, 1t is virtually impossible to determine 1f
the subject matter of a message warrants its transmission before
another message of the same precedence. ,

@ NSAsdead-end terminal. Could not relay over General Service
Communications. Did not return to DACC. Filed without action.

CONT e T L, TAB 2 to
Annex D

(Revised - 29 June 1967)



PRTIORTTY JC3H MPSSAUE 7337,/0722307

TIME

"o MLLEL MESSAGEY

0722307 Jun - _ |- NMCC/MC
N
| ‘
11 min
Yy oo - DACC

¥See Notei

4 hrs 12 min i
|

1 hrl22 min Messages
Vv _ _ _ 4 lst Transmission_ - - -
N Delayed by

8 hr 40 min

f‘f [ |

13 min

7 min

0813152

Message Preparation
and Delay Due to

Message Load

Delayed by Higher
Precedence Outgoing

Higher Precedence

Messages

s e i =

r

Inf .
>1In o---1 Zh-qr-

'15 min

{UEOMSIXTHFLT
0806302

l——>> Actio

()
CINCEUR
Info——)

L| -~ Info

>
Misrouted
to

v

Relay

Kunia Pacific

Céj;ﬁon—delivery

USS LIBERTY

#NOTI:Cancelled by JCS 7347, DTG 080110Z -(Elapsed time between
events, 2 hrs 40 min).

TAB 1 to
Annex D



T
“NAVAL MESSAGE
 LO June 1967

“ESSAGE NUMBER DATE TIME GROUP (GCT)
101 1k 16 99

"PROM: COMSIXTHFLT

"org: . CINCUSNAVEUR
CTHFO 1JSPOCOSTRIKFORSOUTH
AP

;jEXERCISE WIDE AWAKE 9-67

. OHE ATTACK ON USS LIBERTY AT §8123¢2h SET OFF A CHAIN OF EVENTS REQUIRING
. EXTENSIVE HIGH PRECEDENCE MESSAGE TRAFFIC TO BE INTRODUCED FOR MANY HOURS

" [NTO A COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM WHICH ALREADY HAD IMPOSED MINIMIZE TO REDUCE THE
. LBNORMAL VOLUME OF TRAFFIC CONCERNING THE MIDDLE EAST WAR. -

- EXERCISE WIDE AWAKE 9-67 WAS CONDUCTED $817¢pz6. THE FIRST COPIES OF THE
LATO MESSAGE LACKED ONE PEONETIC LETTER IN LINE BRAVO, THUS MAKING NATIONAL
AUTHENTICATION OF NATO MSG INITIALLY IMPOSSIBLE. A CORRECTION MSG WAS SUB-
SEQUENTLY TRANSMITTED. NUMEROUS COPIES OF NATIONAL MSG CONTAINED QUOTE 5-67
" UNQUOTE VICE 9-67. DUE TO THE ECHO EFFECTS OF USEUCOM/ACE COMMAND REACTION
COMMUNTGATIONS, NATIONAL AND NATO VERSIONS (INCLUDING DUPLICATIONS), WERE

- RDCEIVED IN EXCESS OF 125 TIMES DURING A TWO HOUR PERIOD OVER ALL CIRCUITS
AVATLABLE TO COMSIXTHFLT. THESE HIGH PERCEDENCE EXERCISE MESSAGES INTERFERED

WITH ACTUAL HIGH PRECEDENCE TRAFFIC ASSOCIATED WITH THE ATTACK ON USS LIBERTY.

Tab 7 to
. Annex D



E Sl

oSS e

3. SINCE WIDE AWAKES ARE SACEUR INITIATED EXERCISES, IT IS ASSUMED THAT WIDE
AWAKE 9-67 WAS IYPLEMENTED BECAUSE SACEUR WAS NOT FULLY AWARE OF THE EXISTING
SITUATION AT ¢817¢¢z6. HOWEVER IT IS SUBMITTED THAT PROCEDURES SHOULD EXIST
WHEREBY HIGHER NATIONAL AUTHORITY CAN PREVENT EXERCISE INTERFERENCE WITH

AN ACTUAL EMERGENCY.

L. IT IS URGED THAT IN THE FUTURE ALL COMM/ALERT EXERCISES BE SUSPENDED
WHENEVER ACTUAL ALERTS OR DEFCONS HAVE BEEN DECLARED AND WHEN ACTUAL SIXTHFLT
EMERGENCY ACTION PLANS OR MINIMIZE HAVE BEEN PUT INTO EFFECT.

GP-k

Tab 7 to
Annex D
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O it

USS LIBERTY MESSAGE 0807427

(Overflight by two jet aircraft)

0810572 Immediate Precedence

CNO Comm
Revd copy
via AUTODIN

0813402

Advanced copy
Revd in JCS/MC

0813422

Advanced copy
to DIA by
JCS/MC

:

0815182

NMCC rcvd
copy from DACC

>

Delays attributed to equal or higher precedence
traffic. -

- Tab 9 to
CONE Annex D
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ANMEX F

MEMO FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JCS,

DATED 18 JUN 67




THE JOWRT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON D C. 20301

SoINT coudaND AND CONTROL REQUIREMENTS GROUP
18 June 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINRT CHIEFS OF STAPFF
Subject: Fact-Finding Team (U)

l.MSBG‘&he Eact—?inding Teanm established in accoraance
with MICS 271-67, dated 1% June 1967, has gubgtantially
cowpleted gathering of all pertinent facte relating to the
-igsuance anc transaission of operatione directiven to the
Us8 LIBERTY assocliated wiih events during the period

1 June tc¢ 8 June 1967, which culminated in the attack on
the ship on or about 2812102 June 1967.

2. (U) T™e rinal report of the Fact-Finding Team is
veing completed as & matter of priority and¢ will incluce
a complete compilation of record infcrmation, &8 well aE
an analysis of all related facts. Appropriate recormenda=-
tions will be pubmitted.

3. (i" Prellminary exaumination of the information
gvallable indicates the fcllowing:

a. There were iour (i) messages dieseminated durling
the period of 7-6 June 1907 frem higher heaaguarters
to cuboriinate echelonsg conteining revisions 1o , revious
instructions regariing the assigned operatling location
: of USS LIBERTY. since each of these nesclge transmissions
; contained ipstructions tor substantially increasing the
clogest ,oint of approach (CPA) to the UAR an¢ Itrael,
the receipt of any onc of these by the USS LIBERTY would
wndoubtedly hsave yes:lted in the ship's being a greater
iigtance from the scene of action then undorway between
Israsl and the UAR. Although the USS LIBERTY was either .
an action or &h information addreesee on each of these
directives, there is no evidence available t¢ confirm
that the ghip's Captaln received any one of them.

g~y 1
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& Idenciricetion ol these directives and & pries
sumnary of each follows:

Identif'ication Remarks

(1) JCS message #7337 Advised In view of situation
DTG 07223uZ Jun 07 in E. MED., operating area
Action: USCINCEUR previously specified "for
Info: CINCUSNAVEUR, gulaance only and may be
COMSIXTHFLT, USS LIBERTY, varied ans local conditions
and others dictate." Designated CPA

20 NM from UAR and 15 M
from Israel.

(2) JCS message #7347 Requested LIBERTY comply
DTG 050G110Z Jun 67 : with geographical constraints
Action: USCINCEUR imposed on 6th Fleet units,
Info: CINCUSNAVEUR, ) "{.e., not closer than 100 NM
COMSIXTHFLT, USS LIBERTY, Israel, Syria? Egypt and
and others 25 NM Cyprus."

(5) USCINCEUR message Confirms verbal instructlions -

ECJB/JRC 09QULE, DTG to "take for action" JCS
LBVB25Z Jun 07 7347 (a.(2) aebove)
Action: CINCUSNAVEUR

Info: COMSIXTHFLT, USS

LIBERTY, JCS, and others

(4) COMSIXTHFLT message Directs LIBERTY to '"proceed
DTG UB0917Z Jun OT immediately” to new operating

Action: USS LIBERTY location. "Do not a,proach
Into: JCS, USCINCEUR, coast of UAR, Israel, Syria
CINCUSNAVEUR, and others or Lebanon closer than 100 NM
: and Cyprus closer than 25 NM.
Acknowledge."

b. A preliminary examinatlion has been made of the
circumstances relating to each of the above. The failure
of the USS LIBERTY to receive any one of these time-

-critical revisions to operational directives can be

attributed to a combination of (1) human error, (2) high
volume of communications traffic, and (3) lack of appre-
c¢iation of sense of urgency regarding the movement of the
LIBERTY. _
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¢. In recognitlcn ¢l the fact thet the ship was
gpproacning her InItially aecligned area (12.5 MM UAR ant U.-
Israel), action was initlated threugh the JCSAFRC Duty
Ifficer direci tc the CINCUSNAVEUR Ccmmand Center via
recure volce, requesting that "LIBERTY be instructed tio
couwply” with previous geographical constraints imjorec’
by COMSIXTHFLT on elr anc gea units, i.s., nc closer
than 130 NM from UAR and lsrael and 25 NM from Cyprus.
NAVEUR advised JC3/JRC Duty Officer that praampt action
would be initiated to inform COMSIXTHFLT. By separate
action, both JCS/JRC Duty Oificer and CINCUSHAVEUR imty
Officer informed the USCINCEUR Command Center. Some four
hours and forty-five minutes elapse. Lefore these inciruc-
tions were relayed to COMSIXTHFLT for action. Eosed (n
preliminary analysis of avallable information, the
vollowing findings ai.parently contributed toc thie ielay:

(1) JCS/JRC aid not use normal commend channels but,
in the interest of ex;ediency, 1lssued operaticnal in-
structiong direct Lo & -~—g-==—= commander (CINCUSHAVEUR).
Proper follow~up action wes taken to acvise USCINCEUR
of the request lor aciicn passed to CIHCUENAVEUR Iuty R
Officer and thet "he had taken action.” As 1t .eveloped,
this was an unwarranted statement ant war rdieleading.

(a) While these actiions in themselves resiulted
in some misunderetanding in the minds of .luty
officers in both the EUCOM an< NAVEUCOM Command
Centers as te who had the action resgonsibility,
delay in disseminatior of these operaticnal <¢irectives
cannot be solely attributed tc the JCS/JRC action in
initially bypazsini CINCEUK, since verval ccnfirma-
tion o1 the suthenticlty of these Instructlons (Date-
Time-Group of JCS message) via secure volce .ommuni-
cation was recelved by the CINCUSNAVEUR Buty Officer
sinultanecusly with his being handec a hard copy of
the messeage.

(b) It can be further dedures that the exlrciemce
of @ verbal CINCUSNAVEUR policy re~ulring verifica-
tion, either in the form o! & messare Date-Time-
Grouy or call from a General/Flay oiticer, bercre
acticn can be taken on telephone inetructlons
cmanating irom higher headguarters, eflfectively
irecluded exercise of Judgment by the duty officer
and the ;tosegibliity of an earlier response on the
vart of the LIBERTY.

2
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(2) iinhe JC5 uescuse Qirective regariing new

geoIraT Thcas comBhratnte fo¥ yce TINEDTY wouewenlg wae
iranczaltted to and recelved LY USCIRCEUR apire«>lmntely
two hours after verbel notificatlion. CINCUSHAVEUR
recelvel the message :irective &, pro:lmately three
houre [rom time of verbal notlficatien. COMSIATHFLT
raceives the lirective via CINCUSKAVEUR i'cur hours

and ferty-five minutes {rem notificatlon to USCIRCEUR
end CINCUSNAVEUR. COMSIXTHFLY instructions tc LIBERTY
were broadscast ten hours and thirty-five minutes Irom
original initiation of the action to relocate LIBERTY.

,) The reasons for celays on the Flagehip of
COMSIXTFLT were internal stafllng, 2 ¢elay in
transmlitting due tc cther traffic of the same &nd
higher precedence, anc the compmander and his stal’
were deeply involved in high pricrity press activity
directed by DOD an¢ :lans for evacnation of depencentis.

4, U?f’ﬂotification of the arnditional task to incorporate
oSficial US public statements bearing on the findingrs was
-eceived on the afterncon of 1I June 1967. Although Public
Afrairs statements available in the Buropean Ccmmand have
been reviewed, those avallable in the washingticn area have
not as yet been fuily enalyzed. All thoae reviewed to date
indicate no bearing on the findings.

S (Qflghere appeare to be no evidence T indicate the
existence at any time of ccnflicting instructions pertaining
to the operaiion oi the UBS LIBERTY.

6. 081’The team met with the senior member of the court
ol inguiry convened by CINCUSNAVEUR on 1€ June 1967 in Maltsa.
In orcer to preciude infringement upon the ; rerogatives of
that group, information rertaining to receipt and reaction

or the LIBERTY to operational directives wae cbtainec by the

team from facts previously collected by the ccurt of inauiry.
Subsequently, at HGE CINCUSNAVEUR, an exchange of facts was
mutually beneficlal to both effcrts.

JOSEPH R. RUSS
Majocr Generai, USA
Chief, JCCRG

-

Cupy to: Director, Jeint Staff !
- 4
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